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Academic Programme Outline

S = Seminar; RT = Round Table; PL = Parallel Lecture; DS = Doctoral Symposium

online = yellow background; A = Anthropole; S = Synathlon

Monday, 26 August 2024
12:00-18:00 | Registration
13:30-14:30 | Conference Opening and Award Ceremony [A1031]
14:30-15:30 |Plenary Lecture: Irina Dumitrescu [A1031]
15:30-16:00 | Coffee Break
16:00-18:00 S5 S42 S16 S18 S13 S36 S49 S26 S46 S32 S22 S9 S56 S50 S48 RT7
Session 1 1/5 1/2 12 1/1 12 1/2 171 1/1 1/1 1/3 1/3 1/5 12 12 12 A2024
Room A1031 | A1129 | A2042 | A2044 | A2064 A2106 A4078 | A4129 | A5071 | A5136 A5146 S1216 | A5060 | S2218 | S2420
18:30-20:30 | Welcome Apéro
Tuesday, 27 August 2024
8:30-17:30 | Registration
9:00-10:00 |Plenary Lecture: Maria Rosa Garrido Sarda [A1031]
10:00-10:30 | ESSE General Assembly [A1031]
10:30-11:00 | Coffee Break (Anthropole and Synathlon)
11:00-13:00 S5 S42 S16 S10 S17 S36 S21 S27 S53 S30 S32 S22 S56 S9 S48 RT6 DS DS
Session 2 2/5 2/2 2/2 1/2 11 2/2 12 12 11 12 2/3 2/3 2/2 2/5 2/2
Room A1031 | A1129 | A2042 | A2044 | A2064 | A2106 A4078 | A4129 | A5060 | A5071 | A5136 | A5146 | A4165 | S1216 | S2218 | A2024 | S2212 | S2420
13:00-14:30 | Lunch Break
14:30-15:30 PL1: Juan Camilo Conde-Silvestre PL2: Johannes Riquet PL3: Roman Bartosch PL4: Gabriele Rippl
Room Al129 A2024 A2064 A2106
15:30-16:00 | Coffee Break
16:00-18:00 S5 S44 S35 S10 S13 S45 S21 S27 S1 S30 S32 RT3 S9 S50 DS DS
Session 3 3/5 12 172 2/2 2/2 1/1 2/2 2/2 12 2/2 3/3 A5146 3/5 2/2 S2212 | S2420
Room A1031 | A1129 | A2024 A2044 A2064 A2106 | A4078 | A4129 | A5060 A5071 A5136 S1216 | S2218
18:00-19:30 | Poster Session including Apéro
Wednesday, 28 August 2024
8:30-17:30 | Registration
9:00-10:00 PL5: Titela Vilceanu PL6: Roberto del Valle Alcala PL7: Laszl6 Sari B
A2024 A2064 A2106
10:00-10:30 | Coffee Break




10:30-12:30 S60 S44 S51 S54 S58 S6 S1 S40 S34 S37 S5 RT9 S22 S9 S39 DS DS
Session 4 1/3 2/2 12 111 1/4 1/4 2/2 12 12 1/3 4/5 A5136 3/3 4/5 1/3 S2212 | S2420
Room A1031 | A1129 | A2024 | A2042 | A2044 A2064 A2106 | A4078 | A4129 | A5060 A5071 A5146 | S1216 | S2218

12:30-14:00 | Lunch Break

14:00-16:00 S60 S41 S51 S29 S58 S55 S40 S34 S37 S5 S20 S25 S9 S39 DS DS
Session 5 2/3 1/1 2/2 1/4 2/4 172 2/2 2/2 2/3 5/5 12 12 5/5 2/3 S2212 | S2420
Room A1031 | A1129 | A2024 | A2042 | A2044 A2106 | A4078 | A4129 | A5060 A5071 A5136 | AS5146 | S1216 | S2218

16:00-16:30 | Coffee Break

16:30-18:30 S47 S57 S35 S29 S23 S60 S55 S43 S31 S37 De Gruyter S20 S25 RTS8 S39 DS
Session 6 12 12 2/2 2/4 111 3/3 2/2 1/3 111 3/3 Presentation 2/2 2/2 S1216 3/3 S2420
Room A1031 | A1129 | A2024 | A2042 | A2044 A2064 A2106 | A4078 | A4129 | A5060 A5071 A5136 | AS5146 S2218

20:00-23:00 | Conference Soirée at the Café of the Olympic Museum

Thursday, 29 August 2024

8:30-17:30 Registration

9:00-10:00 Plenary Lecture: J.D. Schnepf [A1031]

10:00-10:30 | Coffee Break

10:30-12:30 S19 S57 S28 RT4 S58 S6 S33 43 sS4 S3 S12 S14 s47 2 s7 S24 S29
Session 7 1/3 2/2 172 3/4 2/4 12 2/3 12 1/3 1/3 1/3 2/2 12 11 111 3/4
Room A1031 | A1129 | A2024 A2042 | A2044 A2064 A2106 | A4078 | A4129 | A5060 | AS071 A5136 | AS5146 | S1216 S2212 S2218 | S2420
12:30-14:00 | Lunch Break

14:00-15:00 PL8: Julia Hoydis PL9: Miriam Locher PL10: Charles Ivan Armstrong PL11: Ingo Berensmeyer
Room Al129 A2024 A2064 A2106
15:00-15:30 | Coffee Break

15:30-17:30 S19 S38 S28 RTS S58 S6 S33 43 sS4 S3 S12 S14 S52 2 S15 S8 S29
Session 8 2/3 12 2/2 A2042 4/4 3/4 2/2 3/3 2/2 2/3 2/3 2/3 12 2/2 12 12 4/4
Room A1031 | A1129 | A2024 A2044 A2064 A2106 | A4078 | A4129 | A5060 | A5071 A5136 | AS5146 | S1216 S2212 S2218 | S2420
Friday, 30 August 2024

8:30-13:30 Registration

9:00-10:00 PL12: Giovanni lamartino PL13: Andrea Schalley

Room A2024 A2064

10:00-10:30 | Coffee Break

10:30-12:30 S19 S38 S8 RT1 S11 S6 GLAD RT2 S59 S3 S12 S14 S15

Session 9 3/3 2/2 2/2 A2042 11 4/4 Meeting | A4078 11 3/3 3/3 3/3 2/2

Room A1031 | A1129 | A2024 A2044 A2064 A2106 A4129 | A5060 | A5071 A5136 | A5146

12:30-13:00 | Conference closing [A1031]




Conference venue

The conference takes place in two buildings on campus: Anthropole and Synthalon.
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Anthropole is the grey and claret building located directly behind the metro stop UNIL-
Chamberonne. You can exit on either side of the platform and then head towards one of the main
entrances to the building, which will place you on the second floor of the building.

Synthalon is located southwest of Anthropole. It is a 5-10 minute walk from Anthropole, passing the
Internef and ISDC buildings before arriving at Synthalon.
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https://www.unil.ch/lettres/fr/home/menuinst/faculte/acces-a-lanthropole.html
https://www.unil.ch/acces/fr/home/menuguid/batiments/site-unil---dorigny/unil-centre/synathlon.html

Conference Organisers

Anita Auer

Rory Critten

Céline Magada

Denis Renevey
Matthew Scully
Jennifer Thorburn
Nell Wasserstrom
Christiania Whitehead

With the support of Lausanne Tourism, particularly Agneés Doepper

Technical support team/assistance

e A 1031: David Rey

e A 1129: Lex Rodriguez

e A 2042: Bianca Boscolo

e A 2044: Claire Trotti

e A 2064: Cindy Zhang

e A 2106: Aleksandra Wenger
e A 4078: Caroline Silva Pereira
e A 4129: Emma Perez

e A 4165: Essia Brirmi

e A S5071: Leo Sémon

e A 5136: Ludovick Flachat

e A 5146: Ines Youssfi

e A 5060: Marie Felli

e A 2024: Olena Danylovych
e S 1216: Gregoire Vigne

e S 2218: Julien Cronjé

e S 2212: Anne Genevieve

e S 2420: Marine Pellissier


https://www.lausanne-tourisme.ch/en/
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Seminars and Round Tables: Titles, Sessions and Rooms

No. Title Sessions (Rooms) Modality
3] Information structure and cognitive and 3 (A5060), 4 (A2106) | In person
pragmatic aspects of communication
30 English phraseology through the prism of other | 7, 8 (S1216) In person
languages’ phraseology
33 Conceptual Metaphor, Metonymy, and Their 7, 8,9 (A5060) In person
Interaction
Approaching manipulation in current 7, 8 (A4129) In person
S4 discourses: A growing interdisciplinary research
endeavour
35 The success of invisible Anglicisms: a global 1,2,3(A1031), In person
trend? 4,5 (A5071)
Multidisciplinary Approaches to Ecological 4,7, 8,9 (A2064) Online
S6 . :
Discourse and Ecological Challenges
Lexicography, Discourse, and Power: 7 (S2212) In person
S7 Dictionary-Making in History and the
Construction of Hegemonic Discourses
Teaching Specialized Translation in the 8 (S2218), 9 (2024) In person
S8 . .
Machine Translation Era
39 Critical Issues in English Language Teacher 1,2,3,4,5(S1216) In person
Education
310 New perspectives on English for Specific 2,3 (A2044) In person
Purposes (ESP) and interfaces
311 inglish Language and Nationalism Through the | 9 (A2044) In person
ges
312 Specialised language and specialised texts from | 7, 8, 9 (A5071) In person
medieval England
Shakespearean Drama in (Re)Translations, 1, 3 (A2064) In person
S13 Audiovisual Adaptations and Media
Accessibility
314 Beyond Borders: Contemporary Novels of 7, 8,9 (A5136) In person
Migration
315 Modernist continuities in contemporary 8 (S2212), 9 (A5146) In person
Anglophone fiction
316 Adaptation in the Second Degree: The 1,2 (A2042) In person
Eighteenth Century and Beyond
S17 Salman Rushdie and the Historical Novel 2 (A2064) Online
Literary representations of sport(s) in 1 (A2044) In person
S18 :
Anglophone fiction
Food and Eating in Anglophone Literature and | 7, 8, 9 (A1031) Online
S19 Travel Writing from the Nineteenth Century to
the Present
S20 What’s the Point of Modern Editions? 5, 6 (A5136) In person
501 The Challenges of Auto/ Biography: Old and 2,3 (A4078) In person
New Trends
$22 Voicing Otherness: Reconfiguring Australia’s 1,2,4 (A5146) In person
Postcoloniality?
S23 Poetic Form in Historical Context 6 (A2044) In person




Anxiety, Fear, and Dis-ease in Contemporary 7 (S2218) In person
S24 i
Anglo-American Drama and Performance
305 Transnational Perspectives on Women and the 5,6 (A5146) In person
Nineteenth-century Ghost Story
Collaboration, networks, and supporting new 1 (A4129) In person
S26 . . : .
work in medieval English studies
S27 Conceptualising the Novella 2,3 (A4129) In person
308 Transnational Narratives: European Women’s 7, 8 (A2024) Online
Fiction in the Early Modern Period
S29 Heights, Depths and Other Extremes in Dickens ;: g gézzé?; (?))’ In person
330 British Radical and Revolutionary Women 2,3 (A5071) In person
Writers (1770s—1830s)
331 Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? — Aesthetics, | 6 (A4129) In person
Politics and Ethics in Woolf’s Oeuvre
Literature and Mental Health: Diagnosis, 1,2,3 (A5136) In person
S32
Syndromes and Symptoms
333 Liminality and Border-Crossing in 7, 8 (A2106) Online
Contemporary English-Speaking Theatre
334 The Development of Narrative from the Middle | 4,5 (A4129) In person
Ages to the Eighteenth Century
335 Sound and Mysticism in Medieval English 3, 6 (A2024) Online
Literature
S36 The End of Traditional Fixed Forms in Poetry 1,2 (A2106) In person
Contemporary Crises in the Anglosphere: 4,5, 6 (A5060) In person
S37 Fragmentation and Relationality in 21st-
century Narratives
Class and Conflict in Anglophone Literatures: 8,9 (A1129) In person
S38 S . .
The Historical Dimension
339 Transformations of the Environment in 4,5, 6(S2218) In person
Victorian, Edwardian and Modernist Essays
S40 Fictional Criminality and Humour 4,5 (A4078) In person
S41 Latest Developments in Reception Studies 5 (A1129) In person
S42 Multifaceted India in Travel Literature 1,2 (A1129) Online
Word and Image in Process: Adaptation, 6,7, 8 (A4078) In person
S43 : o
Repurposing and Re/Transmediation
44 Facing Trauma in Contemporary American 3,4 (A1129) In person
Literary Discourse
S45 Petrofiction 3 (A2106) In person
S46 Boundaries of American identity 1 (A5071) In person
S47 Neo-Victorian Biofiction 6 (A1031), 7 (5146) In person
S48 Imagining the Railway in the 20th Century 1 (52420), 2 (S2218) In person
S49 Exploring the Scandalous 1 (A4078) In person
S50 Travel Writing Poetics 1,3 (S2218) In person
351 Victorian Heterotopias: Alternative Spaces and | 4, 5 (A2024) Online
Places in Nineteenth-Century Britain
Representing Gender-based and Sexualized 8 (A5146) In person
S52 . =
Violence in Literature
S53 Energy Ecologies 2 (A5060) In person
354 Waters and Environmental Crisis in the 4 (A2042) In person

nineteenth century




355 Fictional Representations of Journalistic 5,6 (A21006) Online
Practices in Literature, Film and Television
S56 What do the Humanities have to say to Law? 1 (A5060), 2 (A4165) | In person
357 Exploring epistemic and effective stance in 6,7 (A1129) Online
discourse on racism, immigration and refugees
Professional and disciplinary cultures in English | 4, 5, 7, 8 (A2044) In person
S58 )
for specific purposes (ESP)
359 Gendered discourses of nation- and community- | 9 (A4129) In person
building in the English-speaking world
360 The Complexities of the Contemporary Concept | 4, 5 (A1031), 6 Online
of Motherhood (A2064)
Special Session with De Gruyter: One Decade 6 (A5071) In Person
of the Text and Theory HB Series: Presentation
and Brainstorming for the Future
Revisiting Central and Eastern Europe: 9 (A2042) In person
RT1 Contemporary Anglophone Writing and the
Cold War
RT? Transboundary Narratives: Contemporary 9 (A4078) In person
Women’s Writing in English
Reading Revisited: Susan Sontag’s “Against 3 (A5146) In person
RT3 L
Interpretation” at 60
RT4 Modernism in the 21% Century 7 (A2042) In person
RTS5 The Future of Metamodernism 8 (A2042) In person
RT6 é@sipns of the Future: Literary Studies and 2 (A2024) Online
risis
RT7 | Meeting of the Gender Studies Network 1 (A2024) Online
RTS8 | Rewriting mythologies for the blue humanities | 6 (S1216) In person
RT9 | Medieval English In Europe: What Works? 4 (A5136) In person
DSI1 Literatures in English 1 to 5 2,3,4,5,6(S2212) In person
DS2 Cultural and Area Studies 1 to 2 2,3 (S2420) In person
DS3 English Language 1 to 3 4,5, 6 (52420) In person




Plenary Lectures (In person and online)

Irina Dumitrescu (University of Bonn, Germany)
Title: Chaucer’s Women and the Problem of Perfection
Monday, 26 August 2024, 14.30-15.30, Anthropole 1031

CHAIR: Rory Critten (UNIL)

Irina Dumitrescu is a writer and the professor for medieval English
literature at the University of Bonn. She is the author of The Experience
of Education in Anglo-Saxon Literature (Cambridge, 2018) and the editor
of Rumba Under Fire: The Arts of Survival from West Point to Delhi (Punctum, 2016). Recent
editorial projects include a special issue of Medieval Feminist Forum on “Everyday Arts: Craft,
Voice, Performance” with Emma O’Loughlin Bérat and an issue of New Literary History entitled “In
Brief,” with Bruce Holsinger. She is a columnist at the Times Literary Supplement, co-hosts a podcast
at the London Review of Books with Mary Wellesley, and contributes essays, criticism, and memoir
to a wide variety of outlets.

ABSTRACT:

Throughout his poetic career, Geoffrey Chaucer struggled with the politics of representing women.
In Troilus and Criseyde, he developed a richly complex, and flawed, female protagonist, but worried
that the mere act of depicting her would be seen as doing harm to the sex as a whole. He then used
the Legend of Good Women to satirise the notion that authors must only tell stories about virtuous
female characters, and demonstrated that sanitizing the Classical tradition can only lead to literary
failure. In the Canterbury Tales, Chaucer went on to show the terrifying implications of feminine
obedience and sexual purity in figures such as Griselda and Virginia. He also created a vivid
counterpoint to them in the Wife of Bath, who strenuously argued against the narrow molds according
to which women were judged in medieval society. The problem of women’s representation, Chaucer
saw, was linked to a rigid idea of perfection that demanded all women fit one mold. This plenary
lecture will show how Chaucer used the Wife of Bath to introduce a more adaptable idea of human
goodness and flourishing, one likely influenced by Aristotle and Dante: each person should strive to
achieve their own perfection. The current trend of literary remakes and re-imaginings of the Wife of
Bath shows how compelling her answer continues to be.



Maria Rosa Garrido Sarda (Universitat Autonoma de
Barcelona, Spain)

Title: English-Centric Multilingualism for Humanitarian
Work: Tensions between Roots and Routes in an International
Organisation in Geneva

Tuesday, 27 August 2024, 9.00-10.00, Anthropole 1031

CHAIR: Jennifer Thorburn (UNIL)

Maria Rosa Garrido Sarda is Associate Professor in English
Language and Linguistics at Universitat Autonoma de
Barcelona. Her main research interests include language, mobilities and social exclusion, the
sociolinguistic construction of transnational identities, and multilingualism in globalised workplaces
and learning spaces. Her research has been published internationally in journals such as Language
Policy, International Journal of Multilingualism, Linguistics and Education, Language and
Intercultural Communication, and Multilingua. She is author of the monograph Community,
Solidarity and Multilingualism in a Social Movement: A Critical Sociolinguistic Ethnography of
Emmaus (Routledge, 2021).

ABSTRACT:

This plenary lecture will examine the evolution of language requirements (1989-2020) for hiring
expatriate representatives at the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), the oldest existing
humanitarian organisation in Geneva. Adopting a multi-layered and discursive approach to language
policy, I will analyse the ideological and practical tensions between English and French as well as
the construction of strategic multilingualism for ICRC mobile humanitarian work. Language
ideological debates engendered by “internationalisation” processes in this organisation have resulted
in tensions between roots in Francophone Switzerland and routes linked with a global presence. Based
on archival and ethnographic data, I will show how the longstanding discourse of
“Anglosaxonisation” at headquarters coexists with the definition of Englishcentric multilingualism
for a globalising workforce, characterised by the relaxation of French requirements and the increasing
value of non-European linguae francae such as Dari or Pashto.



J.D. Schnepf (University of Groningen, The Netherlands)
Title: The Cultural Work of Drone Automation
Thursday, 29 August 2024, 9.00-10.00, Anthropole 1031

CHAIR: Matthew Scully (UNIL)

J.D. Schnepfis an Assistant Professor of American Studies at the
University of Groningen. Her writing has appeared in American
Literature, Contemporary Literature, Feminist Media Studies,
International Feminist Journal of Politics, Media and Environment,
Modern Fiction Studies, and other venues. She is the recipient of the Emory Elliott Prize from the
International American Studies Association (2019) and has edited a special issue of Review of
International American Studies entitled “Gender and Surveillance” with Dr. Molly Geidel. She has
held positions at Harvard University and Princeton University and received a Ph.D. in English from
Brown University.

