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According to a 2011 report, The EU Commission has classed 14
elements, including cobalt, as “critical raw materials” (CRMs).
Cobalt suffers from its large use in Li-ions batteries for
electrical cars: in 2015, 50% of the cobalt demand was used for
batteries.

Another issue with the cobalt is the fluctuation of its price due
B By-product of nickel mining ~ diff€rent factors:
o rper e e More than 50% of the world resources are located in DRC and
Zambia, two politically instable countries.
 Co price depends on the copper and nickel mining since its
extraction comes from by-products of Cu and Ni.

Necessity to recycle cobalt!

However extracting cobalt from WC-Co hardmetals is not easy...
Alternative: recycling WC and Co together.

Preliminary results Experiments
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