ABSTRACT:

Why do stories of automated drone delivery so often feature mothers, midwives, and babysitters? To
answer this question, this talk takes at its starting point the tech industry claim that advances in
artificial intelligence and robotics promise to relieve reproductive and domestic laborers from the
drudgery of menial tasks. Unencumbered from these obligations, we’re told, humans are free to reach
their full potential. As feminist scholars remind us, however, this vision of automation regards the
gendered and racialized workers who historically perform devalued tasks under racial capitalism as
less than human. Moreover, despite forecasts of human obsolescence, the automated workplace hasn’t
eliminated human labor so much as degraded it: workers in these environments are routinely
subjected to unsafe conditions, sped-up production schedules, and longer work hours. Looking to
technological and cultural imaginaries of drone delivery, this talk examines how reproductive and
domestic labor gets framed—not as degraded toil but as laudable work organized around affective
investments in the child and the family form. How does drone automation sanitize historically
devalued labor? And more broadly, how do literary and cultural studies help us theorize this nexus
of gender, labor, and Alassisted automation and the cultures it gives rise to?
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Parallel Lectures (In person and online)

No. Lecturer Title Time Room
PL1 Juan Camilo The third-wave approach in historical Tue, A1129
Conde-Silvestre, sociolinguistic research: Evidence from late 14:30-15:30

Spain fifteenth-century English correspondence

PL2 Johannes Riquet, Creative and collaborative geographies: Tue, A2024
Finland Performing the ‘Arctic’ 14:30-15:30

PL3 Roman Bartosch, Future Imperfect: The end of the world and the Tue, A2064
Germany teaching of English? 14:30-15:30

PL4 Gabriele Rippl, Mediating the Anthropocene: Intermediality and Tue, A2106
Switzerland the environmental humanities 14:30-15:30

PL5 Titela Vilceanu, Literary translation studies — Romanian contexts Wed, A2024
Romania and research directions 9:00-10:00

PL6 Roberto del Valle From utopia to hegemony: English social fiction Wed, A2064
Alcald, Sweden and the political imagination 9:00-10:00

PL7 Laszl6 Sari B, The contemporary economic novel: Hernan Wed, A2106
Hungary Diaz’s Trust 9:00-10:00

PL8 Julia Hoydis, The challenge to imagine just futures: Narration Thurs, A1129
Austria and intergenerationality in contemporary fiction 14:00-15:00

PL9 Miriam Locher, Politeness research and its theoretical interface: Thurs, A2024
Switzerland Insights from fictional data and health 14:00-15:00

communication research

PL10 Charles Ivan The wanderings of the modern myths: Thurs, A2064
Armstrong, Norway | Examplarity, adaptation, and spatiality 14:00-15:00

PL11 Ingo Berensmeyer, | How literature makes authors: Towards a history | Thurs, A2106
Germany of writers as characters in modern fiction 14:00-15:00

PL12 Giovanni lamartino, | Ideological bias and self-censorship in the history | Fri, A2024
Italy of English dictionary-making 9:00-10:00

PL13 Andrea Schalley, From events to concepts: Using experiments to Fri, A2064
Sweden model word meaning 9:00-10:00

ABSTRACTS:

PL1 — The third-wave approach in historical sociolinguistic research: Evidence from late
fifteenth-century English correspondence

Lecturer: Juan Camilo Conde-Silvestre (Universidad de Murcia, Spain)

Chair: Laura Esteban-Segura (University of Malaga, Spain)

Tuesday, 27 August 2024, 14:30-15:30 (Anthropole 1129)

It is now widely assumed that sociolinguistic research over the last decades has developedin
three waves: a first wave of quantitative studies analysing variability in connection togiven
categories like class, age or gender; a second wave of ethnographic-basedapproaches drawing on
participant-designed categories to analyse individual linguistic identity in the micro-context of
social units, like social networks; and a third wave ofanthropologically-oriented studies that aim at
reconstructing the social meaning oflinguistic variables within layered communities, not only
sharing a “dialect’, but also acommon background, similar aspirations, mentalities and world-views
that inform the construction of both individual and group identities (Eckert 2012). The historical
sociolinguistic paradigm has mainly developed within the first and second waves, withstudies
drawing connections of linguistic data from the past with the classical variablesof class, age,
gender (first wave) and social network (second wave), thus enriching our comprehension of
historically attested changes —for an overview of the main research directions, see Nevalainen
(2011), Nevalainen and Raumolin-Brunberg (2012), Auer et al. (2015) and Conde-Silvestre
(2016a). Historically-oriented approaches within the thirdwave are still scarce, possibly due to
difficulties in reconstructing groups and, especially,identities and social meanings within past
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societies —see, however, for the history ofEnglish, Watts (2008), Fitzmaurice (2010), Kopaczyck
and Jucker (eds. 2013), Conde-Silvestre (2016b; 2019),Moore (2019) and Timofeeva (2022),
among others.A key analytical construct within the third-wave is that of ‘community of
practice’: a group of people linked by the pursuit of a joint enterprise, sharing a repertoire of
resources, including linguistic ones (Lave and Wenger 1991; Wenger 1998). Field research has
also confirmed the relevance of this construct in the diffusion of present-day variation, as part of a
common, locally-constructed style: “it is in the process whereby an individual negotiates with
his/her communities of practice that linguistic style is constructed and refined and patterns of
variation are imbued with meaning” (Eckert 2000: 172; see also Meyerhoff 2002). Communities of
practice are therefore crucial for the diffusion of linguistic innovations, including both standard
and non-standard practices, as part of the process of identity construction, and I believe that this
tenet—which certainly holds for the present— can also be extended to the past, adding a new
dimensionto historical sociolinguistics.

In my presentation, I will discuss the methodological tenets guiding the application of third-
wave sociolinguistics to the past, and illustrate them with case-studies based on the evidence
afforded by some extant collections of late fifteenth-century English correspondence, like the Paston
letters, the Stonor letters and the Cely letters.

References
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PL2 — Creative and collaborativegeographies: Performing the ‘Arctic’
Lecturer: Johannes Riquet (Tampere University, Finland)

Chair: Jason Finch (Abo Akademi University, Finland)

Tuesday, 27 August 2024, 14:30-15:30 (Anthropole 2024)

In this lecture, I engage with recent developments that theorise the intersection of cultural production
and geography to map out ways of thinking about space as a collaborative and creative practice at
the intersection of different epistemologies. In the first part of the talk, I will bring into conversation
three approaches to literary and cultural geography: geopoetics, which focuses on interactions
between the creative energies of physical space and the poetic energies of texts (e.g. Magrane et al.
2020); nonrepresentational geographies with theiremphasis on embodied practice and performance;
and Indigenous spatial philosophies, which view space as relational and shaped by multiple agencies
(e.g. Watts 2013). As I willdemonstrate, these approaches speak to each other in various ways as
they share an emphasis on geography as an ongoing performance and co-production emerging from a
plurality of livingand supposedly inanimate actors.

In the second part of my talk, I will turn to contemporary cultural production from the circumpolar
North as a case study. Conceived as a unified geographic region, the ‘Arctic’ is a Southern invention
and closely connected to post-Cold War geopolitics, yet the term has also been claimed and
reinvented in the context of circumpolar Indigenous politics. Focusing on a range of examples
including collaborative creative and academic work produced within the Mediated Arctic
Geographies project, I will think through the idea that geography is as much a matter of poetics as
of politics and gesture towards ways of viewing the Arctic as an ongoingcollaborative performance
in which both scholarly work and creative practice are implicated —and cannot be neatly separated.

PL3 — Future Imperfect: The end of theworld and the teaching of English?
Lecturer: Roman Bartosch (University of Cologne, Germany)

Chair: Rainer Emig (Johannes Gutenberg-Universitidt Mainz, Germany)
Tuesday, 27 August 2024, 14:30-15:30 (Anthropole 2064)

As scholars of Anglophone literatures and cultures and linguistics, we are also all educators. The
recent years have seen a growing recognition of this fact, partly due to the political and societal
ambitions of research programmes in the environmental and public humanities, in gender and queer
studies or in post- and decolonial criticism, partly in acknowledgement of student diversity and the
needs of learners in tertiary education. While this has led to greater visibility of the work of subject-
specific educational research within our discipline, it has not yet yielded substantial intradisciplinary
research output. I will argue that such collaboration isboth rewarding and timely, and that it is needed
to better understand that the basic parametersof research and teaching are undergoing fundamental
change. This change pertains to the foundational premise of education — the notion that future
generations will have it better than previous ones because of the value of learning — and the
intergenerational contract between teachers and learners in times of planetary crises and global
injustice: what happens to the promise of empowerment and capability when climate emergencies
and dystopian politics threaten to diminish the future of generations to come? The lecture will
discuss and compare key educational ideas from literary and cultural studies as well as pedagogy
and use them to build a case for joint explorations of the potentials of languages, literatures and
cultures in theface of looming disaster and to suggest that creativity and conviviality are potential
means to student (and teacher) flourishing.
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PL4 — Mediating the Anthropocene: Intermediality and the environmental humanities
Lecturer: Gabriele Rippl (University of Bern, Switzerland)

Chair: Julia Straub (University of Fribourg, Switzerland)

Tuesday, 27 August 2024, 14:30-15:30 (Anthropole 2106)

Gabriele Rippl’s lecture Mediating the Anthropocene: Intermediality and the Environmental
Humanities brings together two burgeoning fields: Intermediality Studies and the Environmental
Humanities. It discusses the negotiation of the Anthropocene and the stagings of ecological
imaginaries in twentieth- and twenty-first Anglophone fiction. The goal is to explore the
intermedial/ekphrastic ecological aesthetics and the transformative affective and socio-political
potential of narrative texts that present possible futures.

PLS — Literary translation studies — Romanian contexts and research directions
Lecturer: Titela Vilceanu (University of Craiova, Romania)

Chair: Adrian Radu (Babes-Bolyai University, Romania)

Wednesday, 28 August 2024, 9:00-10:00 (Anthropole 2024)

The lecture is intended to discuss the challenges and prospects of a newly emerged subdiscipline —
Literary translation studies, with particular reference to the Romanian context(s) in the 20" and 215
centuries. The paper also focuses on the notion of multiple translatorship, integrating sociological
perspectives on the status and roles of the literary translator. As far as the methodological toolkit is
concerned, special importance is attached to ethnography, interviews, case studies and
historiography, based on their potential to provide reliable qualitative data from a process-oriented
perspective that goes beyond the literary translator’s struggle of achieving linguistic and cultural
equivalence (within the cognitive framework of the interpretive theory of translation). Hence, the
lecture aims to build a robust framework for investigating the intricate social, cultural and
psychological dimensions of literary translatorship and to boost literary translation studies in the
Romanian context as aligned with literary translation studies (still in the making, in our opinion) in
the more comprehensive western landscape. Moreover, we are fully aware of the fundamental
unpredictability of the selected qualitative research tools, which requires depth of analysis so as to
make sense of the context(s) and transform a wealth of data into meaning endowed with theoretical
and practical relevance.

Selected bibliography

Albachten, O.B., Giir¢aglar, S. T. 2019. Perspectives on Retranslation. Ideology, Paratexts, Methods. London &New
York: Routledge.
Arrojo, 2017. Fictional Translators Rethinking Translation through Literature. London & New York: Routledge.
Baer, B.J. 2011. Contexts, Subtexts and Pretexts. Literary translation in Eastern Europe. Amsterdam /
Philadelphia: John Benjamins Publishing Company.

Kaindl, K., Kolb, W., Schlager, D. 2021. Literary Translator Studies. Amsterdam / Philadelphia: John Benjamins
Publishing Company.

Schippel. 2017. Going East. Discovering New and Alternative Traditions in Translation Studies. Berlin: Frank & Timme.

PL6 — From utopia to hegemony: English social fiction and the political imagination
Lecturer: Roberto del Valle Alcala (Sodertorn University, Sweden)

Chair: Cathryn Halverson (Sodertérn University, Sweden)

Wednesday, 28 August 2024, 9:00-10:00 (Anthropole 2064)

This lecture examines two seminal contributions to the English canon of social fiction:
Elizabeth Gaskell’s Mary Barton, an exemplary instance of the Victorian Condition-of-England
novel, and Robert Tressell’s The Ragged Trousered Philanthropists, one of the first strictly working-
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class and openly socialist novels in this tradition. The argument is twofold. First, I claim that Mary
Barton represents a significant transformation of the social-reformist imaginaries of the early
nineteenth century, in particular the utopian and anti-political traditionrepresented by Robert Owen.
In Gaskell’s novel, the vision of a reconciled society rising abovethe chasm of class antagonisms in
early industrial capitalism is tied to a paternalist logic of middle-class benevolence towards the
working class which is nevertheless recognised as absentin this mid-nineteenth-century context. This
leads to an important ethical opening at the heart of those processes of class identification (as
capitalist or worker) that underpin the new economy of social relations in capitalism, insofar as the
self- referentiality and immanence of proletarian and bourgeois subjectivities is deemed to be
incapable of restoring harmony or fullness in any meaningful sense. But beyond the (im)possibility
of a paternalism that is no longer within reach and which therefore cannot guarantee social
homogeneity, the novel also announces the positive discovery of heterogeneity as the spectacle of
that which offers no guarantees in modern society. My second claim builds directly upon this latter
‘discovery’ in Mary Barton: it is precisely with the uncovering of heterogeneity at the heart of the
social thatthe possibility of a discursive project of political articulation emerges, reclaiming the
categoryof class from any pre- determined or essentialist definition and opening it up to a logic of
contingency. I argue that this is the line of thinking espoused by Robert Tressell’s The Ragged
Trousered Philanthropists and a key development in the political imagination proposed by English
social(ist) fiction. I further argue that, while it never reaches the level of theoretical maturity found
in continental Marxism at the turn of the century, and while its frame of reference remains that of
late Victorian and Edwardian socialist debates in Britain, Tressell’s novel is comparable in some of
its strategic conclusions to those of post-Marxist political thought and therefore lends itself to analysis
from a radical-democratic perspective of relevanceto our own political conjuncture.

PL7 — The contemporary economic novel: Hernan Diaz’s Trust
Lecturer: Laszlo Sari B (University of Pécs, Hungary)

Chair: Tamas Bényei (Kossuth University, Hungary)
Wednesday, 28 August 2024, 9:00-10:00 (Anthropole 2106)

Recent American fiction has seen a resurgence of historical topics, and significant attempts have
been made to revisit moments perceived as defining an epoch in American history. The revitalized
interest in history in the mainstream of contemporary American fiction can be described as reckoning
with and commemorate traumas in the distant and the recent past (e.g.: Colson Whitehead’s The
Underground Railroad and The Nickel Boys), as historicist engagements with trying to locate
possible pockets of personal experience against the grain ofhistorical grand narratives (Jennifer
Egan’s Manhattan Beach), as engagements with a neoliberal reorganization of the economy and
personal relations (Jonathan Franzen’s The Corrections), of urban lifestyles and politics (Garth Risk
Hallberg’s City On Fire), or of the visual, popular and political media (Nathan Hill’s The Nix). Most
of these well-received novelsadhere to an arguably conservative, “realist” aesthetic that downplays
even the most visible ofpostmodernist influence. However, Trust, Hernan Diaz’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning second novelof 2022 demonstrates a formally more conscious approach to a period outside
the scope of attention to most contemporary historical novels. The presentation will argue that (1)
Trust critically re-evaluates the metaphoric connection between economy and psychology indicated
by the titular phrase, (2) it makes an attempt to reclaim reading as an unalienated form of labourby the
use of its fragmented form, and (3) it provides insight into the historical development ofhuman
cognition and the use of information and communication technologies in its historical account of the
New Deal, and (4) it does so by rethinking the economic novel and its entanglement in the history
of gender relations.
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PL8 — The challenge to imagine just futures: Narration and intergenerationality in
contemporary fiction

Lecturer: Julia Hoydis (University of Klagenfurt, Austria)

Chair: Ulla Ratheiser (Universtiy of Innsbruck)

Thursday, 29 August 2024, 14:00-15:00 (Anthropole 1129)

The lecture explores narratives of climate futures and human survival amidst and afterenvironmental
disaster in contemporary British prose fiction and drama. It argues that intergenerational justice
emerges as a key theme in texts engaging with discourses of environmental and demographic crises
and that these texts simultaneously highlight decline and loss as well as resilience and a sense of
continuity. Especially the prose fictions, the focusof the first part of this lecture, deviate from other
post-apocalyptic narratives in content and narrative form by refashioning modes of realist
storytelling. The concern with intergenerationaljustice shifts the dominant declensionist disaster
narrative to solidarity and individual development. While foregrounding routines and resilience,
questions of individual and collective agency and responsibility are at the heart of the novels that
revisit familiar tropes ofhope, such as the figure of the child, by imagining alternative visions of the
nuclear family. Contemporary eco-plays, under scrutiny in the second part, similarly try to depict
the loss of health and habitats, and to imagine futures of care and caring about (in)just futures.
Dystopianand satirical templates prove harder to shake here. In the negotiation of intergenerational
justice, the plays oscillate between depicting conflict and clashing attitudes about climate futures
and questions of how to cope with loss and ‘survivor’s guilt’.

PLY — Politeness research and its theoretical interface: Insights from fictional data and health
communication research

Lecturer: Miriam Locher (University of Basel, Switzerland)

Chair: Anita Auer (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)

Thursday, 29 August 2024, 14:00-15:00 (Anthropole 2024)

Politeness research and its theoretical interface: Insights from fictional data and health
communication research. This paper reviews theoretical insights from interpersonal pragmaticsthat
has traditionally drawn from fields such as politeness research, identity construction research and
pragmatics in general. It discusses the cross-fertilisation of these fields in light ofrelational work and
draws on empirical work from fiction and health projects to sketch the challenges and potential
directions of research interested in the dynamic negotiation ofrelationships.

PL10 — The wanderings of the modern myths: Examplarity, adaptation, and spatiality
Lecturer: Charles Ivan Armstrong (University of Agder, Norway)

Chair: Knut Qystein Hovik (Inland Norway University of Applied Sciences)

Thursday, 29 August 2024, 14:00-15:00 (Anthropole 2064)

Certain modern literary texts and their protagonists have proved to provide extraordinarily fertile
ground not only for renewed reading and interpretation but also reinvention and adaptation. Figures
such as Robinson Crusoe, Faust, Don Juan, Frankenstein, and Dracula continue to entertain and
intrigue large audiences, long after their original versions, providing a spur to new artistic
expression. Although key early articulations took place in literary works by writers such as Daniel
Defoe, Christopher Marlowe, Mary Shelley, and Bram Stoker, these stories have lived on, not only
in other literary works but also in the visual arts, cinema, computer games, and other formats. While
we may think of the exclamation “It’s alive!” as pertaining to the feverish breakthrough moment of
Shelley’s inventor, it was actually first used in James Whale’s 1931 film version of the Frankenstein
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story. In slightly different fashion, visitors to Disneyland Paris might be reminded of Defoe’s
eighteenth- century novel when they encounter an improvised, basic home beside a ruined ship on
an island, but they soon learn that this tourist experience is a contemporary interpretation of Johan
David Wyss’s 1812 novel, Der Schweizerische Robinson, which itself had reconfigured the original
novel through the prism of a travelling family.

This lecture will first present how these figures and stories have been interpreted as modern myths
by Ian Watt’s Myths of Modern Individualism: Faust, Don Quixote, Don Juan, Robinson Crusoe
(1996) and lan Ball’s Modern Myths: Adventures in the Machinery of the Popular Imagination
(2021), identifying some key issues of definition. Here both the concept of myth and its relevance
in a modern context will be discussed. Subsequently, this presentation will use some of the rich
material available to show how these stories have wandered between different forms of expression
and modalities. The question will be raised if, and to what degree, these myths can be said to provide
didactic exemplars for human behaviour. In addition, the spatial aspect of the stories will be
emphasized, showing provide narratives of geographical exploration and escape.

PL11 — How literature makes authors: Towards a history of writers as characters in modern
fiction

Lecturer: Ingo Berensmeyer (LMU Munich, Germany)

Chair: Anja-Miiller Wood (Johannes Gutenberg-Universitit Mainz, Germany)

Thursday, 29 August 2024, 14:00-15:00 (Anthropole 2106)

Authors make literature, but literature also makes authors. This is made explicit in narrative fiction
that addresses what the elusive author Morelli, in Julio Cortazar’s 1963 novel Hopscotch, calls “the
strange self-creation of the author through his work”. Such ‘author fictions’ refer to material facts
and immaterial myths of authorship in the real world, reflecting and refracting them in their form.
By telling stories about invented authors, actual authors invite their audiences to reconsider the
meanings and values of authorship, and of literature; in doing so, they can hope to change their own
position in the aesthetic and economic networks of the literary field, and to renegotiate prevailing
notions of literary creation and production. Works of ‘author fiction’ — novels about novelists —
engage with existing models and concepts of literary authorship, which are, in turn, social and
political as well as aesthetic paradigms, ‘author fictions’ in the sense of abstract concepts that
influence concrete literary practices. To get to the bottom of these processes and their dynamic
interrelations, I adapt a set of tools developed in narrative theory and literary sociology. In this
lecture, I’m taking up the challenge to combine both these aspects and to map out a history of literary
author- making in narrative fiction since 1800. I will close with a paradigmatic reading of Rachel
Cusk’s Outline trilogy as a case study of contemporary narrative representations of authorship.

PL12 — Ideological bias and self-censorship in the history of English dictionary-making
Lecturer: Giovanni Iamartino (University of Milan, Italy)

Chair: Rita Calabrese (University of Salerno, Italy)

Thursday, 30 August 2024, 9:00-10:00 (Anthropole 2024)

Dictionaries are often considered as objective and perfect repositories of the lexical store of one or
more languages. Yet, metalexicographers have long made clear that

Dictionaries, encyclopedias and grammars are the best examples of texts that one should read
between the lines, where the conflicts, the hidden and ignored oppositions, the clichés that make
up the family album of a culture can be detected more easily than anywhere else. (Meschonnic
1991, in Béjoint 2009: 203)
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Therefore, a brief survey of the history of English dictionary-making together with the analysis of
a few case studies will be meant to serve a number of different but interrelated purposes, namely:
to dispel the myth of perfect, ‘God-given’ lexicography; to argue that word meanings “are
conventionally, institutionally, and ultimately ideologically determined by the traditions and
practices of lexicography (Manley, Jacobsen, and Pedersen 1988: 281); to provide evidence of how
quite a few entries — or lack thereof (in the case of taboo words) — in a given English dictionary
did, and still do, reflect the ideological bias of its times; to show that dictionaries may provide
relevant and interesting data for research; finally, to suggest that a historical approach to English
lexicography may teach students how to trace evidence of ideological bias in present-day
politically-correct and seemingly neutral compilation of dictionaries.

PL13 — From events to concepts: Using experiments to model word meaning
Lecturer: Andrea Schalley (Karlstad University, Sweden)

Chair: Tulian Cananau (University of University of Givle, Sweden)

Thursday, 30 August 2024, 9:00-10:00 (Anthropole 2064)

On which grounds do we interpret what we observe around us as an instance of a specific event, e.g.
as pushing or pulling? Which event properties trigger speakers to prefer one verb (e.g. ‘pull’) over
another (e.g. ‘drag’) in their linguistic descriptions of such events? In this presentation, I present an
explorative analysis of the results for English of a psycholinguistic experiment that we currently run
for a number of languages. Using carefully controlled 3D event animations, participants’ task was to
briefly describe how an animated actor caused an inanimate object to move. We systematically
manipulated the relative positions of object and actor, the length of contact between the two, the force
exerted, and the body orientation of the actor. Productions were annotated for a rich number of
features associated with caused motion. The results show how English verbs of pushing and pulling
carve up the conceptual space. I report on the predictors that trigger the production of different verbs,
and the observed semantic verb clusters.
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ROUNDTABLES

1.

Topic: Revisiting Central and Eastern Europe: Contemporary Anglophone Writing and the
Cold War

Participants: Katrin Berndt (MLU Halle-Wittenberg, Germany), Agnes Gyérke (Kéroli Gaspar
University, Budapest, Hungary), Robert Kusek (Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland)

. Topic: Transboundary Narratives: Contemporary Women’s Writing in English

Participants: Merve Sarikaya-Sen (Baskent University, Turkey), Jennifer Wagner-Lawlor (Penn
State University, United States), Silvia Pellicer-Ortin (Zaragoza University, Spain)

Topic: Reading Revisited: Susan Sontag’s “Against Interpretation” at 60

Participants: Nell Wasserstrom (University of Lausanne, Switzerland), Sofie Behluli(University
of Bern, Switzerland), Davida Fernandez-Barkan (University of Arkansas, United States), Julia
Straub (University of Fribourg, Switzerland), Simon Swift (University of Geneva, Switzerland)

Topic: Modernism in the 21*' Century

Participants: Sangam MacDuff (University of Lausanne, Switzerland), Benjamin Bateman
(University of Edinburgh, UK), Patrick Jones (University of Geneva, Switzerland), Alberto
Tondello (University of Edinburgh, UK / University of Bern, Switzerland)

. Topic: The Future of Metamodernism

Participants: Antony Rowland (Manchester Metropolitan University, UK), Dennis Kersten
(Radboud University, Netherlands), Paula Romero Polo (Universidad Carlos III de Madrid,
Spain), Timotheus Vermeulen (Oslo University, Norway), Usha Wilbers (Radboud University,
Netherlands)

. Topic: Visions of the Future: Literary Studies and Crisis

Participants: Matthew Scully (University of Lausanne, Switzerland), Thomas Austenfeld
(University of Fribourg, Switzerland), Lola Boorman (University of York, UK), Isis Giraldo
(University of Lausanne, Switzerland), Simon Swift (University of Geneva, Switzerland)

. Topic: Meeting of the Gender Studies Network

Participants: Isil Bag (Istanbul Kiiltiir University, Turkey), Renate Haas (University of Kiel,
Germany), Nora Sellei (University of Debrecen, Hungary), Maria Socorro Suarez Lafuente
(University of Oviedo, Spain)

. Topic: Rewriting mythologies for the blue humanities

Participants: Barbara Barrow (Lund University, Sweden), Monika Class (Lund University,
Sweden), Julia Boll (University of Konstanz, Germany), Ursula Kluwick (University of Bern,
Switzerland), Elena de Wachter (Lund University, Sweden)

Topic: Medieval English In Europe: What Works?

Participants: Rory Critten (University of Lausanne, Switzerland), Irina Dumitrescu (University
of Bonn, Germany), Annette Kern-Stdhler (University of Bern, Switzerland), Katherine Zieman
(University of Poitiers, France), Giovanni lamartino (University of Milan, Italy), Laura Esteban-
Segura (University of Mélaga, Spain)
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ABSTRACTS:

1. Topic: Revisiting Central and Eastern Europe: Contemporary Anglophone Writing andthe
Cold War

Participants: Katrin Berndt (MLU Halle-Wittenberg, Germany)
Agnes Gyorke (Karoli Gaspar University, Budapest, Hungary)
Robert Kusek (Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland)

Contemporary literature and media in English have shown a growing fascination with the regions
and nations behind what was once dubbed the ‘Iron Curtain’. The roundtable will address various
themes and forms of revisiting historical Central and Eastern Europe that include farcical and
Kafkaesque portrayals of the failed ideals of socialism; imaginary returnsto central European
settings, characters, and tropes as sites of personal and national histories; retrotopian
conceptualizations of a totalitarian past with the aim to understand more recent authoritarian
threats; and literary explorations of traumatic memories that continue to haunt thepresent.

2. Topic: Transboundary Narratives: Contemporary Women’s Writing in English

Participants: Merve Sarikaya-Sen (Baskent University, Turkey)
Jennifer Wagner-Lawlor (Penn State University, United States)
Silvia Pellicer-Ortin (Zaragoza University, Spain)

This roundtable aims to approach contemporary women’s writing in English from the perspective
of what we call “transboundary narratives” that challenge the boundaries of the content and form
of traditional narratives. We will discuss issues related to generic boundariesin contemporary
women’s life writing narratives and autobiographical practices, including “autotheory”, which
blurs/transforms the supposed boundaries of “theory” and “lived experience” in the work of
recent academics and artists. We will also elaborate on the ethics and poetics of “border-crossing
fiction” by contemporary women writers. We will explore howthe selected texts cross and shift
formal, thematic and generic boundaries and facilitate our understanding of gender and identity.

3. Topic: Reading Revisited: Susan Sontag’s “Against Interpretation” at 60

Participants: Nell Wasserstrom (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)
Sofie Behluli (University of Bern, Switzerland)
Davida Fernandez-Barkan (University of Arkansas, United States)
Julia Straub (University of Fribourg, Switzerland)
Simon Swift (University of Geneva, Switzerland)
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This roundtable proposes to explore the legacy of Susan Sontag’s manifesto, “Against
Interpretation” (1964), on the occasion of its 60" anniversary. Our aim in returning to this
polemical text is twofold: first, to mine its prescience, as a sort of ur-text, in relation to current
debates in the field of literary studies about various kinds of reading and interpretative practices
(surface, distant, symptomatic, reparative); and second, to reread it in light of the forthcoming
collection of Sontag’s early feminist essays, On Women (Picador, May 2023). This roundtable
thus broadly seeks to bring together the politics of reading and the politics of gender and
sexuality.

. Topic: Modernism in the 21°' Century

Participants: Sangam MacDuff (University of Lausanne, CH)
Benjamin Bateman (University of Edinburgh, UK)
Patrick Jones (University of Geneva, CH)
Alberto Tondello (University of Edinburgh, UK / University of Bern, CH)

This roundtable aims to explore the relevance of modernist studies to the world we live in.
Focusing on recent critical approaches to modernism — especially queer and gender studies,
ecocriticism, and posthumanism — we wish to consider how modernist aesthetics, poetics, and
sensibilities shed light on key contemporary issues, including the climate crisis, the rise of Al,
and the ongoing struggle to obtain equal rights. With a varied selection of participants whose
research touches on feminist aesthetics, queer theory, eco-poetics, posthumanism, and
philosophy, we hope this roundtable will lead to insightful and constructive discussions aboutthe
relevance of modernist studies today.

. Topic: The Future of Metamodernism

Participants: Antony Rowland (Manchester Metropolitan University, UK)
Dennis Kersten (Radboud University, Netherlands)
Paula Romero Polo (Universidad Carlos III de Madrid, Spain)
Timotheus Vermeulen (Oslo University, Norway)
Usha Wilbers (Radboud University, Netherlands)

Five key members of the pan-European “Metamodernism” network funded twice by the Arts and
Humanities Research Council (UK) would like to discuss the implications of the main results of
the series of international conferences they helped organise between 2018 and 2023, that focused
on the ways in which twenty-first-century literature and culture process the legacies of
Modernism and Postmodernism. We will assess where we currently stand with Metamodernism
research and address the question of which new directions the field might explore in the future
within the larger context of English literature and cultural studies.
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6. Topic: Visions of the Future: Literary Studies and Crisis

Participants: Matthew Scully (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)
Thomas Austenfeld (University of Fribourg, Switzerland)
Lola Boorman (University of York, UK)
Isis Giraldo (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)
Simon Swift (University of Geneva, Switzerland)

2024 marks the 20-year anniversary of Lee Edelman’s No Future: Queer Theory and the Death
Drive, which polemically challenges heteronormative visions of a future that merely reproducethe
present status quo. A parallel critique exists in Black Studies in its argument against white
supremacist narratives of a racially exclusive future. More recently, literary scholars have turned
to ecology to face the very real threat that neither humanity nor the world may have a future at
all. This roundtable provides an opportunity to consider how literature and literary studies
respond to these pressing matters of futurity given our ongoing social-political crises.

7. Topic: Meeting of the Gender Studies Network

Participants: Isil Bas (Istanbul Kiiltiir University, Turkey)
Renate Haas (University of Kiel, Germany)
Nora Sellei (University of Debrecen, Hungary)
Maria Socorro Suérez Lafuente (University of Oviedo, Spain)

As this will be the 6" meeting of the GSN, a brief look at crucial developments of the past decade
suggests itself (e.g., the increased populist attacks on Gender Studies, fights about the Istanbul
Convention, trans controversies, revival of feminism). A central focus will be the situation of
junior staff. To turn the roundtable into a genuine academic community event, colleagues sharing
their experience through brief statements are welcome (intentions indicatedin advance will be
appreciated). Topics may, for instance, include special difficulties, commonbut not always clear
prerequisites for a career, promising initiatives, good practices (like mentorship programmes
etc.).

8. Topic: Rewriting mythologies for the blue humanities

Participants: Barbara Barrow (Lund University, Sweden)
Monika Class (Lund University, Sweden)
Julia Boll (University of Konstanz, Germany)
Ursula Kluwick (University of Bern, Switzerland)
Elena de Wachter (Lund University, Sweden)

In Ocean (2020), Steve Mentz describes Achilles as a destroyer of nature, while Odysseus is a
“sea-hero” who both “loves and fears the Ocean—like so many of us today” (26). Mentz illustrates
a broader history of engaging with Greek myth as a way of thinking about and with water. This
roundtable will investigate how writers of different literary periods use myth to think about human
relationality with the sea under the rubric of the blue humanities. This roundtable is open to all
types of literary reworkings of world mythology that investigate the resonances and consequences
of human actions in the ocean.
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9. Topic: Medieval English In Europe: What Works?

Participants: Rory Critten (University of Lausanne, Switzerland)
Irina Dumitrescu (University of Bonn, Germany)
Annette Kern-Stahler (University of Bern, Switzerland)
Katherine Zieman (University of Poitiers, France)
Giovanni lamartino (University of Milan, Italy)
Laura Esteban-Segura (University of Mdalaga, Spain)

Each speaker will be given a maximum of 10 minutes to talk about (1) how research and teaching
in medieval English is conducted at their institutions and (2) the approaches to research and/or
teaching that they have found to work locally. The goals of the roundtable areto share examples
of best practice and to enhance connections between researchers in medieval English across
Europe.
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Poster Session

Tuesday, 27 August 2024, 18.00-19.30 in Anthropole, hall in front of 1031

No. | Title Presenters
Linguistic and Pictorial Portrait: A Montage of | Man Al Frayh (Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud
1 Performances in A Portrait of the Artist as a Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi
Young Man Arabia)
Eating and Belonging: Food Studies and
> Transmodernity in Nina Mingya Cristina De los Rios Martin (University of
Powles’s Tiny Moons — A Year of Eating in Zaragoza)
Shanghai
Student Reflection on Automated l.*"e.:edback Barbora Faktorova (University of South
3 Related to the Development of Writing as a . .
: : Bohemia, Czechia)
Productive Language Skill
José Ventura Alegria Hernandez (University
4 Narratives of Happiness and Resilience of La Laguna, Tenerife), Maria Jennifer
(RESHAP) Estévez Yanes (University of La Laguna) &
Sara Casco Solis (University of Salamanca)
Ming-Fang Lin (Shih Chien University,
5 Pragmatic Analysis of EFL Junior High Taiwan, R.0.C.) & Yuan-shan Chen
School English Textbooks in Taiwan (National Chin-Yi University of Technology,
Taiwan, R.0.C.)
6 A Usage-based Analysis of Anglicisms in Kelli Pekkenen (University of Tartu,
Estonian Estonia)
Rasse, Carina (University of Klagenfurt,
Austria), David O’Reilly (University of
Getting the Right End of the Stick: The Role York, UK), Alexander Onysko (University
7 of Metaphor (and other Factors) in First and of Klagenfurt, Austria), Herbert L. Colston
Second Language English Speakers’ Idiom (University of Alberta, Canada), Lisa
Interpretations Papitsch (University of Klagenfurt, Austria)
& Iris van der Horst (University of
Klagenfurt, Austria)
Promotional Significance of Visual Devices in Sgkku Ruoldkeinen (Umve.rsny 0 [ Turku,
8 Early Modern English Title-pages Finland) & Carla Suhr (University of
Helsinki, Finland)
Incomorating Leg.a} Disciplinary Culture in an Xia Sichen (The Chinese University of Hong
9 English Legal Writing Course: Through a Kong, Shenzhen)
Genre-Based Approach ’
Semantic Analysis of Japanese University
10 Students’ Written Narratives in English: Azumi Yoshida & Masako Nasu (Okayama

Focusing on the Relationship between
Motivation and Learning Environment

University, Japan)
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ABSTRACTS:

1. Al Frayh, Man (Imam Mohammad Ibn Saud Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia): Linguistic and Pictorial Portrait: A Montage of Performances in A Portrait ofthe Artist
as a Young Man

The plot of A4 Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man being very intricate and challenging tofollow is
the narrator’s attempt to draw the portrait in recollection. The novel is thenarrator’s venture
to sketch the portrait in memory is extremely complex and difficult to follow. Every time, the
narrator’s earnest efforts to paint a straight-line, unwaveringportrayal end in terrible tragedies. The
signifier “portrait,” however, gains significant strength and develops into a brand-new language and
pictorial signified. With such enormous complexity, confusion, and tension, one could claim that
this story is a linguisticand visual depiction. Additionally, the paper will bolster its claims using the
ideas and theories of eminent critics like George Lucas, Paul De Man, and Jacques Derrida.

Keywords: Linguistic, Linear-Uncertainty, Pictorial, Resistance, Tension, Signifier, Arist

2. De los Rios Martin, Cristina (University of Zaragoza): Eating and Belonging: Food
Studies and Transmodernity in Nina Mingya Powles’s Tiny Moons - A Year of Eating in
Shanghai

The field of Food Studies has recently experienced an increase of interest among academics,even if
the area is by no means a new one (Albala, 2013, XV). What is more, our current society is
experiencing what Rodriguez Magda defines as Transmodernity, a new socio- cultural paradigm
through which Modernist and Postmodernist critique are synthesised (2011, 7). Food can be
considered an essential element within this paradigm, as it is a common link shared by people, and
ultimately, by cultures. As Piatti-Farnelli and Lee Brienargue, “because food is such a quotidian and
common element in the world and the individual’s experience of that world, it is often included in
narratives by authors from different geographical origins and historical backgrounds™ (2018, 2). This
‘everydayness’ aspect is essential when understanding food as a transmodern and ubiquitous element
in contemporary narrative, especially in memoirs. Therefore, the aim of this poster is to analysethe
food memoir Tiny Moons: A Year of Eating in Shanghai (2020) through the lens of Food Studies,
and in the context of Transmodernity. Nina Mingya Powles’s food memoir, which consists of a
collection of essays named after dishes she holds dear for several reasons, provides insight on the
way she comes to embrace her Aotearoa New Zealander background while (re)connecting with her
Chinese-Malaysian heritage. Through Food Studies and Transmodernity, I will examine the way
food is used as the focal point around which the protagonist’s memories and realisations about her
own identity come to the surface.

References:

Albala, Ken. 2013. “Introduction”. In Routledge International Handbook of Food Studies,edited by Ken Albala.
London and New York: Routledge.

Piatti-Farnell, Lorna and Donna Lee Brien. 2018. “Introduction”. In The Routledge Companion to Literature and
Food, edited by Lorna Piatti-Farnell and Donna LeeBrien, 1-5. London and New York: Routledge.

Powles, Nina M. 2020. Tiny Moons — A Year of Eating in Shanghai. Birmingham: TheEmma Press.

Rodriguez Magda, Rosa Maria. 2011 “Transmodernidad: Un Nuevo Paradigma”. Transmodernity, vol. 1, no. 1,
2011, pp. 1-13.
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3. Faktorova, Barbora (University of South Bohemia, Czechia): Student Reflection on
Automated Feedback Related to the Development of Writing as a Productive Language Skill

This poster introduces a preliminary study within an ongoing quasi-experimental researchinitiative
exploring the influence of automated feedback on the writing skills developmentof undergraduate
students specializing in teaching English as a foreign language. Positioned at the intersection of
language pedagogy and technology, this research aims toprovide nuanced insights into the role of
automated feedback in enhancing writing skills, aligning with the works of Link et al. (2020),
Miranti et al. (2023), Muftah (2023), and other scholars.
This study will integrate a series of tasks incorporating automated feedback in writing intoclassroom
activities with participating students. A survey, encompassing both Likert-scaleand open-ended
questions, will be conducted to assess student perceptions of this feedback.The poster presents the
survey results and a text analysis, offering insights into the qualityof student written performance.
The implications of this research extend to educators, curriculum developers, and researchers,
providing potential insights for refining language teaching practices in EFL contexts, particularly
within the domain of writing instruction. Building upon previous research, the findings aspire to
contribute meaningfully to the ongoing discourse on the effective integration of automated
feedbackto enhance writing skills in language learning and teaching contexts.

References:

Link, S. & Mehrzad, M. & Rahimi, M. (2020). Impact of automated writing evaluationon teacherfeedback, student
revision, and  writing improvement.  Computer  Assisted  Language  Learning.  35.1-30.
10.1080/09588221.2020.1743323.

Miranty, D. & Widiati, U. & Cahyono, B. & Tengku S., (2023). Automated writing evaluation toolsfor Indonesian
undergraduate English as a foreign language students’ writing. International Journal of Evaluation and Research
in Education (IJERE). 12. 1705-1715. 10.11591/ijere.v12i3.24958.

Muftah, M. (2023). Data-driven learning (DDL) activities: do they truly promoteEFL students’writing skills
development? Educ Inf Technol 28, 13179—13205https://doi.org/ 10.1007/ s10639-023-11620-z

4. Hernandez, José Ventura Alegria (University of La Laguna, Tenerife), Maria Jennifer
Estévez Yanes (University of La Laguna) & Sara Casco Solis (University of Salamanca):
Narratives ofHappiness and Resilience (RESHAP)

“Narratives of Happiness and Resilience” (RESHAP) is a coordinated project that encompasses the
subprojects “The Premise of Happiness: The Function of Feelings in NorthAmerican Narratives”
(PID2020-113190GB-C21; PI: Eva Darias-Beautell) and ‘“Narrating Resilience, Achieving
Happiness? Toward a Cultural Narratology” (PID2020-113190GB- C22; PI: Ana Maria Fraile-
Marcos). This joint proposal seeks to enhance and broaden previous research conducted by a
multidisciplinary team in the framework of the coordinated project “Justice, Citizenship and
Vulnerability: Precarious Narratives andIntersectional Approaches” (FFI2015-63895-C2-1-R) (Pls:
Darias-Beautell, Fraile-Marcos,Guerra-Palmero).

This project proposes a critical examination of contemporary literary and cultural representations of
(un)happiness and resilience from a wide range of interdisciplinary perspectives in order to analyze
the role of narratives in the processes of deconstruction andproduction of these notions. The project’s
main objectives include: to create a framework that unites and furthers the fields of resilience
thinking, critical theory and affect studies; toconduct site-specific analyses of North American
literature and culture using key social and theoretical paradigms shaping contemporary societies; to
examine the impact of narrative on the generation of happiness and resilience; and to offer
innovative, interdisciplinary interpretations of 20" and 21 century North American narratives from
comparative (transnational) viewpoints. RESHAP will therefore contribute to the still scarce but

26



growingcritical scholarship on happiness and resilience in the fields of literary and cultural criticism.

5. Kigel, Tali (Independent Researcher of Multilingualism, Behazlaha-Center, Israel):
Bread and Milk English and Hebrew Metaphors

The purpose of the study was to identify, analyze, classify, and compare English and Hebrew
metaphors of bread and milk, which are important ingredients in human nutrition. The work draws
on ideas from conceptual metaphor and cognitive linguistics to explore therelationships between
language, culture, identity, and values. The contrastive linguistic method allowed for a qualitative
analysis of a pilot study corpus consisting of 54 metaphorsand other forms of figurative language (34
in English, 20 in Hebrew), tested using the MIPmetaphor identification procedure. Three tables
demonstrate complete and partial equivalents and ethnocultural metaphors. The results of the
analysis indicate the meta- conceptual nature of bread metaphors, which have many symbolic
meanings, with the key meaning being the metaphor of physical life and the human need for food.
Bread is also a dichotomous symbol of wealth, abundance, hunger, and poverty, and in modern
understanding, it is already a symbol of economic support for the family and making money.The most
important ancient sources of equivalent metaphors are the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament,
with more recent ones being Roman satire, Greek mythology, French phrases, and German fairy
tales. Ancient metaphors are philosophical, with a high level of symbolization and
conceptualization, while later metaphors are practical, pragmatic, and sometimes even cynical.
Hebrew milk metaphors (especially when combined with honey) connote pleasure and enjoyment,
whereas English milk metaphors suggest the inferior statusof milk compared to bread and often have
negative connotations.

6. Lin, Ming-Fang (Shih Chien University, Taiwan, R.0.C) & Yuan-shan Chen (National
Chin-Yi University of Technology, Taiwan, R.O.C.): Pragmatic Analysis of EFL JuniorHigh
School English Textbooks in Taiwan

Most of EFL learners’ pragmatic input comes from textbooks, but analysis on the pragmaticcontent
of EFL junior high school English textbooks has received scanty attention (e.g., Ahmed,
Mohammadzadeh, & Mazlum, 2023; Jakupcevi¢ & Portolan, 2024; Wilson, 2023).This study aimed
to fill this research gap by pursuing a twofold objective: (1) to examine the representations of three
speech acts, i.e., requests, apologies, and compliments, within Taiwan’s junior high school English
textbooks; (2) to investigate how two social variables,i.e., social status and social distance, were
manifested in these acts. The corpus comprised 102 dialogues extracted from the latest three versions
of English textbooks used in Taiwan’sjunior high schools. Each speech act was analyzed through two
distinct dimensions: requeststrategies and modifications for requests, apology strategies and patterns
for apologies, andcompliment strategies and topics for compliments. The findings indicated that the
three textbook versions presented a limited range of strategies across the three acts, providing an
incomplete understanding of pragmalinguistic knowledge for learners. Furthermore, they lacked a
comprehensive distribution of these acts within diverse scenarios of social status and distance,
presenting inadequate sociopragmatic information for students. To address these textbook
limitations, this study concluded by providing pedagogical implications aimed at enhancing
learners’ pragmalinguistic and sociopragmatic knowledge.

Keywords: pragmatic content, textbook analysis, requests, apologies, compliments
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Jakupéevi¢, E., & Portolan, M. C. (2024). An analysis of pragmatic content in EFLtextbooks for young learners
in Croatia. Language Teaching Research, 28, 114-137.

Wilson, L. D. (2023). Investigating the coverage of speech acts in Hong Kong ELTtextbooks. Electronic
Journal of Foreign Language Teaching, 20(1), 50-73.

7. Pekkenen, Kelli (University of Tartu, Estonia): A Usage-based Analysis of Anglicismsin
Estonian

The global spread of English and its homogenising or heterogenising effects are the key to
addressing language change (Mufwene, 2010). The poster presents a usage-based analysis of
Anglicisms common in Estonian. While Estonian differs typologically from English, other factors
exist, such as speakers’ attitudes, proficiency in the donor language, and corpus planning
(Haspelmath, 2009).

From all unadapted Anglicisms (Est. tsitaatsonad’ quote+words’) in Estonian recorded inthe
lexicographic database of the Institute of the Estonian Language (EKILex), 80 differently
articulated lemmas - denoting common social and technological exchanges - are selected.

Then, their frequency, phonologically and translation-adapted equivalents or neologisms (e.g.,
streaming ~ striiming ~ voogedastus) are explored in the 2023 Estonian National Corpus. So far,
the findings have proven preferences for translated adaptions and neologisms.

References:
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8. Rasse, Carina (University of Klagenfurt, Austria), David O’Reilly (University of York,
UK), Alexander Onysko (University of Klagenfurt, Austria), Herbert L. Colston(University of
Alberta, Canada), Lisa Papitsch (University of Klagenfurt, Austria) & Iris van der Horst
(University of Klagenfurt, Austria): Getting the Right End of the Stick: The Role of Metaphor
(and other Factors) in First and Second Language EnglishSpeakers’ Idiom Interpretations

Idioms are crucial elements of language usage that stand out for their highly figurative meanings
(Gibbs 1994; Langlotz 2006). Acquiring idioms, however, is often complicated by their nature of
being highly metaphoric (cf., e.g., Gibbs & O’Brien 1990) and frequentlynon-compositional, i.e.
non- transparent, lexical units (cf. Nunberg, Sag & Wasow 1994). Previous research has shown that
an equivalent L1 idiom as well as the awareness of a conceptual metaphor underlying the meaning
of the idiom may have a facilitating impact on comprehension (Irujo 1986; Milton 2009; Boers
2000). However, little attention has so far been given to how learners, compared to L1 speakers,
make sense of novel idioms.

In order to explore that, our study investigates how advanced L1 German learners of Englishmake
sense of idioms that they do not know and compares that to L1 English speakers. In detail, the study
tackles the following questions:

1) To what extent does L1 equivalence on a) the lexical level and b) the metaphorical level
influence the interpretation of unknown English idioms?
2) Do conceptual metaphors contribute to the transparency of an idiom for both learnersof
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English and L1 speakers of English? If so, which metaphors can have a facilitating effect?

The data of the study is based on a questionnaire asking for familiarity of an idiom (yes/no)and
meaning descriptions. Overall 100 idioms were tested with 90 advanced learners of English (L1
German) and 92 L1 English speakers. Preliminary results indicate that certain idioms trigger a high
number of mismatches between the respondents’ reported familiarity(yes/no) and their meaning
associations. These mismatches will be the focus of the analysisas they are particularly insightful in
view of the research questions.

9. Ruokkeinen, Sirkku (University of Turku, Finland) & Carla Suhr (University of Helsinki,
Finland): Promotional Significance of Visual Devices in Early Modern EnglishTitle-pages

Recent scholarly discussion of early modern title-pages has considered these paratexts as
promotional spaces (see e.g. McConchie 2013). Both textual and visual elements of the title-page
serve to frame the text and guide the reader to a beneficial reading or outcome — suchas purchasing
the book. But while previous research into the promotional function of title- pages has largely
focused on the prose or images on the title-page itself (Olson 2016; Ratiaand Suhr 2017; Varila and
Peikola 2019), the use of codex-internal visual devices for promotional purposes on the title-page
appears to remain uncharted.

In this poster, we present an ongoing project studying the ways in which early modern English
title-pages mention, describe, and evaluate visual devices such as images, diagrams,and tables, within
the work. We ask, what kind of visual devices are mentioned on the title-pages and why? How are
these mentions framed linguistically? And are the references to text-internal visual devices used as
tools for promoting texts?

The material of this study comes from the Early Modern Graphic Literacies (EModGralL) project
data. We search title-pages for terms referring to visual devices, such as figure, table,drawing and
illustration. We conduct quantitative analyses of the relative frequencies of various search terms,
and complement the quantifications by a qualitative analysis of the functions of the terms, and their
linguistic realizations on the title-page.

The paper is a part of the Early Modern Graphic Literacies (EModGral) project (Academyof
Finland, 2021-25, 340005).
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10. Sichen, Xia (The Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen): Incorporating Legal
Disciplinary Culture in an English Legal Writing Course: Through a Genre-Based Approach

This project aims to explore effective strategies for teaching the legal disciplinary culture toEnglish
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major undergraduates aspiring to apply for a Juris Doctor (JD) program. The studycollects data from
a legal writing course at an English as Medium of Instruction university in China. The course
encompasses various topics related to legal writing, including legal professionals’ ethnic
considerations, plain legal writing, legal reasoning processes, and legalgenres (particularly client
opinion letters, office memos, and trial-level briefs). Using a genre-based approach to legal writing
generates three dimensions of incorporation of legalculture: the socio-personal dimension, which
acquaints students with the roles and expectations of legal practitioners within the discourse
community; the genre-constructiondimension, which involves analyzing the structural and linguistic
features of individual legalgenres to discern the materialization of disciplinary culture through
textualization; and the genre-recontextualization dimension, which situates individual legal genres
within differentstages of legal pleadings within the broader legal field. The findings reveal that
breaking disciplinary and professional cultures into manageable components and providing students
with experiential learning opportunities are essential to effectively instructing disciplinary cultures.
The study further suggests that a genre-based approach is a useful pedagogical toolthat can allow
students to actively engage with disciplinary cultures and enhance their understanding and
application of disciplinary writing skills.

11. Yoshida, Azumi & Nasu, Masako (Okayama University, Japan): Semantic Analysis of
Japanese University Students’ Written Narratives in English: Focusing on the Relationship
between Motivation and Learning Environment

While most narrative studies use output data in L1, few research studies have focused on the
narratives transmitted by L2 learners. Such English writings and essays, however, are worth
investigating since they often express learners’ authentic experiences and opinions (cf. Yoshida et
al. 2022). This study attempts to identify what kind of learning environmentaffects Japanese learners’
motivation through a semantic analysis of their narratives writtenin English. We also examine the
features detected in their narratives. A total of 145 studentsat a national university in Japan wrote a
200-300-word essay on the theme “English and me.” They described their learning experience or
situations in which they found English was (or was not) useful. Results of the content analysis show
significant differences betweenscience and humanities majors regarding their attitudes toward the
role of English in their current or future careers. Therefore, this study presents a detailed analysis of
their narrativesand argues that the investigation of narratives in L2 is valuable in verifying the ways
in which the learning environment affects students’ motivation.
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Doctoral Symposium [in person]

Schedule
Literatures in English REVISED
Tuesday 27 August 2024, Synatholon 2212 Participant

Session 1

11:00-11:20 Lorenzo Zaggia
11:20-11:40 Emily Hay

11:40-12:00 Tsvetina Paralesova
12:00-12:20 Viliana Todorova Georgieva
12:20-12:40 Aminat Emma Badmus
12:40-13:00 Tsvetelina Petkova

Session 2

16:00-16:20 Paolo D’Indinosante
16:20-16:40 Galina Tsoneva Devedjieva
16:40-17:00 Andrea Lupi

17:00-17:20 Marion Troxler
17:20-17:40 Ann-Katrin Preis
17:40-18:00 Des(poina) Tantsiopoulou

Wednesday 28 August 2024, Synatholon 2212

Session 3

10:30-10:50 Irma Krcan
10:50-11:10 Elpida Ziavra
11:10-11:30 Hend Ayari
11:30-11:50 Paula Asensi
11:50-12:10 Eleonora Maio
12:10-12:30 Ana Mitrovié¢

Session 4

14:00-14:20 Cidalia Oliveira Barbosa Pinto
14:20-14:40 Nora Pethd
14:40-15:00 Derya Arslan Yavuz
15:00-16:00 Concluding discussion

Cultural & Area Studies

Tuesday 27 August 2024, Synathlon 2420

Participant

Session 1

11:00-11:24 Maksim Pelmegov
11:24-11:48 Elena Garcia Barca
11:48-12:12 Jos¢ Ventura Alegria Hernandez
12:12-12:36 Hassan Ait-El-Ouali
12:36-13:00 Amira Saidi

Session 2

16:00-16:24 Otilia Cseicsner
16:24-16:48 Maryann Nguyen
16:48-17:12 Balint Szanto
17:12-17:36 Clara Sanchez Trigo
17:36-18:00 Rabeb Touihri
English Language & Linguistics

Wednesday 28 August 2024, Synathlon 2420 Participant
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Session 3

10:30-11:00 Emma Jackovicova
11:00-11:30 Tijana Popovikj
11:30-12:00 Daniel Gerrard
12:00-12:30 Maria De Santo
Session 4

14:00-14:30 Jana Hallova
14:30-15:00 Roberto Esposito
15:00-15:30 Gilberto Giannacchi
15:30-16:00 Rodrigo Agustin Lana
Session 5

16:30-17:00 Jelena Gugi¢
17:00-17:30 Mihaela Damian
17:30-18:00 Giovanni Raffa
18:00-18:30 Concluding discussion

Doctoral Symposium Abstracts:
Cultural & Area Studies

Hassan Ait-El-Ouali (University of Debrecen, Hungary)
Exploring Masculinities in Modern Arab Male Autobiographical Narratives

In the proposed dissertation, I contend that the autobiographies to be analyzed all, each in its own
way, interrogate and challenge the Arab discourse of male autobiography and that a key aspect of this
interrogation is precisely their willingness to thematize masculinity, the body, and sexuality. The
autobiographical texts I study unsettle the discourse of concealing gendered elements of the male
body which compose and configure definitions of masculinity and manhood. The texts break with the
conventional conceptions of subjectivity dominating the Arabic autobiography of the first half of the
twentieth century, reconsidering the bodily, the sexual, and the affective aspects of subjectivity. The
texts to be analyzed include: Moroccan Mohamed Choukri’s For Bread Alone (1973); Moroccan
Abdellah Taia’s Salvation Army (2006) and An Arab Melancholia (2008); Libyan-British Hisham
Matar’s In the Country of Men (2006), Anatomy of a Disappearance (2011), and The Return (2016);
Palestinian Raja Shehadeh’s Palestinian Walks: Notes on a Vanishing Landscape (2007); and British-
Iraqi Amrou Al-Kadhi’s Unicorn: The Memoir of a Muslim Drag Queen (2019).

The methodology I draw upon for this project consists in adopting an interdisciplinary approach
that includes Gender Studies, Masculinity Studies, Queer Studies, Autobiography Studies, and
Narrative Theory. The analysis of the autobiographical texts is based on close reading of the texts in
order to trace how masculinity is negotiated and produced textually; meanwhile, I also add context
where it is necessary to my interpretation. To account for the ways in which discourse produces
gender, 1 adopt Judith Butler’s theory of “gender performativity” which is pivotal to my
understanding and reading of masculinities in autobiographical narratives, and throughout my
analyses, I highlight how the texts reflect or act out masculinities performatively through reiterations
of, or failure to reiterate, sets of cultural gender norms and practices. In a similar fashion, following
autobiography theorist James Olney, I see the genre of autobiography as having a performative
function in the sense that it is the act of writing that constitutes the life of the author. Additionally, I
draw upon Tony Jefferson’s theory “Subordinating Hegemonic Masculinity” (2002) which provides
a psychosocial understanding of masculinity, presupposing a link between psychic and social
components that are inseparable and interactive in the construction of masculinity.

The autobiographies that have been studied so far—namely the works of Choukri, Matar, and
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Shehadeh—illustrate the challenging and elusive path to masculinity underlying the autobiographer’s
quest for their masculine identities. This stands in contrast to the typical masculine tendency of
embracing the notion of a coherent and disembodied subjectivity woven into the retrospective and
linear narrative structures. In other words, the autobiographical works examined so far not only offer
an antithesis to the generic ‘Man’ attributed to the tradition of Arab autobiography, but they also
foreground that the instability of gender exerts immense pressures on men vis-a-vis their individual
lives.

José Ventura Alegria Hernandez (University of La Laguna, Spain)
Learning to be Human: Happiness and Posthuman Kinship in Indigenous Speculative Fiction

This thesis project seeks to contribute to the field of Indigenous studies by offering an analysis of a
variety of contemporary short speculative fiction stories written by Indigenous Canadian authors and
published across a number of anthologies. Namely, the stories have been taken from Buffalo is the
New Buffalo (2022), Take us to You Chief (2016), Love After the End (2020) and Love Beyond Body
Space and Time (2016).

Though in recent years the field of Indigenous studies has garnered much more scholarly attention
than it arguably ever had in the decades before, both from Indigenous and non-Indigenous researchers,
there still remains work to be done on certain genres which are, unfortunately, largely overlooked. In
general, academic focus tends to lie on realist forms of fiction, thus leaving non-realist Indigenous
fiction highly under-researched (See Justice 142). However, according to Brown Spiers “Native
writers have much to contribute to a genre [sf] that is concerned with ... [alterity] encounters.
Individual works of science fiction may use this confrontation with alterity as a metaphor for
exploring human relationships and discovering similarities between groups” (xiii). In other words,
Indigenous speculative fiction represents a decolonial tool through which to explore kinship
interactions in a way that allows for reflection on modern-day struggles for Indigenous people and
the long-lasting impact of colonial occupation on their lands, thus creating a clear connection between
the realm of the real and the fictional.

In other words, Indigenous speculative fiction constitutes a form of literary activism, as it allows
writers to imagine Indigenous futures, thus asserting the survivance and vibrancy of their cultures in
spite of colonial policies aimed at severing their connections with it. I argue that this form of activism
emerges from an affective impulse to show Indigenous social-networking and Indigenous happiness
as alternatives to colonial-based social scripts that often exclude non-normative bodies from
survivability and, as such, from a happy future.

In this regard, this project pursues a line of research that applies feminist affect theory to
Indigenous speculative fiction with the aim of exploring and articulating a new model for
understanding the relation between this genre and Indigenous representations of (un)happiness. This
would be achieved by utilizing a hybrid system that incorporates an Indigenous framework to shape
feminist affect theory. As such, this thesis project draws from Sara Ahmed theorization of happiness
to argue that Indigenous peoples in Canada are often constructed as “affect aliens” due to their refusal
to participate in happiness scripts built upon colonial narratives. As a result, Indigenous authors often
re-imagine happiness in non-linear, non-colonial ways by emphasizing the importance of inherently
Indigenous philosophical conceptions such as (posthuman) kinship, biskaabiiyang and terristory to
oppose colonial narratives.
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Otilia Cseicsner (Pazmany Péter University, Hungary)
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Shakespeare on Radio in Hungary.

Investigating Radio Shakespeares is a recent development in Shakespeare Studies, mainly drawing
on the results of analyzing Shakespeare on Screen. I found last year’s Symposium in Milan not only
an eye opener thanks to the convenors but a significant contribution to my doctoral research due to
Crispin Thurlow drawing my attention to more advanced research of Andrea Smith, UEA. Getting
feedback from peers and established scholars in the field as well as extensive opportunities for
informal contact with other participants and with the academics present at the conference I do
appreciate.

After the 2023 Symposium, taking the advice of Dr. Crispin Thurlow, professor of English at the
University of Bern, I contacted Dr. Smith and read her dissertation titled ‘Look with thine ears’: A
Century of Shakespeare’s Plays on BBC Radio, 2022, currently under publication, who wrote about
BBC Radio Shakespeares. As I am doing research on an altogether different, but not unrelated topic,
Hungarian radio productions of Shakespeare’s plays and other early modern drama on Hungarian
Radio, I cannot only reference her dissertation in my upcoming thesis but rely on it concerning
methodology. A major difference, however, is, that whereas English- language adaptations of
Shakespeare are still produced for Radio in the digital age in the UK, the heydays of Hungarian radio
productions of Shakespeare are connected to the reel-to-reel audio tape recording era, were revisited
in the stereo age, and died down with analogue radio production techniques.

In my analysis, I rely on my professional expertise gained at the former Hungarian Radio, where
I made over 40 radio plays, edited the time slot ‘Radio Theatre’ for two years and visited nearly all
European radio festivals to become familiar with the current trends of radio art between 2010 and
2018. My analysis includes technical know-how meaning recorded and unrecorded information and
knowledge relating to the development or production of radio plays, including but not limited to the
knowledge gained from my experience.

At the Doctoral Symposium in Lausanne, I plan to present how my dissertation builds up:
Introduction, Radio Shakespeares (techniques, technology, terminology), Shakespeare as the model
for radio drama (A Midsummer Night’s Dream), Shakespeare as the model for radio drama outdated
by genuine radio fiction (radio theories of Miklds Cserés), Shakespeare from stage to studio (The
Tempest), Shakespeare from studio to stage (Romeo and Juliet), Shakespeare and fellows in the
digital age (broadcasting, The Old Law), Conclusion. Glossary of broadcasting terms. Radiography
(Audiography). Bibliography.

Elena Garcia Barca (University of Zaragoza, Spain)
Resilience and Representation: The Role of Reservation Dogs in Indigenous Youth Narratives and
Decolonial Education

Exploring new horizons in Indigenous storytelling, this research project delves into the
groundbreaking impact of Reservation Dogs (2021-2023), a television series by Sterlin Harjo
(Seminole/Muscogee) and Taika Waititi (Maori) that illuminates pathways for decolonial education
through the lives of an empowered Indigenous youth. This series, with its near-total Indigenous cast
and crew, represents a pivotal shift away from the homogenizing cinematic narratives, offering a
vibrant depiction of a contemporary Indigenous community. Through its nuanced portrayal,
Reservation Dogs disrupts and deconstructs common stereotypical and one-dimensional
representations of Indigenous cultures, challenging the entrenched notions of ‘otherness’ that have
historically dominated the screen.

The methodology of this study is rooted in a multidisciplinary approach, incorporating insights
from Indigenous studies, literature, and cultural studies, with a particular focus on decolonial theories
and resilience studies. Theoretical guidance is drawn notably from the works of Fraile Marcos (2020,
2023), providing a solid foundation for the exploration of Indigenous youth narratives. The resilience
strategies of Bear Smallhill and Cheese Williams, the two key male teenage characters in Reservation
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Dogs, are scrutinized to understand resilience as both a mechanism of coping with the legacy of
colonial and neoliberal ideologies and a form of empowerment within Indigenous communities.
Furthermore, the research examines the role of Reservation Dogs within the scope of decolonial
Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL) frameworks in high school environments for
students aged 12-18. It highlights the series’ significant contributions to counter-storytelling, the
healing journey, and the reclamation of Indigenous identities, as identified by Zavala. This
comprehensive analysis not only seeks to explore the diverse resilience strategies manifested by
Indigenous teenagers, particularly through the narratives of Bear Smallhill and Cheese Williams, but
also aims to elevate Reservation Dogs as a pivotal narrative for decolonial TEFL. This work
underscores the vital connection between Indigenous narratives and the historical continuum of the
United States, encompassing past, present, and future. Recognizing the pivotal role of Indigenous
peoples in English-speaking nations is crucial, requiring the integration of their perspectives into
TEFL curricula. Our research aims to promote comprehensive inclusion of Indigenous perspectives
in contemporary education, fostering an empathetic understanding among students today and for
generations to come.

In essence, the research links the exploration of resilience in Indigenous youth narratives with the
application of decolonial principles in educational settings, using Reservation Dogs as a focal point.
By offering a comprehensive analysis of the series’ depiction of Indigenous life and its significance
for educational reform, particularly in TEFL, the research seeks to study the multifaceted lives and
adaptive strategies of Indigenous youth. It underscores Reservation Dogs not just as a cultural
milestone in cinematic representation that transcends fictionalized worlds but also as a pivotal
narrative for decolonial education, contributing valuable insights to literary studies, educational
theory, and the discourse on Indigenous representation, all within a framework of resilience and
decolonization.
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Maryann Nguyen (Strathclyde University, Scotland, UK)
Dark Academia: How Online Fandoms Shape Publishing and the Image of the Academy

Dark academia is a contemporary literary genre and social media subculture that developed from the
fandom for Donna Tartt’s The Secret History (1992), coalescing into its current form around 2015 on
the micro-blogging social media platform Tumblr. As a literary genre, it draws upon campus novels
and thriller murder mysteries and extracts its aesthetic affects from the Gothic. The core of dark
academia is a story set in a nostalgic academic fantasy that involves murder, a small group of students
who are obsessed with each other and intensely absorbed in their intellectual pursuits. Since 2015, it
has also grown into an online subculture inspired by the aesthetic affects of the novels. In 2020, dark
academia, both the literary genre and the subculture, rose in worldwide popularity on TikTok—
currently, there are 3.2 billion posts under the #darkacademia hashtag. Due to an increasing demand
for the literary genre, it has seen a steady publication of books, which now spans across young adult,
adult, fantasy, horror, and thriller fiction. My project will analyse roughly thirty dark academia novels
that have been published since the genre’s inception.

I have two distinct, but interrelated areas of focus. The first is the way dark academia acts as a test
case for how fandoms upend traditional power dynamics in publishing. I argue that dark academia is
an early example of a genre that grew out of a fandom, and that the relationship between fandom and
genre exhibited here challenges the image of the publishing industry as tastemaker and alters the
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power dynamic between consumer and producers—both the publishing industry and the authors— of
literature.

The second area of focus analyses how dark academia literary texts address the “darkness” of
academia. I claim more broadly that dark academia is a genre that unmasks the academy’s dark history
of institutional classism, racism, and sexism across elite institutions in the United States and Britain.

My two areas of focus connect through the examination of how power shifts. Dark academia’s
fandom community subverts the traditional process because dark academia as a genre did not
officially exist in the publishing industry. In the same way that fandom challenges the “authority” of
the publishing industry as taste maker through their creation of dark academia, dark academia
interrogates the institution of academia more broadly by naming the harm that authority has
engendered.

For the presentation itself, I would like to focus more specifically on a chapter, which I draw

attention to how Lauren Berlant’s Cruel Optimism functions within dark academia literature but also
how the genre and the academic institution has become a site of cruel optimism.
Methodological framework: I examine genre from a literary perspective (Martin 2019; Hoorn 2000)
as well as publishing (Ping 2015; Squires 2007), and media and fandom studies. The scholarship of
Mathew Hills and Henry Jenkins, two scholars who have published as acafans, guide my own
methodology as I position myself in this project as an acafan, a term used by media study scholars to
describe a person who is writing as both an academic and a fan of the fandom material body they are
researching.

Maksim Pelmegov (University of Debrecen, Hungary)
Empires Close and Distant: Mutual Images in Russian-American Travel Writing, 1891-1914

While the Russian Empire and the United States as two major powers experienced considerable
changes from the 1890s to the First World War, they also engaged in intensifying transnational
cultural interaction through travel writing. Travelogues were then considered one of the major sources
of information about distant countries, written by an increasing number of travelers from different
social groups due to significant development of transportation and mass tourism.

This thesis aims to examine mutual images that ordinary travelers from these two modernizing
empires created of the “Other” in book-format travelogues. The diversity of identified travel accounts
ranges from Americans visiting Russia during its famine in 1891-1892 and 1905-1907 Revolution
to Russians exploring the Chicago’s World Fair and making study trips to the United States. They
also cover different regions — from exploring Alaskan natives to visits to Russian Turkestan and
journeys along the Trans-Siberian Railway. I argue that in the U.S. travelogues were dedicated to a
wide general readership based on commercial potential, while writing regulations were only set by
publishers. In Russia, however, government censorship altered travelogues’ contents. The readership
was also limited to the nobility, intellectuals, scientific and political elites, and increasing urban
population due to relatively high illiteracy rate. This affected the different approaches to shaping the
image of the “Other”.

Influenced by ideas of the Progressive Era, American travelers viewed Russia primarily in the
context of progress and modernization. Whether criticizing or praising the Russian monarchy,
economic development, Russian national character and lifestyle, Americans invoked the images of
progress or backwardness compared to the U.S. At times they presented their own country and its
ideals as a model for Russians to follow and discussed how could America help or profit from Russian
modernization.

Russian travelers visualized America as a major industrial power, where economic growth heavily
influenced the character of its inhabitants. Some Russian authors noted mostly positive notions of
American life, referring to the U.S. as a potential example for development. However, others were
more selective and voiced concerns about American ideals contradicting the problems of American
society in the age of industrialization, urbanization, segregation, and rapid technological
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development. Unlike Americans, Russians did not impose their values on the U.S. Finally, travelers
from both countries often used the image of Western Europe as a mediating, and often superior,
reference point in their descriptions.

This study aims to employ an interdisciplinary approach, involving methods from history,
sociological and literary studies. Focus on the social and historical context of both countries is of
paramount importance. Emphasis is put on the background of travelers, their motivation, and
preparations for the trip, while travelogues are examined in terms of their major topics, degree of
independence and authenticity, writing techniques, visual materials, and the change of initial
preconceptions.

Until now I have examined American travelogues regarding Russian Turkestan, trips on the Trans-
Siberian Railway, and journeys of American relief officials during the 1891-1892 famine in Russia.
So far, the conclusions correspond to the assumptions suggested in the hypothesis above.

Amira Saidi (University of Szeged, Hungary)
Filmic Representation of Contemporary American Masculinity in Crisis: The Joker Figure

My dissertation delves into the intricate responses and depictions of post-9/11 American masculinity
in Hollywood, namely through the research of Joker character in Christopher Nolan’s The Dark
Knight (2008), David Ayer’s Suicide Squad (2016), and Todd Phillips’s Joker (2019). To complete
this analysis, I will apply the theoretical framework of masculinity studies and the masculinity crisis
theory. Masculinity studies provide one of the most direct pathways to comprehend the formation and
deformation of manhood and reveal how certain models are reinforced through filmic representations.
I will utilize Raewyn Connell’s concept of hegemonic manhood as an analytical framework to identify
masculine distresses. The initial emphasis on hegemonic manhood has significantly evolved over the
course of this year, leading to a more concentrated examination of three specific criteria that
effectively encapsulate the changing socio-cultural environment of American masculinity. I will
concentrate only on three vital criteria within this framework: heteronormativity, patriarchy, and class
hierarchies. These Criteria will serve a as a system to signal hegemonic manhood undergoing crisis.
Profoundly, this dissertation historicizes American masculinity from the 20th to the 21st century,
framing the various socio-cultural changes affecting masculine ideals, my dissertation demonstrates
notable progress in refining theoretical frameworks and expanding the scope of analysis. The
examination has undergone changes since last summer when I presented my research at the 2023
ESSE doctoral symposium in Milan. The revisions entail the use of Mikhail Bakhtin’s Carnival theory
as a critical framework, replacing anamorphosis. By incorporating this innovation, I am able to
circumvent the possible drawbacks linked to employing anamorphosis as an unconventional theory
in gender and culture studies. Upon further reflection, I have come to the realization that
anamorphosis is not an entirely viable theory for my dissertation, despite receiving positive feedback
during the previous symposium. During the symposium breaks, I engaged in discussions regarding
carnivalesque theory and its potential as a reliable framework for research. Recognizing the
importance of these findings, I spent this year delving into the concept of the carnivalesque. This
implies that both the presentations and the pauses are advantageous. Throughout the year, I focused
on studying the carnivalesque concept and examining its role in enhancing comprehension of subtle
reactions and representations within the framework of the crisis of masculinity. Using this theoretical
framework helps to scrutinize power dynamics and study the Joker as a symbol of carnivalesque
subversion, transitioning from periphery to center in challenging temporarily established norms. The
study proceeds to discuss cinematic responses to the post-millennial masculinity crisis, precisely
examining representations of masculinity in crisis within post-9/11 American cinema. It deciphers
cinematic depictions of reality using Stuart Hall’s theory of representation and explores how heroic
and anti-heroic masculinities are constructed. Through content analysis, this study examines the
various portrayals of the Joker in film to shed light on the complex relationship between the distorted
character of the Joker in film, fluid gender roles, and the American masculinity in crisis.
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Clara Sanchez Trigo (University of Malaga, Spain)
Re-orienting Emotions and Affect in Contemporary Literature and Videogames: When we are
moved by a story, what affected us so?

My doctoral project explores this question to better understand how stories convey emotion and move
its audience. Inspired by the renewed scholarly interest in emotions and affect, I wish to look into the
relationship between the work, the receiver and authorial intention with a focus on feelings. |
approach this question by comparing two media: literature and videogames. They both allow for
narrative storytelling but offer very different affordances, which gives me the opportunity to analyse
what features make the works in my corpus moving and which of them are specific to each medium
or, if any, common to both literature and videogames.

My corpus comprises works released in the last ten to fifteen years and revolve on related topics:
family, memory, intergenerational relationships and trauma. With these elements in common, I try to
elucidate what sets them apart in affective terms. The videogames selected are narrative-driven
games, namely, What Remains of Edith Finch (2017), Gone Home (2013), and The Suicide of Rachel
Foster (2020). The poetry is not yet fully decided—although it will be by the time of this Doctoral
Symposium. I am exploring authors from US and Canada, and my preliminary selection includes
poets like Margaret Atwood, Joy Kogawa, Rupi Kaur and Warsan Shire.

The main theoretical body informing my analysis is that of affect theory. So far, I have found
particularly useful Rita Felski’s recent exploration of the bond between reader and work in terms of
attachment and identification in Hooked: Art and Attachment (2020). It emphasizes that not only
content, but also aesthetic devices and personal experience play a significant role. Also illuminating
was Brian Massumi’s foundational article ‘The Autonomy of Affect’ (1995), on the modes of
emotional interference and resonance. Indeed, my initial conclusions confirm the key role of structure,
cumulation and cohesiveness to heighten emotional effect in these two artistic mediums. In the same
vein, the liberty poem collections and videogames offer to alter the order in which one experiences
the work also has repercussions in its overall affective impact. At present, my first aim is to do the
final selection of poetic pieces, which will be followed by the development of the theoretical
framework and results.

Balint Szanto (University of Szeged, Hungary)
Transmedia Narratives in American Cinema

My PhD research is concerned with how transmedia storytelling changes in the digital environment
of the 21st century. Transmedia storytelling, according to media scholar Henry Jenkins, is a way of
storytelling in which a fictional world is built and distributed through several forms of media,
including films, animated series, novels, comics, and webcomics. Two of the most prominent
examples of successful transmedia worldbuilding are Star Wars and Marvel.

In recent years, Multiverse narratives have become the new norm in transmedia storytelling. The
term, originally popularized by American comic book fan communities in the 1980s, has recently
become a global phenomenon, as more and more multimedia franchises and independent films alike
attempt to incorporate it. In a Multiverse narrative, all adaptations and iterations of a single character
influence each other in a meticulous web of intertextual references. Previous media entries become
items in an archive or database, from which authors and media producers can withdraw elements.
Furthermore, fanfiction, fan art, and other forms of unofficial or semi-official content also come to
the forefront as they are incorporated into the official canonical narrative.

In this sense, we can see a deviation from the original definition of transmedia storytelling. Jenkins
proposes a storyworld that is constructed meticulously through several forms of media. However, in
a Multiverse narrative, we witness transgression between dividing lines that previously seemed to be
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set in stone, such as those between author and audience, official and unofficial, and the various forms
of media. Terms such as transfictionality, spreadability, and play gain increased relevance. A global
perspective becomes essential, as audience interactions with these narratives vary heavily in
regionally as well.

The two main subjects of my research are Star Wars and Marvel as two different approaches
towards this novel form of storytelling. While Marvel has embraced the potentials lying in Multiverse
narratives, Lucasfilm has traditionally held a firm grip on the official continuity of Star Wars.
However, the real picture is more nuanced as digital fandom becomes an influential force in
storytelling. My research aims to develop a comprehensive framework for the analysis of these
narratives.

Based on the feedback received at the 2023 ESSE Doctoral Symposium in Milan, I have made
significant progress in developing the methodology of my dissertation. I am going to analyze media
entries in both franchises that highlight these transformations in current-day narratology. In the case
of Marvel, I am currently focusing on Infto the Spider-Verse (2018) and Across the Spider-Verse
(2023). In the case of Star Wars, I am currently concerned with the semi-official transmedial comics
and novels that were distributed in Central and Eastern Europe during the Cold War, becoming highly
sought-after cult artifacts in the process. In the case of both franchises, I will also discuss the effects
of platformization on streaming services such as Disney+, and the tensions between corporate-
endorsed and fan-centric understandings of the official canonical narrative.

Rabeb Touihri (E6tvos Lorand University, Hungary)
Cinematic Explorations of Asian American Identities: Narratives, Representation, and Cultural
Impact

This chapter of my dissertation focuses on the representations of Asian Americans. It delves into their
cinematic representations, examining the ways in which films contribute to shaping, challenging, and
reflecting the diverse experiences within this ethnic group. As the cinematic landscape continues to
evolve, it becomes imperative to analyze the nuanced narratives and representations that contribute
to constructing Asian American identities on the big screen. The proposed analysis focuses on three
key themes: narratives of diversity, the importance of representation, and challenging stereotypes.

This corpus is subjected to an analysis of visual frames that focalize specific topics and themes,
one of which is the image of Asians and Asian Americans as villains. The depiction of ethnic villains
in American cinema either reinforces or challenges prevailing stereotypes, shaping societal
perceptions and attitudes toward different ethnicities (Deborah Schildkraut, 15).

This study employs theories drawn from scholars such as Stuart Hall’s Cultural Studies, Benedict
Anderson’s Imagined Communities, Claude Lévi Strauss’ Binary Opposition Theory, and Kimberlé
Crenshaw and Derrick Bell’s Critical Race Theory (CRT). For a comprehensive analysis of cinematic
Asian American identities in the post-9/11 era, a combination of qualitative research methods is
needed. The use of historical, comparative, and content analysis and film semiotics are fundamental
to decoding the signs and symbols embedded in cinematic narratives.

This research seeks to contribute to the ongoing discourse on representation, diversity, and the
cultural significance of Asian American cinema. By critically examining specific cinematic works,
this paper aims to shed light on the dynamic and evolving nature of Asian American identities in the
realm of visual culture, which also addresses and challenges harmful stereotypes that persist in the
film industry.

English Language & Linguistics

Rodrigo Agustin Lana (University of Heidelberg, Germany)
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The use of face-aggravating strategies by Peninsular Spanish and British English speakers

The aim of my contribution to the Doctoral Symposium will be to report on my ongoing investigation
into how speakers deploy a range of different impolite strategies with the purpose of aggravating each
other’s face in interaction. This investigation is part of my wider PhD project entitled /mpoliteness in
Adversarial Contexts, which aims to elucidate how impoliteness is communicated among speakers of
British English and Spanish English respectively in a contrastive corpus of card game interactions.
My research is firmly anchored in pragmatics, the study of language in context, and more particularly
in (im)politeness theory. Initially formulated by Brown and Levinson (1978), this theory posits that
speakers orient to preserving or, as is the case of impoliteness research, damaging the face or self-
image of their interlocutors in communication. In order to provide a pragmatic description of the
specific context of card game interactions, I make use of Levinson’s (1979) activity-type framework,
which allows me to define the contextual and discursive constraints set upon language use by this
type of interactions.

The corpus of analysis, which is still in construction, consists of 8 four-party interactions, 4 in
Peninsular Spanish and 4 in British English. Due to its prototypicality as a zero-sum game and its
popularity in both countries, the shedding-type card game Uno was chosen as the data collection
instrument. Participants, who knew each other before recording, were therefore asked to play
consecutive games of Uno with minimal intervention from the researcher. After transcription of the
data, impolite utterances were identified and coded according to their level of explicitness and
according to whether they affected primarily the positive face (desire to be liked by others) or the
negative face (freedom of action) of the target.

The purpose of this specific chapter of my PhD is, above all, to determine if there are any
differences in how Spanish and British speakers make use of linguistic strategies to communicate
impoliteness. With this purpose in mind, I have adapted Culpeper’s (1996, 2005) taxonomy of
impoliteness strategies. My prediction is that British English speakers, as has been shown in other
studies (del Saz-Rubio 2022), may orient more heavily than their Spanish counterparts towards
damaging the negative face of the target. Moreover, I also expect British speakers to be more implicit
in their realizations of impoliteness. Preliminary results show, as expected, some negative
impoliteness strategies to be more frequent among speakers of British English. The qualitative
analysis of the impoliteness strategies found in my data also reveals that speakers of British English
and Peninsular Spanish utilize different syntactic resources to achieve greater impolite effects in
interaction.
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Mihaela Damian (Transylvania University, Brasov, Romania)
Translating interlingual asymmetry of conceptual metaphors in warlike narrative content

It is assumed that metaphor plays an essential role in establishing links between the perceptual system,
abstract thinking and the linguistic system, providing, through experimental methods (Caballero R:
2019, Evans and Wilkins: 2000, Lakoff and Johnson:1980), testable hypothesis substantiating the
claim that perceptual and culturally specific models are transposed in verbal and written behaviour,
hence having a corresponding impact within translated material. Consider ‘Light’ not only as a word,
rather as a visual property expressed linguistically which implies the coexistence of many possible
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meanings, triggering a certain emotion, such as hope. Someone might be the light of your life, you can
see the light at the end of a tunnel, in as much as light can turn on you or make one glow with worry.
Its metaphorical interpretation in Western society has developed a cultural connectivity among light
and spiritual knowledge, placing it in opposition to darkness, light being usually associated with an
up-conceptual frame, while dark with a down-conceptual one.

It is this cultural and ideological perspective attributed to conceptual metaphors that my PhD
focuses on, while regarding linguistic patterns as generators of social realities. I investigate their
implications for the processes of transfer of WWII literature from one culture to another via
translation. The instrument used for the extraction of quantitative data is an electronic tool, Sketch
Engine, through which the relevant data is filtered and selected based on specific criteria. The data
thereby obtained is used to explore the cognitive functions of metaphor and their potential
embodiment of meaning from a transfield standpoint (mappings into physical, emotional or mental
domains) in a contextualized, cross-linguistic, parallel approach (English - source language;
Romanian -target language; Spanish — target language). I explore the particularities implied in
rendering equivalence of metaphorical language within the ideological warlike grounds provided by
Second World War narratives, all texts presenting events taking place during Nazi occupation and
being written in the XXI century (trilingual parallel corpus: Anthony Doerr’s novel A/l the light we
cannot see (2014), The Book Thief (2005) written by Markus Zusak and The Nightingale (2015)
written by Kristin Hannah). Such narratives are most powerful in raising peoples’ awareness of
horrendous warfare because, as compared to bare history, they appeal to our deep-rooted inner
feelings. Their social and political value for the sake of peace in the world is multiplied through
translation, thereby multiplying its impact again and again. On an even wider scale, metaphorical
choices can spark new associations and understandings prompting people to rethink their opinions or
assumptions.

The preliminary data in my research show that linguistic choices connected to the usage of ‘light
can be re-conceptualized within a specific warlike scenario into their opposite culturally determined
equivalent, generating a higher rate of distortion of the original meaning in the translated narrative
content. Ultimately, these findings provide the premises for the transferability of results towards the
domains of Al, possibly generating higher accuracy rates in translated content, or towards
neurolinguistics shedding light on the role played by neural circuits in language acquisition.
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Maria De Santo (University of Naples L’Orientale)
Corpus linguistics and digital environments in English: From academic research to English
language learning, testing and assessment

The research project Corpus Linguistics and Digital Environments in English: from Academic
Research to English Language Learning, Testing and Assessment stems from the intersection of
corpus-based linguistic analysis and Language Testing and Assessment in English. The objective of
the research is twofold: first, to explore the potential of corpus-based techniques to analyse learners’
proficiency in L2 productions, second, to focus on how the results of the study can be applied to
develop both learning methodologies and assessment strategies that can enhance learners’ linguistic
and metacognitive skills. The study, indeed, aims to design teaching and learning materials tailored
to a definite academic context, as well as to project e-testing and e- assessment tools more reliable
and closer to students’ needs. The double perspective that distinguishes the research projects also
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determines the nature of its impact and expected outcomes: the first, a specialised learner corpus
based on university L2 learners of English, the second a structured format for a language e-testing
system tailored on the university specific educational context.

The theoretical framework of the research project merges approaches and methodologies from the
fields of Corpus Linguistics, Second Language Acquisition and Language Testing and Assessment,
while fostering the integration of digital resources and environments, such as Learning Management
System (LMS) platforms and Web 2.0 tools, with the methods of corpus-based linguistic analysis.
Moreover, the integration of Al technology will enhance the overall research by offering additional
tools supporting the investigation during the phases of corpus building, annotation and preliminary
exploration.

The core of the research is the construction and the analysis of a specialised academic learner
corpus, based on data collected from text productions of L2 learners of English during online
assessment sessions conducted in digital environments. The corpus, that is also being annotated and
tagged, aims to detect aspects in the students’ production that need consideration or further revision
or, in a further phase, to document progresses in various stages of English language learning. The
main tool employed for the linguistic analysis of the corpus and for the research of collocational
patterns in EFL learners’ production is the Software SketchEngine.

As for the results obtained so far, the initial investigation is offering the opportunity to identify
errors, evidence their frequencies, highlight recursive patterns in learners’ production in English,
while providing for a systematic description of the learners’ error. Starting from the identification of
the particular language features both with reference to language use as a whole and with reference to
specific contexts, this basis will serve to broaden the perspective of the research, first by enlarging
the corpus and creating subcorpora and then to use the results as a basis for syllabus implementation
and for the creation of e-assessment tools more reliable and related to the specific academic context.

Roberto Esposito (University of Naples L’Orientale)
How to do things with Style. A Multimodal Stylistic and Corpus-based Investigation of Drag
Culture

The main aim of this Doctoral dissertation is to focus on verbal and non-verbal language in drag
culture through the analysis of a corpus of episodes from the famous TV show RuPaul’s Drag Race
(2009—present). The purpose is to observe and de/en-code the complex multimodal interplay between
words and visual elements — both static and kinetic — that characterises drag culture. The hypothesis
defended is that through the study of the verbal and visual articulations of drag performances it is
possible to deepen the socio- political discourse around such a community of practice, and to revise
the popular concept of ‘style’ (understood in terms of aesthetics) as ‘multimodal style’ (Nergaard,
2014), hitherto attributed exclusively to the formal aspects of written texts.

The investigation draws from a vast theoretical background to develop a hybrid methodological
framework apt to delve deeper into some areas of linguistics, such as Stylistics. As the title of the
project suggests, the matrix is that of John Austin’s Speech Acts (1962), later expanded by Judith
Butler (1997), on the performativity of language. This study moves from the sociolinguistic
assumption that identity and language are key elements of a two-way process: to be identified,
individuals characterise themselves through the use of a specific language (Bucholtz & Hall, 2010);
likewise, language allows for the identification of specific individuals (Motschenbacher & Stegu,
2013). Following this idea, individuals gather in communities of practice (Lave & Wenger, 1991),
social groups whose members share common beliefs, practices, therefore language and discourses.

Concerning the methodology, this research adopts a Multimodal Stylistics approach (Nergaard,
2014). By adapting the linguistic metafunctions identified by Halliday (2004), Kress and Van
Leeuwen’s Multimodality Theory (2001, 2006) outlines those metafunctions that work for visual
language. In light of this framework, this study adopts the concept of “multimodal prosody”
(Balirano, 2017), a re-semiotization of semantic prosody which occurs when semiotic cohesion is
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created through the coherent integration of an item with its surroundings. This allows for a more
functional interpretation of an image, but also a significant change in the way the original image is
perceived.

Regarding the corpus, it is comprised of the same episode from all the seasons of RuPaul’s Drag
Race aired so far: the Snatch Game episode. In this recurring challenge, drag queens must imitate
celebrities by replicating their verbal and non-verbal aesthetics and behaviour. The Snatch Corpus
allows for the observation of how styles overlap in drag practice: in order to reproduce someone else’s
style, drag queens must observe it, play with their own style and finally use their soft skills to devise,
fabricate and perform a look that is also socially critical — a style beyond style.

Preliminary findings of this research mainly concern theory and methodology. A first piece of
evidence is that, just as a discourse is made up of several texts that can be bound together by prosodic
schemes, a community of practice is self-represented through performative social acts characterised
by multimodal prosody. As for stylistic aspects, style turns out to be a device for the creation and/or
expansion of meaning, as observable from corpus-based analysis, where style provides operational
nodes such as words, phrases, body moves, and other visual elements.
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Daniel Gerrard (Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia)
Comparing stance expression in student and expert writing: A needs analysis of Czech PhD
students in linguistics

To publish, not perish, PhD students must learn to express an appropriate stance in their research
writing, one which the reader will find both convincing and credible. Since writing conventions vary
across linguacultural backgrounds, this task is even more difficult for student writers with English as
L2. While stance has been extensively researched in expert academic writing, less attention has been
given to the writing of students at the PhD level. This lack of knowledge of students’ specific language
needs can make it challenging for teachers when designing academic writing courses.

To address this gap, in my ongoing doctoral research, I investigate stance expression in writing by
Czech PhD students in the form of a needs analysis. The aim is to identify the students’ needs
regarding stance-taking in research article writing to better prepare them to publish internationally.
The study uses a mixed methods design, combining corpus-based analysis of student and expert
writing and interviews with PhD students and academics. Two specialised corpora were compiled for
the study: a learner corpus of student writing comprising 24 PhD theses by students in linguistics (L1
Czech) and a reference corpus of 24 research articles in linguistics by expert writers (L1 English).
Analysis of the frequency and rhetorical function of stance features is carried out based on Hyland’s
(2005) model of stance. The follow-up interviews focus on students’ experience of academic writing,
views on stance expression, and their perceived needs. The interviews follow a semi-structured or
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discourse-based format and include a discussion of extracts of the student’s own writing. Preliminary
results from a pilot study suggest that the students’ expertise in academic writing, previous
instruction, and L1 background all appear to influence their use of stance features to some degree.
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Gilberto Giannacchi (University of Insubria, Como, Italy)
A Corpus-assisted Critical Discourse Study of US and UK Music Reviews (1980- 2022):
Preliminary Findings

Main Topics and issues: This PhD project focuses on contemporary music (album) reviews. In the
past century, musicology and popular culture sociology research has sought to unearth this genre’s
complexities, mainly focusing on the evolution of its ideals (e.g., race, authenticity and taste) and the
distribution issues (Jones 2022). However, no studies have so far addressed these topics from an
applied linguistics perspective. This PhD project aims to fill this gap with a multidisciplinary,
diachronic analysis combining corpus linguistics, critical discourse studies and genre analysis. The
main research goals are to define contemporary album reviews as a text genre and to interpret the
discursive strategies adopted by contemporary reviewers to describe music albums. The relevance of
this research lies in determining the impact of the linguistic-discursive practices adopted by this
intellectual class on the music market and music consumers’ preferences (Fenster 2002).

Corpus: The corpus contains 1980 texts published in the 1980-2022 timespan, which allows to
account for events that substantially impacted the course of popular music press, such as the spread
of digital music formats and the emergence of semi- professional music webzines. Album reviews
published on magazines, webzines and newspapers issued in the US and UK, widely considered to
be the pioneering countries in contemporary music criticism (Jones 2002), were included in the
corpus, randomly selecting 10 reviews per year for each press outlet. The texts were collected from
the online archive rocksbackpages.org.

Methods: The corpus will be first analyzed for its lexical features using a phraseological approach to
technical texts (Giacomini 2022). Frequent collocates of musical technical vocabulary items will be
scrutinized to identify an inventory of standard phrases employed by reviewers, which will
subsequently be investigated for their evaluative purposes (Hunston & Thompson 2000). Additional
in-depth analyses of discursive features (Wodak & Meyer 2016) will be carried out on positively
evaluated reviews. This will allow to trace the evolution of the salient artistic and ideological values
contained in the texts. The results that emerge from the corpus analysis will be integrated with
contextual information on the professional culture and practice associated with contemporary album
reviews (Bhatia 2004), so to obtain a multidimensional perspective on this text genre.

Results obtained so far: preliminary results were obtained by investigating smaller portions of the
corpus from a synchronic viewpoint. A study of Pitchfork (one of the most influent music webzines
of the XXI century) reviews of albums included in the top 50 of 2022 showed a creative use of
technical language, often recurring to metaphor and onomatopoeia. Additionally, the discursive
features in the texts implicitly question the latently misogynistic values of rock’n’roll, an aspect that
incidentally overlaps with the areas of interest of discourse studies.

References

Bhatia, V. K. (2004). Worlds of Written Discourse: A Genre-Based View. London: Continuum.

Fenster, M. (2002). Consumers’ Guides: The Political Economy of the Music Press and the Democracy of Critical
Discourse. In S. Jones (Ed.), Pop music and the press (pp. 81-92). Philadelphia: Temple University Press.

Giacomini, L. (2022). Phraseology in technical texts: A frame-based approach to multiword term analysis and extraction.
In C. Mellado Blanco (Ed.), Productive Patterns in Phraseology and Construction Grammar: A Multilingual
Approach (pp. 215-234). Berlin, Boston: De Gruyter. https://doi.org/10.1515/9783110520569- 009

Hunston, S., Thompson, G. (2000). Evaluation in text: Authorial stance and the construction of discourse: Authorial

44



stance and the construction of discourse. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Jones, S. (2002). Pop music and the press. Philadelphia: Temple University Press. Wodak R. and Meyer M. (eds) (2016).
Methods of Critical Discourse Studies. 3rd edn.

London: SAGE.

Jelena Gugi¢ (University of Zadar, Croatia)
Corpus-based analysis of collocations in judicial decisions in the Croatian language and their
translation into the English language in the period between 1980 and 2020

The main aim of my dissertation is to find the most adequate translation equivalent of the collocations
extracted from judicial decisions found in the archives of the Municipal and County Court of Pula
which were translated into English by offering a diachronic analysis of the changes undergone by the
legal language in Croatia in the period between 1980 and 2020, emphasising the crucial moments in
its history: before and after gaining independence, and after its application for EU membership was
accepted. The main hypotheses set in the dissertation are the following:

H1 — the collocations in the Croatian judicial decisions changed in the three historical periods (1980
to 1990, 1991 to 2003 and 2004 to 2020).

H2 — in the second period collocations changed to avoid socialist terminology.

H3 — in the third period collocations changed to adapt to the EU legal terminology. H4 — the
translation equivalents of collocations in the English language did not change due to a stable social
and political situation in English-speaking countries.

The dissertation will deal with the following topics: (i) the social and political situation of the
Republic of Croatia as part of the former Yugoslav Republic and after becoming an independent state,
as well as the influence of these circumstances on the Croatian language, i.e., language policy; (ii)
legal language and legal translation; (iii) collocations; (iv) Language Management Theory. The basic
theoretical background for the analysis of translation equivalents will be the Language Management
Theory which assumes four basic steps: observing the language problem, evaluating it, planning an
adequate correction, and implementing it in a certain discourse. The dissertation will revolve around
the first three steps, and in order for the correction to be as accurate as possible, the translation of
collocations extracted from the corpus of Croatian judicial decisions will be compared to collocations
found in corpora of original legal documents in the English language (e.g. British Law Report Corpus,
Eur- Lex English 2/2016).

The corpus of Croatian judicial decisions translated into English created for the purpose of writing
the doctoral dissertation consists of 66 documents found in the archives of the Municipal Court in
Pula, and of 82 documents of the County Court in Pula. The smaller number of documents found in
the Municipal Court was expected due to the fact that municipal courts deal with cases belonging to
their specific territory, whereas county courts, which are courts of second instance, deal with cases
belonging to the whole region/county, which means that they encompass all the municipal courts
belonging to its territory (in this case, the County Court of Pula encompasses all the municipal courts
of the Istria County). The analysis conducted so far has proved that H1 and H3 can be accepted.
However, H2 and H4 can only be partially accepted.

Jana Hallova (Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia)
Multimodal Creativity on Social Networks

In recent years, memetics have become a common part of online communication and it is still
becoming more and more expressive and prevalent across a myriad of platforms. How far can
memetic elements evolve to develop discourse online, replace the prevalent nature of online
conversation and transform online language even further towards multimodality? This thesis

45



concentrates on memetic elements in an online conversation, their usage regarding poster intent and
their capacity to substitute textual communication effectively. The study observes both the context of
the element usage as well as the effect that the elements have on the subsequent continuation of the
conversation and turn-taking. It is exploring the following research questions:

1. What is the intent of the speaker when they employ memetic elements in online discourse?
2. Is the employment of memetic elements successful in manipulating the flow of the
conversation in a manner that textual expressions would?

In order to investigate the research questions, I collect data from several social media platforms,
primarily Facebook and Twitter, both of which allow free usage of multimodal elements in their
discourse threads. The study uses both quantitative and qualitative approaches to the data. The project
uses a quantitative method to reveal patterns in two categories: closing of conversation patterns and
patterns in carrying conversation. The latter is divided into subsections on deflection of topic and
continuation of topic — the quantitative part of the research therefore examines the numerical evidence
of the capacity of these elements to continue, recontextualize or terminate the current discourse, based
on patterns with the same effect observed in textual conversations.

Each of these patterns will have selected samples of usage of memetic elements which will be
analyzed qualitatively from a pragmatic point of view — in detail with their context, layers of meaning,
speaker intent and hearer reception. Those will be subjected to analysis based on Wiggins’s elaborated
dimensions of a meme (content, form and stance), and enhanced by new dimensions relevant to the
study (such as the capacity of the meme to contextually progress or instigate a conversation).

This methodology should reveal the methods in which memetic elements bring about new tactics
for manipulating conversation and controlling its flow and context by their polysemiotic nature and
socio-culturally associated extra meanings.

The research is currently in its advanced stages of data collection with some prototypes selected
to be subjected to qualitative study. A supporting study examines one such prototype — usage of
memetic elements by Elon Musk on the social media platform Twitter (currently X) and their role in
representation tactics to reveal both the poster’s intent and reception to it by his followers.
Furthermore, to examine the prevalence of memetic elements in online conversation and their
capacity to move online language more and more towards multimodality, another supporting study
has been conducted to determine whether substitution of textual conversation with memetics occurs
more often with younger generations (based on demographic data).

Emma Jackovi¢ova (Masaryk University, Brno, Czechia)
The perception of the Rheme by native and non-native speakers of English

The dissertation project is based on the analysis of the information structure of discourse from the
viewpoint of the theory of Functional Sentence Perspective established by Jan Firbas. The aim of this
study is to ascertain whether the perception of the information structure of an English text by non-
native speakers of English differs from its perception by native speakers and whether non-native
speakers’ perception is influenced by the conventions operating in their native language. The study
carried out so far is based on the analysis of parallel excerpts from Harry Potter and the Goblet of
Fire by J.K. Rowling and its Czech-translated version Harry Potter a Ohnivy Pohar, chosen for their
relevance to the students’ linguistic levels, their clarity, and high ratio of unusually structured
sentences.

The quantitative part of the methodology involves a detailed analysis of the responses of two
complementary surveys collected from first-year English Language and Literature students at
Masaryk University, who were tasked with identifying rhemes, the most important elements, in
selected parallel English and Czech texts. The qualitative analysis includes an in-depth examination
of the reasoning behind the students’ choices, providing insights into their interpretative strategies,
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linguistic intuition, and even their understanding of broader situational contexts. The data gathered
from non-native speakers were collected and analyzed for research for my diploma thesis. These data
will be built upon and compared with newly acquired data based on survey responses of native
speakers of English, the results of which will be presented at the ESSE Doctoral Symposium. In the
future, the dissertation project will be extended by analyses of other genres of written English texts,
and of spoken language in order to incorporate the role of intonation and prosodic prominence into
the study.

The study to be presented at the Symposium will address a fundamental question: Does the native
language structure of non-native English speakers influence their perception of the rheme in English
texts? Preliminary observations suggest some differences in the rheme perception between native and
non-native speakers of English, especially in sentences with the rtheme in an initial position. The
analysis also identifies cases in which both native and non-native speakers of English indicate as most
communicatively important pieces of information that are not interpreted as rhemes in the theory of
FSP.

In conclusion, this project, fitting to be presented at the workshop strand of English Language, will
provide a comprehensive analysis of how native and non- native speakers perceive the rheme in
English sentences, bridging the gap between Firbasian linguistic theory and practical application in
language understanding.
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Sameena Malik (University of Bologna, Italy)
Linguistic Analysis of Green Content in Italian High School English Textbooks: An Ecological
Perspective

The climate change on earth will impact social change in society. Thus, ecological issues greatly
affect the perception of individuals regarding their life and how they have to live. Ecological
linguistics, as a new branch of linguistics, investigates the interrelation of language, ecology and
society. More easily put, ecological language can help learners to have more information and
knowledge about the environment. The present study intends to explore to what extent the concept of
green practices and environmental issues is considered in English language textbooks (Oxford,
Cambridge and Pearson) recommended for 9th standard (age group 14-15) in Italian EFL high schools
to dig out the representation of green practices and green content. For this purpose, corpus related to
environmental issues are examined and investigated, taxonomized into categories corresponding to
environmental issues, green practices, and subsequently analyzed with content analysis and corpus
tools i.e. Sketch Engine. The present study will use ecolinguistic framework by Stibbe (2015) to
support the researcher’s argument. The stories we live by are present around us all the time in our
daily life, for instance in the news, advertisements, politics, law, medicine, in daily conversation and
textbooks. These stories ultimately impact and affect individuals’ behaviors and the choices they
make in their lives. As this study will be based on the extent to which the concept of green content is
considered in high school EFL textbooks, the linguistic choices, which can be called their agendas,
will construct certain stories that have an impact on human lives and nature around us.

This study has following three hypotheses based on three research questions:

Hypothesis 1

"1 H1 there is significant difference between expected and observed frequency regarding the words
related to ecolinguistics in Italian high school English textbooks (English File, Empower, Speakout).
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1 HO there is no significant difference between expected and observed frequency regarding the words
related to ecolinguistics in Italian high school English textbooks (English File, Empower, Speakout).
Hypothesis 2

[1 H2 there is significant difference between expected and observed frequency regarding the
sentences related to ecolinguistics in Italian high school English textbooks (English File, Empower,
Speakout).

"1 HO there is no significant difference between expected and observed frequency regarding the
sentences related to ecolinguistics in Italian high school English textbooks (English File, Empower,
Speakout).

Hypothesis 3

1 H3 there is significant difference between expected and observed frequency regarding the topics
related to ecolinguistics in Italian high school English textbooks (English File, Empower, Speakout).
1 HO there is no significant difference between expected and observed frequency regarding the topics
related to ecolinguistics in Italian high school English textbooks (English File, Empower, Speakout).

It is expected that, pedagogically, this study will be helpful for policymakers and curriculum
designers. This study will be beneficial to improve the ecolinguistic perspective on Italian textbooks,
as well as a more general context-specific awareness, the employment of which requires suitable
education in all schooling grades to allow children, adolescents and adults to develop perceptions and
beliefs towards environmental problems and to develop their behaviors and lifestyle decisions
towards green practices.

Tijana Popovikj (University of Skopje, North Macedonia)
Teaching English Idioms to First Year University Students: A Cognitive-linguistic vs. Traditional
Approach

Idioms are complex, multifaceted expressions whose meaning could not be derived from the meaning
of their constituent words (Cooper, 1998; Kdovecses, 2002). Due to their specific nature, these
language expressions are often considered a challenging and a difficult part of the English vocabulary.
Numerous studies have indicated that this problem mainly occurs among students who learn English
as a foreign language (Creswell, 2014; Irujo, 1986). It is believed that the difficulty of successfully
acquiring English idioms is a result of the fact that idioms do not have a literal translation and
therefore, very often second language students are unable to interpret or use them in an appropriate
context. However, the ability to understand and use idioms in a specific context is of an utmost
importance since, as Burke points out, idioms are prevalent in the English language and they are used
on a daily basis by native English language speakers (Burke, 1998).

Although there are numerous studies in which idioms have been discussed from various aspects,
given their complex structure, scholars still have certain disputes about which teaching approach is
considered to be the most effective while teaching these expressions. The main contradiction occurs
between the traditional and the cognitive linguistic approach. The former approach emphasizes rote
memorization, repetition and “dry” learning which is usually out of context. The latter on the other
hand, implies that idioms can be mastered by analysing their constituent parts and by logically
connecting their meaning with certain cognitive metaphors.

The research paper will compare the effectiveness of the traditional and the cognitive-linguistic
teaching approaches, among first year students who study English for Specific Purposes (ESP) at the
Medical University in Skopje, Republic of
N. Macedonia. The following research hypotheses are to be considered:

1. The cognitive-linguistic approach is an effective way of teaching idioms to first- year students
studying ESP.
2. The cognitive-linguistic approach is more effective than the traditional approach for learning
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English idioms.

44 out of 120 students who showed a similar proficiency level (prior to conducting the research
students were distributed a General English Assessment Questionnaire) are considered as eligible
participants for the study. The elected participants then received questionnaire containing 31
questions with health-related idioms, which would be taught later in the experiment. The next step
includes a division of the participants into two groups- group A comprising of 22 students, and group
B comprising of 22 students. Group A will apply the traditional approach while teaching the
abovementioned idioms; group B will apply the cognitive-linguistic approach while teaching the
same idioms. Once these idioms are taught, participants of both groups will receive the same
questionnaire evaluating their knowledge of idioms. It is believed that distributing the questionnaire
to students before and after conducting the study will reveal which of the abovementioned approaches
is more effective while teaching idioms. By being conducted in a setting and under circumstances
which have not yet been exhaustively explored, the present study will hopefully provide beneficial
reference for future research.

Giovanni Raffa (Sapienza University of Rome and University of Silesia in Katowice)
Italian subtitling solutions for English-language stand-up comedy

Stand-up comedy can be regarded as an audiovisual text given its increased availability within
streaming services despite traditionally being considered as a part of the performing arts (live stage
production). And, as an audiovisual product it tends to be translated most of the time. Despite not
receiving much scholarly attention, stand-up performances are characterised by different features on
a structural and artistic level that can prove challenging in the context of interlingual translation. The
main objective of this study is to provide original insight on translation theory and humour translation
by tracing a descriptive profile of the performances. Because broadcast stand-up comedy is a
humorous audiovisual text, and includes issues of relevance for humour translation, subtitling practice
and audiovisual translation, the descriptive profile focuses on the humour and translation strategies
employed in the texts, taking into account how the jokes are delivered, how the build-up and
punchlines impact the translation and specifically subtitling of the texts. Consequently, the research
questions are the following:

What are the audiovisual elements present in the performances?

Considering the tie between stand-up comedy and other audiovisual humorous text, are there
humorous techniques between stand-up texts and sit-coms?

What are the specific constraints that the medium imposes on the subtitling?

In order to answer these questions, the research initially collected a corpus of 20 performances,
subtitled into Italian, focusing mostly on contemporary British performers and prioritizing full
performances of circa 60 minutes in length. The data is analysed qualitatively drawing on different
theories depending on the research question being addressed. For the inquiry on the audiovisuality of
the performances, relevant examples are provided in order to profile the ratio between verbal and
non- verbal, video and audio messages and their relationship to collocate broadcast stand- up comedy
on a mapping plane of AV texts (Zabalbeascoa 2008). Upon describing the features of standup
comedy as a text, including a text-focused definition of stand-up comedy, the professional
environment of the performers and the prototypical structure of a stand-up show, excerpts from stand-
up performances by Ricky Gervais have been analysed along with selected examples from the first
season of the UK version of The Office (2003-2005), resulting in a discussion on the relationship
between humour and narrative in the two texts. This analysis was carried out following a proposed
model of linguistic humour theory that combines the seminal contributions of Nash (1985) and
Attardo (2017). The subtitling of the performances is instead analysed drawing from different quality
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assessment frameworks, and comparisons between relevant theoretical standpoint in subtitling and
company guidelines (e.g.: Netflix, PrimeVideo, etc.).

Ultimately, the research aims to provide original insights and concepts regarding translation
theory, drawing upon the constraints, issues and theoretical outcomes of the previous analyses. In
particular, the dissertation concludes with a discussion of the difference between audiovisual humour
translation and audiovisual translation of humour, on the relevance of the translation of stand-up
comedy for the Italian mediascape and on the significance of contemporary subtitling trends regarding
the challenge of humour subtitling.
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Derya Arslan Yavuz (Pamukkale University, Tiirkiye)
Feminist Geography in Contemporary Women’s Fiction: Bernardine Evaristo and Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie

Considering the cruciality of the feminist thought in many fields and variety of feminisms due to the
needs of women, the topic of this dissertation aims to focus on feminist geography in contemporary
women’s writings. In a very general sense, feminist geography is about looking at the spaces around
us- our human-made environments, our natural environments- and seeing the ways in which they
have been shaped by ideas of gender and power relations. Thus, the answer to the question “What
counts as feminist geography?”’ can be considered as the breakdown and reinforcement of the borders
that have been set to women both physically and mentally for years. Although feminist geography is
extensively discussed in social sciences, the discussions of the term remain nearly untouched in
literature. Therefore, migration, sense of space, gendered geographies, spaces of precarity, borders,
cross- borders, geographical inequalities, can all be examined through the lens of literary criticism.
The study will focus on the contemporary women’s fiction which blends the current issues of space
by offering a panorama of the world that is mingled by migrations, blurred spaces and challenging
traditional boundaries as well as the place and role of women in these disintegrated societies. In that
regard, Bernardine Evaristo’s Girl, Woman, Other and Blonde Roots and Chimamanda Ngozi
Adichie’s Americanah and Purple Hibiscus will be discussed under the light of feminist geography
to illuminate the women characters’ struggles against gendered norms in different spaces and
geographies. The dissertation also embodies the theory of geocriticism in order to support the
importance of space in such an interdisciplinary study. The results obtained so far have indicated that
geocriticism can be a base for feminist geography in literary studies so as to support the term ‘space’
and both can be harmonized within the fiction of contemporary women writers who have ethnic
backgrounds and different geographical experiences.

Paula Asensi (University of Alicante, Spain)
The Representation and Self-Perception of Women Artists in the North-American Kiinstlerroman
The Kiinstlerroman is a literary genre that follows the artistic quest of a character, focusing on the

origin of their artistic pretension and the development of such talent throughout their life. A much-
less studied branch of the Kiinstlerroman is the female perspective of the genre, especially in North-
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American literature, with examples like Elizabeth Stuart Phelps’s The Story of Avis (1877), Kate
Chopin’s The Awakening (1899), Mary Austin’s A Woman of Genius (1912), Willa Cather’s The Song
of the Lark (1915), and Bess Streeter Aldrich’s 4 Lantern in her Hand (1928), all dealing with the
artistic process of women.

These five novels encompass the corpus of my dissertation, which intends to explore how women
have represented other artists in fiction and how they perceive themselves as artists in their non-
fictional and (often) private texts. For this purpose, this dissertation considers not only the literary
texts mentioned above, but also a range of letters, autobiographies such as Phelps’s Chapters from a
Life (1896) and Austin’s Earth Horizon (1932), and essays that reflect the authors’ description of
their own lives as professional writers. My initial hypothesis is that authors represent artists in their
fiction differently from the way they perceive their own artistic careers in their private texts.
Considering this corpus of literary and non-literary texts, I have identified four recurrent elements in
these texts that constitute the structure of the dissertation: first, the quest to find a private room to
perfect their artistic skills; second, the artists’ transcendence into the public sphere; third, the relation
between artists through the use of clothes; and fourth, debates about the purpose, nature, and value of
art.

To approach these elements, I combine post-spheres criticism, spatial theories, and material culture

studies. Post-spheres criticism derives from the separate spheres’ theory, a set of ideas originating in
the nineteenth century which were used to explain that women belonged to the domestic or private
sphere, whereas men occupied the public sphere. Feminist and sociological studies from the twentieth
century onwards (Kerber 1988; Cohen 1998; Elbert 2000; Davidson and Hatcher 2002) helped to
unravel what we now call post-spheres criticism, by exemplifying how women’s situation had not
been as limited as scholars had initially thought. Spatial theories like Ellen Rooney’s notion of “a
semiprivate room” (2004), and Deborah Parson’s concept of “flanerie” (1999) provide a more
complex understanding of women in domestic and public spaces. Lastly, material culture studies
(Thompson 1979; Mao 1998; Merish 2000) include a more innovative approach by considering how
these Kiinstlerromane tackle debates about the commodification and value of art.
The results obtained so far confirm the initial hypothesis that women’s self- conception as artists
differs from the representation of artists in their fiction. The first chapter, focused on private rooms,
follows Rooney’s concept of “a semiprivate room” (2004) and argues that the group of writers
encountered similar problems to their fictional characters to find a quiet and private space;
nevertheless, the Kiinstlerromane describe a more complex and over-dramatized struggle.
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Hend Ayari (University of Debrecen, Hungary)
My, Her, Our Stories: Survivance and Decolonizing Trauma in Memoirs by Native American
Women

Under the auspices of the decolonizing project, my proposed research aims to demonstrate that
healing from transhistorical trauma among Native Americans is possible by shifting its articulation
and understanding from a Western perspective that traditionally emphasizes the “ontology of
victimhood” to reading it through the prism of survivance. In this context, women’s (re)mapping of
territory and self through the narration of the interplay of movement and rootedness is a significant
strategy in Native American life writing. In their self-narratives, Indigenous authors connect such
mapping to exploring overarching stories—familial, ancestral, historical, and spiritual—that mark
autobiographical moments that “take place” (Momaday). Drawing on Indigenous feminist place-
based and land-based readings that center Indigenous women’s voices and bodies at the forefront of
struggles for self- determination and drawing on Vizenor’s oft-quoted notions of survivance, I argue
that the interplay between movement and rootedness is crucial in these life stories’ engagement with
conceptions of land and place that challenge the American understanding of space. Women’s life
writings serve as oppositional mappings of Western-centered cartographies, providing a rewriting of
sovereign stories. Therefore, the Native movement transcends the victimization of American Indians
because it is self-indulged and upsets the US territorial boundaries, countering the narrative of
removal and dislocation that marked the history of American Indians. By analyzing selected
compositional techniques, forms, and languages used by contemporary women memoirists, this
chapter explores the potential of women’s reinvention of vocabulary to reveal renewed spatial
possibilities and the exploration of physical and discursive territoriality. These authors’ attempts at
narrative (re)mapping become a vital feature of narrative self-construction and the reclamation of
“sovereign selves” (Carlson). Following two theoretical chapters about trauma and the genre of
autobiography, this paper constitutes the third chapter of my dissertation, where I delineate the areas
where women’s recuperative stance is most visible. This part came along with the feedback I received
at last year’s symposium, especially with regard to limiting the scope of the study and finding a
common ground between the authors to counter-balance their disparate tribal affiliations. The
findings of this analysis aim to contribute to the advancement of the overall project and further situate
my research within the broader context of decolonizing research in Indigenous studies.

Aminat Emma Badmus (University of Modena and Reggio Emilia, Italy)
Transnational Contemporary Nigerian Women’s Fiction in English: Critical Intersections

With the turn of the twenty-first century, there has been a growing presence of sub- Saharan African
women writers on the literary scene whose work is being read both in the Global South and the North.
The majority of these novelists are either based in Europe or America or are of Nigerian descent.
Their multiple affiliations and the process of confrontation with geographic, climatic, culinary,
linguistic, political and economic divergences, to name but the obvious ones, are reflected in their
narratives. Focusing on literary works authored by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Sefi Atta,

Helen Oyeyemi, Akwaeke Emezi, Chinelo Okparanta, Chika Unigwe, Taiye Selasi, and Yejide
Kilanko, the present research project looks at current debates in transnational literary criticism,
feminist studies, and postcolonial stylistics. The objective is to gain a comprehensive understanding
of the intricate and multifaceted narratives of diasporic Nigerian subjects and the strategies employed
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to promote these creative works within and beyond Nigeria.

To be more specific, the study examines the ways in which these literary works by Nigerian novelists
highlight important issues that characterise contemporary women’s experiences with transnational
migration. These include the idealisation of Western nations, the factors that impel and compel
individuals to leave Nigeria, the alienating impact of racial discrimination faced in the host nation,
the cultural disruption and disillusionment encountered overseas, and the topos of return migration.
The dissertation also examines how written language plays an instrumental role in expressing the
notion of “Nigerianness” and a sense of shared cultural and national identity in transnational contexts.
By primarily employing the stylistic approach to literary discourse analysis, the dissertation elucidates
how modern Nigerian women novelists and short story writers use English, Nigerian Pidgin English,
and indigenous languages to (re)construct and reclaim, on their own terms, a fluid and polyphonic
hybrid identity.
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Paolo D’Indinosante (Sapienza University of Rome, Italy, and University of Silesia in Katowice,
Poland)
Imperial Voices in Verse: British Poetry and the Empire, c. 1815-1914

Notwithstanding the 1990s cultural turn in imperial history, scholars of British imperial literature and
culture in the long nineteenth century continue to be largely silent on poetry. Situated at the
intersection of imperial history and literary studies, my research project draws on extensive archival
research and addresses this serious gap in the extant scholarship, with a view to producing a first-ever
in-depth study which explores and maps the highly uncharted territory of British imperial poetry
between 1815 and 1914. My research particularly focusses on periodical verse and on poetry
anthologies as well as on poems written by non-canonical authors in response to a wide range of
imperial stimuli, including events such as colonial conflicts and royal jubilees. Applying
methodological insights offered by historical poetics, and combining careful historical
contextualisation with in-depth textual analysis, my dissertation attempts to highlight the complex
role played by the poetic text-type in British imperial literary culture approximately in the years 1815
to 1914, which has been generally downplayed, if not almost entirely overlooked. On the contrary,
my work ultimately aims to show that, albeit often ambivalently, a vast array of writers penned
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imperial verse to fulfil didactic purposes or to contribute to public occasions or debate, and that a host
of editors compiled specific poetry anthologies with the two- fold aim of historicising the Empire and
promoting its supporting ideology to various audiences. In order to demonstrate this, I concentrate on
understudied poems such as William Seward Hall’s The Empire of Philanthropy (1822), Gerald
Massey’s Havelock March (1860), and Lewis Morris’s Song of Empire (1887), on relevant verse
printed in metropolitan periodicals such as Punch and The London Illustrated News since the 1840s,
and on patriotic anthologies of poetry such as Arthur Stanley Megaw’s Patriotic Song (1901) and
John and Jean Lang’s Poetry of Empire (1910). Not only does my dissertation begin to shed some
light on a curious blind spot in the current state of the research, but it also identifies several adjacent
areas in which additional work may be done in the future.

Emily Hay (University of Glasgow)
The ‘Quenis awne hand’: self-presentation in the poetry and correspondence of Mary Queen of
Scots, 1567-1587

In 1567 Mary Queen of Scots was deposed from her throne following the murder of her second
husband, Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley and her ensuing marriage to the chief suspect, James Hepburn,
Earl of Bothwell. In the aftermath of Darnley’s murder, the marriage and Mary’s deposition, a host
of propagandistic texts began appearing which portrayed Mary as a tyrant, an adulteress, and a
murderess, often through the example of famously ‘evil’ women of classical myth or biblical parable.
Perhaps most critically, this propaganda heavily implied that the basis for these assessments of the
Scottish Queen came, not only from her physical actions, but from Aer writing. For her detractors,
Mary’s very status as an author underscored her sexual and moral deviance.

In acknowledgement of this, my doctoral research explores the written representation of Mary as
presented in her own writings: her self-portrayal in poetry and correspondence. Taking Darnley’s
murder in 1567 and the ensuing explosion of writing about Mary as its starting point, I analyse Mary’s
own textual representation of herself alongside the propaganda written about her until her own voice
was effectively silenced by her execution in 1587.

My research takes an historicist approach to literary criticism, but also emphasises the extent to
which Mary’s writings function as a culturally determined performance of herself at certain historical
moments — they offer us no claims to objective truth in regards to ‘what she was really like’. Instead,
it is the contention of my thesis that Mary presents a multitude of textual selves in her writing, and
that these were often crafted in seemingly explicit counter to the unflattering cultural representations
of her exhibited by others. Far from the stereotype of the tragic or emotionally excessive woman
whose writings always proceed directly from the self, my thesis argues that Mary’s self-
representations were deliberate rhetorical tools, as much as was the propaganda others wrote about
her.

Now in the third year of my PhD, I have explored my hypothesis in relation to the representation
of Mary as women of classical myth, characters of the bible, and the focus paid to the sexualised and
ravished body of the queen, whilst also developing further themes of the portrayal of Mary as a mother
and her increasingly urgent relationship with mortality and martyrdom. As it stands, my research
demonstrates Mary’s own awareness of the ways she was represented in these areas, and her
increasing desire, as her imprisonment drew on, to have herself represented in her own voice for
posterity.

My presentation at the doctoral symposium will give a brief overview of the context of my project
and its current findings, demonstrating the potential impact my finished project will offer the fields
of royal literature, early modern women'’s political voice, Scottish and transnational literary studies.

Irma Kré¢an (University of Toulon, France and University of Zagreb, Croatia)
The Anthropocene’s Threats and Hopes in the Contemporary Indigenous Australian Novel
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The aim of my thesis is to explore a selection of novels by contemporary Indigenous Australian
authors in the context of the issues raised in the era of the Anthropocene. The topic of the
Anthropocene and man-made environmental damage is becoming an increasingly important area of
study, as humanity is beginning to experience first- hand the serious consequences of its centuries-
long destruction and exploitation of the planet. Significantly, these consequences are particularly felt
in Australia, a country which has been hit very hard by environmental catastrophes such as bush fires
and floods, but whose government policies continue to be primarily profit-driven, failing to recognise
and adequately address the problem. Aboriginal peoples have frequently been subjected to these
policies, since their culture is based on the reciprocal care between the human and other-than-human,
which is in direct opposition to the exploitative practices that dominate Australian society. Therefore,
the main premise of the thesis is that, as members of a culture extremely sensitive to environmental
issues, Indigenous Australian authors can provide fresh and valuable perspectives on the
Anthropocene, offering a deeper understanding of the relationship between humans and the planet
which they inhabit.

The primary corpus comprises seven contemporary novels: Mullumbimby (2013) and Too Much
Lip (2018) by Melissa Lucashenko, Carpentaria (2006), The Swan Book (2013) and Praiseworthy
(2023) by Alexis Wright, and Terra Nullius (2017) and The Old Lie (2019) by Claire G. Coleman.
The novels have been selected according to three different modes and accompanying genres in which
they are written: realism, transrealism (magical realism), and fantasy (Indigenous futurism, science
fiction, space opera). The purpose is to show that stated authors raise anthropocentric and
anthropogenic issues in all proposed modes. The key theoretical paradigm which will be used to
analyse these works will draw on climate fiction and Anthropocene fiction (e.g. Trexler, Johns-Putra),
ecocriticism (e.g. Clark), and postcolonial ecocriticism (Huggan, Tiffin). These theoretical
approaches will be complemented by the theories of the genres and modes, such as science fiction,
space opera, Indigenous futurism, magical realism, and the realist and fantastic modes.

The research done so far has proved that the authors’ cultural knowledge, worldview and
experience enable them to expose the fallacies and limitation of Western thought and offer solutions
to some of the biggest problems of understanding and addressing the Anthropocene. Thus, for
example, the Anthropocene’s vast timescale, which Western societies are struggling to comprehend,
can be understood better from the viewpoint of Aboriginal temporality, which is cyclical rather than
linear.

Additionally, my research has shown that all the novels display a marked hybridity of genres and
modes, which is central to their treatment of environmental problems, as the dialectics of the reworked
genres and modes on the one hand and the issues of the Anthropocene on the other produces original
narratives which manage to be thought-provoking without being hectoring. Moreover, such texts
depict the human relationship with the non-human and other-than-human in all its complexity by
cancelling speciesism.

Andrea Lupi (University of Pisa, Italy)
“You must not deny the body”: Corporeal Encounters in T. S. Eliot’s Writings

The current research project seeks to examine the relevance of the bodily sphere and its interaction
with the world at the core of T. S. Eliot’s works, including his poetry, plays, and criticism, positing a
deep entanglement between corporeality and literature in modernism, and most specifically in Eliot,
as explored in critical and aesthetic terms. Relying on the notion of the body as performative and
interrelational, I will contribute to the ongoing reassessment of Eliot’s oeuvre by rendering a further
level of significance, so far only partially recognised by critics, and shedding light on the complexity
and plurality of experiences and issues mediated by the body. It will be hence questioned how Eliot
engages with corporeality in his works, what his philosophical, critical, and aesthetic understanding
of the body-world relationship is, and in what ways he interacts with his contemporaries’ theories and
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achievements around the nature and workings of the body.

In relation to the methodological and theoretical background adopted in my doctoral thesis, my
project aims to overcome the “cerebral orientation” outlined by Marianne Thorméhlen in Eliot Studies
through a peculiar understanding of the body. In spite of the ambivalence with which the body has
been treated through the centuries, the guiding perspective considered here is provided by Judith
Butler and her claims of interrelational materiality in Bodies That Matter (1993). Within such a
framework of a “body turn” characterising recent academic research, my project sides with Lisa
Blackman’s proposition of “thinking through the body”, which would help us understand how bodies
are constantly entangled in a web of intersections and connections amongst them and with the
surrounding world. Understanding hence the body as a catalyst through which further relations and
interactions (body-body, or even body-world) are made possible allows us to touch upon wider,
equally compelling topics.

Amongst these, my research project looks at Eliot’s epistemological concerns and his
understanding of perception by linking his academic interests as a graduate student of philosophy
with his first poetic attempts, his understanding of gender performativity — especially masculinity —
and a fascination towards queer sexualities. Furthermore, my doctoral research also examines a
selection of Eliot’s texts, including The Waste Land (1922) and The Cocktail Party (1945), as
pathographies that re-enact and re-voice a condition of illness and trauma affecting the body, and
considers Eliot’s engagement with non-human corporealities as a form of otherness that is explored,
wished for, and compared with the human one.

Finally, the body is also explored through the concept of flesh and in line with Eliot’s engagement
with mysticism, reading poems such as “Ash Wednesday” (1930) and the Four Quartets (1936-1942)
as a quest towards incarnation, not only in a Christian sense but also in terms of a linguistic strife to
put the mystic, bodily vision into words.

Eleonora Maio (University of Palermo, Italy)
Life writing ‘from below’: Sally Bayley’s auto/biographical trilogy and the experimental
constitution of selfhood

My research focuses on the analysis of the auto/biographical trilogy authored by contemporary British
writer Sally Bayley, which includes Girl with Dove (2018), No Boys Play Here (2021) and The Green
Lady (2023).

My dissertation aims to examine how the narrator of Bayley’s coming-of-age self-referential
volumes follows an arch of development, starting from the representation of a subject in a subaltern
position to its empowerment and transition to artistic relevance. Drawn from a contemporary field of
life writing research, the spatial metaphor ‘from below’ refers to subjects usually situated at the
margins of autobiographical discourse (Ashplant, 2018): by applying it to Bayley’s works, I'll
demonstrate how the trilogy constitutes an example of a life narrative enacting the recovery of
previously neglected voices. Initially conveying her story through the point of view of her child- and
teenage self and later re-inventing, with a mature focalization, the lives of the ‘hidden from history’
(Rowbotham, 1977), Bayley locates her works outside the canon of autobiography. Furthermore, my
study will investigate the formal devices employed by the author (quotations, blurring between lived
and imagined experience), the essential components of autobiographical acts (shifting narrative voice,
addressees, sites of inner and outer life) and the prominent themes emerging from the author’s works
(family relationships, gender roles, social issues).

Starting from the volumes’ editorial categorisation as memoirs, I have so far worked on defining
the literary genre of Bayley’s narratives, illustrating how the author’s writing practice withholds
adherence to traditional auto/biographical configurations: situated along the shifting relationship
between fiction and non- fiction, the works outline the author’s identity formation, intertwining
existential account and literary canon and drawing on genres as diverse as memoir, bildungsroman,
Shakespearean drama, fairy tales, lyrical passages. Making extensive use of intertextual procedures
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and showcasing distinctive hybridity, Bayley’s trilogy challenges traditional demarcations between
literary categories to cast its own form: these features led me to explore the closeness of the author’s
works to the genre of autofiction. Taking into account key elements of the author’s autobiographical
practice, namely the concepts of subjectivity, memory, experience, identity, my study has so far
examined how they unfold into Bayley’s narrative, referring to the theoretical frameworks outlined
by feminist leading scholars. In this regard, conceptualisations about life writing as a gendered
practice have been explored through the theories of Domna C. Stanton, Leigh Gilmore, Nancy K.
Miller, Shari Benstock, Julia Watson, Sidonie Smith, and other prominent scholars who have greatly
contributed to the study of women’s autobiographies. In particular, Smith’s theoretical notion of
autobiographical performativity (1995) has proved to be a profitable conceptual lens for the analysis
of Bayley’s works. Research insights have been enhanced by the chance to discuss the peculiarities
of her auto/biographical practice with the author herself, most recently in a seminar held at the
University of Palermo. Furthermore, the upcoming term I will spend as a Visiting Doctoral
Researcher at Oxford University, in close contact with the Oxford Centre for Life-Writing, will
hopefully allow me to explore the latest criticism about the heterogeneous array of contemporary self-
referential practices, opening new paths of critical inquiry.
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Ana Mitrovi¢ (University of Belgrade, Serbia)
Questioning the Boundaries of Contemporary British Female Bildungsroman and the Formation
of the Female Subject

This thesis aims to explore the genre of contemporary British female Bildungsroman, its narrative
structure and genre components as well as the different ways of forming the female subject. In order
to propose a genre definition of 20th and 21st century female narratives of development this research
will combine genre and gender studies. Genre-wise, the research will examine the main narrative
focus of the form, major themes, as well as the prevailing discourses incorporated in these works
(such as the discourse of Girl Power and postfeminism). Since the contemporary form has its roots in
Victorian female fiction of development, this research aims to examine how the rise of feminism in
the 20th century (which granted women the real right of choice in all vital aspects of one’s
development) caused changes in the genre, and whether it changed its characteristics to that extent to
consider the modern form a new genre. Analogously, the other crucial aspect of this research is
exploring how these changes affected subject formation in contemporary female narratives of
growing up. Since the Victorian form, as is theoretically perceived, constructed its subjects through
attempting to fulfill society’s expectations of the time, or through creating hidden counter-narratives
in the broader text, this research aims to discover how new themes such as exploring the female body,
sexuality, and radical freedoms caused subject formation to change and the protagonists to assert
seemingly complete independence in all spheres of their lives. Therefore this research will aim to use
a combination of traditional genre and narratological theories with feminist theory to examine the
complex interaction of genre structure and gender perspectives. The corpus in this thesis consists of
four contemporary British female novels of formation: Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette
Winterson, Tipping the Velvet by Sarah Waters, Brass by Helen Walsh, and How fo Build a Girl by
Caitlin Moran. These novels serve to test the hypothesis that the contemporary British female
Bildungsroman aims to disrupt all conventions of the traditional genre such as the inability to surpass
male influence, the importance of romantic relationships, traditional female patterns of sexual
behaviour, the role of women in society and marriage, and the power of women to influence their
own lives. The expected result of this research is that the evolution of the British female
Bildungsroman is inextricably tied to the dynamic of change in modern feminist thought. The final
output of this research will be a study of the modern form which is lacking in current literature.

Cidalia Oliveira Barbosa Pinto (Universidade Nova, Lisbon, Portugal)
“What we hunger for is not bread..., but the word”: Fiction as a metaphor for forced migration
and an instrument for justice in Coetzee’s Jesus Trilogy

The goal of this research is to respond to the following questions: how is it possible to create a
metaphor about forced migration, especially about refugees, and how can fiction be an instrument of
social justice and memory and identity formation, taking into account an uprooting context? In order
to perform this analysis, the thesis is divided into two parts: the first part “Crossing into the margin
of forgetfulness: the characters of the Jesus Trilogy as refugees”, aims to understand how forced
migration and refugees are represented in fiction in relation to themes such as memory, identity,
trauma, fostering, integration, family, work, health, social control, Bildungsroman, time, space and
toponomy of action by proposing the Refugee Anti-Bildungsroman concept. The second part “Critical
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thinking and dissensus: attempting Bildung through fiction” aims to analyze literature as an
instrument of social justice and a tool for dissensus in the context of uprooting, through the character
David and the intertextuality used with the illustrated version of Don Quixote for children, which
presents fiction as a way of thinking and its importance in the context of the refugee character to the
reader.

This analysis is centered on the theories of forced migration and refugee studies, biopolitics,
cognitive literary studies, reception aesthetics, and dissensus studies. The most recent trilogy
published by the Nobel Laureate in Literature in 2003, the South African-Australian writer J. M.
Coetzee (b. 1940), is used as the research subject: The Childhood of Jesus (2013), The Schooldays of
Jesus (2016) and The Death of Jesus (2019).

Recently, the first two chapters of the first part have been completed: “Living in the hyphen”:
forced migration and the condition of the refugee, and “Literary representations of the refugee crisis:
from the Refugee Novel to the Refugee Bildungsroman™ — which review literature on forced
migration and refugee studies, as well as migration literature and refugee literature. The third chapter
of the thesis, which consists on analyzing how these themes are represented in the aforementioned
trilogy, is currently being written. The challenges that have been encountered involve establishing
clear connections between the first part of the thesis and the second part.

Tsvetina Paralesova (University of Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria)
Gender Identities in Christopher Marlowe’s Plays

My chief objective in this thesis is to analyse the concept of gender, gender identities, and gender
roles in the plays of Christopher Marlowe. Numerous studies have focused on Marlowe’s male
characters, portraying them as over-reachers seeking superhuman status, absolute power, or unlimited
knowledge. I would, however, like to emphasise the significance of his female characters. I
investigate the idea of gender fluidity and the reversed roles that Marlowe’s characters appear to
adopt, particularly King Edward II and his wife Isabella. To attain this goal, I use a three-pronged
approach to analysis, focusing on three major topics.

I first explore the idea of gender in context and examine societal expectations for both men and
women during the sixteenth century. I also examine Marlowe’s (alleged) homosexuality and how it
may have influenced the meanings he assigned to his characters, both male and female. In addition, I
consider whether his female characters exhibit characteristics that could fruitfully be analysed
through the lens of latter-day feminist theory.

Second, I compare and contrast Marlowe’s characters with those in similar circumstances in other
authors’ works. For instance, I compare Abigail from The Jew of Malta with Jessica from
Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice. Using a comparative perspective, [ investigate how authors
from the same period create their heroines differently.

Finally, I focus on Marlowe’s characters in order to demonstrate the various traits that his men and
women possess and how they influence one another, with a particular emphasis on female characters
and their agency throughout the plots, as well as their impact on the men in the plays. Some of the
questions I ask are: to what extent are the female characters relevant to the plays’ plots? How are we
- as spectators and readers - influenced by women characters in the plays? Do the roles that the female
characters perform in the plays or the issues that their destinies highlight affect how we view the male
characters? In other words, how do our ideas about femininity and masculinity, as well as established
gender roles, influence our perceptions of Marlowe’s characters?

Examining Renaissance literature may be a challenging and even controversial undertaking, as our
current understanding of the world is drastically different from that of the sixteenth century. I make
an effort to address the issues I have raised by drawing on present-day psychology and knowledge,
while keeping in mind that Christopher Marlowe’s mindset was very different from ours. I collaborate
closely with the original texts, fusing my observations and ideas with those of reputable and well-
known literary and cultural critics.
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Nora Petho (Eotvos Lorand University, Hungary)
Shakespeare’s Bonds — Law, Language, Drama

The aim of my dissertation is to further develop literary insights into some of William Shakespeare’s
dramatic works from the perspective of language and law. The dissertation’s subject is situated in the
domain of the law and literature studies and closely related with that movement’s hermeneutic branch.
As the dissertation focuses on how law works through language, it draws on the theories and methods
of legal theory and philosophy of language concerning interpretation. More closely, I am investigating
the possible links between indeterminacy claims in legal theory and the early modern representations
of popular perceptions of law. To that end I have chosen three case studies to discuss a source of
linguistic indeterminacy in a given play: vagueness in The Merchant of Venice, silence in King Lear,
and ambiguity in Macbeth. (In my dissertation I clarify the difference between vagueness and
ambiguity according to relevant scholarship.)

The main drive of my thesis is the claim that early modern English popular feelings of anxiety
regarding law stems to a great deal from law’s unpredictability, which is often due to its linguistic
formulation. Accordingly, I take account of the socio-historical context of the plays, and in particular,
views on legal language use in Elizabethan and Jacobian England.

The popular sentiment of mistrust towards law is often traceable in the imagery used for portraying
the functioning of law and its institutions. I have chosen the ‘bond’ as a literary device to carry out
my analysis. Among other things, the bond may stand for binding language and binding
commitments. In relation to the problem of law and language I will investigate different kinds of
bonds from several aspects, such as contractual bonds; the relationship of characters to each other;
the problem of trust and credibility, which can be interpreted as a bond between expectations and
reality; or interpretation, which can be accounted for as creating a bond between word and object.
The recurring themes of uncertainties, possibly interest-motivated decisions, and legal skepticism
relate my dissertation to the legal realist and the Critical Legal Studies movements.

I consider that the early modern popular sentiments about law detected so far overlap with several
modern and postmodern theories about legal language use. Further research is needed to look into the
reasons for that similarity of views across the historical ages. One of the possible answers is that both
the early modern and the postmodern ages were transitory historical ages with changing world views
that brought about the questioning of old paradigms, a disintegration of beliefs and ideologies, and a
general attitude of doubt.

Tsvetelina Petkova (University of Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria)
Imagining the Nation: Representations of Irishness in Sydney Owenson and Charles Robert
Maturin

My dissertation deals with Irish Romantic literature and, more specifically, how Irish identity is
imagined in the literary production of the early nineteenth century. Irish Romantic literature is for the
most part linked to the history of Ireland and the theme of the nation’s destiny shapes a lot of it.
While modern literary critics have paid close attention to the textual representations of Irish identity
in the nineteenth century and identified similarities and differences with the portrayal of other
marginalized identities, there is still a need to address the issue of Irishness from a comparative
literary-historical perspective. My focus therefore is on three national narratives produced by Sydney
Owenson and Charles Maturin, two major but diverse personalities in Irish Romantic literature. The
texts that I am going to examine are The Wild Irish Girl by Owenson, and The Wild Irish Boy and
The Milesian Chief by Maturin. The key question that I address is: how are elements of nation-
building and Romantic-era concepts interwoven to produce a complex image of a Celticized and
romanticized Ireland?
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My analysis of the selected texts is grounded in a theoretical framework encompassing
postcolonial identity theories, readings of national mythology, and theories of race and gender.
Moreover, I am going to focus attention on key Romantic- era concepts and theories, particularly
those relating to rebellion and revolution, nation-building, nationalism, and folk culture, as they
appear in the narratives of the authors under scrutiny. Valuable insights are provided by the work of
critics in Irish Studies such as Claire Connolly, Julia M. Wright, James Kelly, Nicholas Canny,
Christina Morin, Ina Ferris, and Joep Leerssen.

To fully comprehend modern-day Irishness, it is essential to retrospectively examine earlier
periods. Such a historical approach enables a more nuanced and comprehensive exploration of the
evolving nature of Irish identity. Finally, my thesis aims to offer new interpretations that could
contribute to the ongoing debate on identity politics within the realm of Irish Studies seeking to
explain the contemporary transnational nature of Irish identity in the post-Brexit era.

Ann-Katrin Preis (University of Erfurt, Germany)
Fleeting Subjects: Kathleen Jamie’s and Alice Oswald’s Contemporary Plant Poetics

“We are flowers of the common / sward, that much we understand. / Of everything else / we’re
innocent.” These verses open Kathleen Jamie’s poem “Daisies” from her collection The Tree House
(2004). On closer inspection, the flowers try to trick the reader in this passage. In contrast to their
assertion, given the prosopopoeia that allows them to talk and to challenge reading conventions as
they act as speakers of the poem, there remains little that is common about the eponymous daisies.
Common in Western non-horticultures is that plants are marginalized due to their dissimilarity to the
human, which means that our culture rarely notices them at all in spite of their ubiquity. Hence, plants
fall victim to what botanists James Wandersee and Elizabeth Schussler (1999) have termed plant
blindness. This marginalization or neglect of plants facilitates the instrumental relationship
Westerners maintain towards vegetal beings, exploiting them for nourishment, medicine, fuel, and
other consumer products. In order to counter plant neglect and foster a more reciprocal, ethical, and
respectful approach to plants, which is even more pressing since deforestation, climate change, and
other factors are threatening the existence of plant species across the globe, critical plant studies
challenges Western biases regarding the hierarchization of species, asymmetrical distribution of
agency, arbitrary distinctions between nature and culture as well as subject and object, and other
aspects. In an effort to shed light on the representations of plants, the field has further pollinated other
fields of research, such as literary criticism.

My project positions itself in the field of literatures in English, inspired by plant criticism. The
thesis investigates the figure of the plant in nature and eco-poetry published by Oswald and Jamie
since the turn of the millennium. Taking my cue from the finding that the plant, according to scholars
like Michael Marder, Natania Meeker, and Antdnia Szabari, constantly oscillates between disclosing
itself as an agent in its own right and retreating into obscurity so as to never be graspable for humans,
I will argue that eco-poetry echoes and exposes these tensions between revelation and withdrawal
rather than filling this ontological gap via literary speculation. Like Jamie’s daisies, plants in poetry
are allowed to step forth, assume special status, and challenge long-held preconceptions through
instances of anthropomorphism. Hence, close readings will show how poetic plants negotiate not only
the human-nonhuman relationship, but also notions of agency, the role of place as part of actor
networks, the idea of a nonautonomous, decentered self, and plant sentience, intelligence, and
communication. At the same time, the anthropomorphisms that empower the vegetal further obscure
other, less anthropomorphic, qualities of the plant. Thus, while endeavoring to challenge plant
blindness and give a voice to the voiceless, poetry reproduces the ontological rift that only ever allows
a fragmentary or fleeting glimpse at the vegetal subject that ultimately eludes us.

Despoina Tantsiopoulou (National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece)
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School Detention: Manifestations of Academic Time in the Fantasy Campus Novel

The present summary aims to illustrate the work carried out during the first year of my doctoral
research. My thesis aims to uncover the idiosyncratic formulations of time in the academia through a
close reading of five novels by both British and American authors that pertain to both the genre of
the Campus Novel and that of Fantasy or Science Fiction. I argue that the end product, which could
be called Fantasy Campus Novel, makes manifest issues regarding tertiary education and its
paradoxes or perils. I argue that the campus, by its very educational essence, showcases the
idiosyncratic, separate spacetime, a warped Bakhtinian chronotope in which the events unravel as
askew from the experience of reality outside the campus. This parallel yet anomalous temporality
constitutes the campus as a place that evokes the Freudian fear of the unheimlich. My hypothesis is
exemplified through the close reading of Donna Tartt’s debut novel The Secret History (1992), a
seminal work for the “dark academia” genre and one that perfectly encapsulates the concept of time
disintegration within the scope of high academia. A group of Classics students is assembled in — and
by, as I argue — an elite New England Liberal Arts college, a topos of ostensible progress and future-
oriented research, where, urged by Julian Morrow, an enigmatic Classics professor, they fully
immerse themselves in the ancient Greek past and attempt an actual sacred bacchanal on campus.
This temporal retrograde on the part of the Classics group triggers a series of fatal encounters and
culminates in their own devastation and the end of the Classics department in Hampden College. The
use of Freud’s unheimlich shows how the campus and its detached temporality unearth in the
characters fears and ideas that should have remained buried. I also argue, using Richard Slotkin’s
idea of “the Frontier Myth,” that Tartt’s novel is a commentary on contemporary U.S. American
higher education and its role in reproducing capitalistic attitudes on unmonetizable concepts. The
distant ancient Greek past transforms into a New Frontier, a space available for the taking by the
rugged/rampant individualist, yet also engendering a hubris that will yield terrible punishments. Tartt
targets modern tertiary education whose goal is to promote a constructed traditionalism solely for the
purpose of financial gain. Keeping in mind Brian Attebery’s notion that fantasy literature provides
political ideas with a local habitation in the reality of the reader, I attempt to show that the fantasy
campus novel is allowed to point out the paradoxes and impasses inherent in an educational system
that fails to sustain its constituents outside its grounds and is therefore rendered nearly detrimental to
their existence.

Viliana Todorova Georgieva (University of Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria)
Representations of Jews and Judaism in Early Modern English Drama

My main objective is to explore different portrayals of Jewish characters and Judaism while also
analysing current critical assessments of Early Modern English drama. I will also examine historical
accounts of the Early Modern period, focusing on the most typical representations of Jews and
Judaism. While anti-Semitic portrayals recur in Early Modern texts, the rarer cases of philo-Semitism
are certainly worth considering. The thesis focuses on three significant dramatic texts: Marlowe’s The
Jew of Malta (first performed in 1592), Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice (first performed in
1598), and The Tragedy of Mariam, the Fair Queen of Jewry (1606 — 1608) by Elizabeth Cary. The
choice of material makes it possible for me to move away from the traditional stereotypes attached to
Jews and shed light on the complexity of the Jewish characters in the plays. Cary’s play is particularly
interesting because, in addition to being the first published play to be authored by a woman, it is based
on sound knowledge of rabbinic and Christian theological sources and projects an entirely positive
image of a Jewish woman.

My approach to the plays under discussion is historicist, with a focus on their specific social
contexts. Such an approach to the past does not adhere to the idea that there is a singular historical
truth, which emerges from literary analysis, but rather assumes that each literary work presents a
mode of interpretation of its historical context, which is also filtered through the timeline of the critic.
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Such a critical perspective is one that is aware of the constantly evolving categories of gender, race,
and sexuality and for that reason can filter out any contemporary bias towards the past, which is what
this thesis strives for.

The historicist perspective also allows for an analysis of the plays’ anti- and philo-Semitic aspects
in light of Early Modern Britain’s social, political, and religious tensions and anxieties. Rather than
assigning ready-made labels to the three playwrights under consideration, this thesis seeks to examine
their motives and intended messages while acknowledging the significant differences between their
world and ours.

Marion Troxler (University of Bern, Switzerland)
Shifting Shores and Metamorphic Merfolk: Transformability as Resistance in Mermaid and Selkie
Literature of the 21st century

Long, shiny hair, a beautiful voice, a naked torso with barely covered breasts — seamlessly
transitioning into an animal body, with scales, fur, feathers or claws, mixing seduction with threat,
crossing seemingly clear-cut boundaries between species. Mermaids, Selkies, Sirens and other female
hybrid creatures have populated the imaginative seascape for centuries and are still popular in
contemporary fiction. The beach is where these merfolk bodies become visible, where the hybridity
of the landscape reflects the hybridity of the body. It is a setting of rich possibilities in literature,
offering a “multiplicity of meanings and functions”. As a “liminal zone”, it challenges clear
boundaries (Kluwick and Richter, The Beach in Anglophone Literatures, and Cultures: 2).
Destabilising in both the material and metaphorical sense, the shore is “an ambiguous place, an in-
between place”, “awaiting a metamorphic role” (John Mack, The Sea: A Cultural History : 165). As
a place of transformation and encounter, the littoral is crucial to understanding mermaids and selkies
with their intriguing combination of femininity, monstrosity and fluidity as a source of embodied
resistance.

Drawing on the Blue Humanities, Animal, Gender and Critical Body Studies, this project hopes to
contribute to understanding how embodied hybridity in merfolk literature serves as a means of
resistance and engenders possible counter-narratives to hegemonic patriarchal power structures.
These sustain narratives of dominance not only within relationships between humans, but also with
the more-than-human. Tales of merfolk alienate the naturalised hierarchies between gender and
species and muddle up the persistent nature/culture divide. Ultimately, they may envision alternative
conceptions of co-living in a world where current power structures threaten the existence of all beings.

The four chosen contemporary novels highlight the continuous role of merfolk in the negotiation
of dualistic dynamics in literature, especially gender. Amy Sackville’s Orkney (2013), Margo
Lanagan’s The Brides of Rollrock Island (2012), Nnedi Okorafor’s Lagoon (2014) and Rivers
Solomon’s The Deep (2019) are all offering different perspectives on the resistance of domination
through the interplay of merfolk body and littoral space. As dualistic structures are shown to be
unstable and violating, new understandings of relationships between human, non-human and more-
than-human emerge.

Galina Tsoneva Devedjieva (University of Veliko Tarnovo, Bulgaria)
From Monster to Hero: Development of the Vampire Motif in Nineteenth and Late- Twentieth-
Century British, Anglo-Irish, and American Literature

The main objective of the dissertation is to investigate how cultural, political, and social conditions
influence the characteristics attributed to the literary vampire in different periods. Works from
nineteenth- and late-twentieth-century British, Anglo- Irish, and American literature have been
selected because the earlier ones allow a comprehensive overview of the various aspects of vampire
monstrosity, while the later ones mark a stark contrast in the humanization of the monster, evoking
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sympathy and identification rather than terror and horror. Within a century, the “monster” turned into
a “hero” and the thesis examines how and why yesterday’s monsters practically became the “heroes”
of a later time.

Part of the answer can be found in that the violent climaxes of the earlier works restore symbolic
and normative boundaries by removing the hateful monster, while in the twentieth-century tales, the
Other has lost its repulsive and terrifying traits and is a source of desire, sympathy, and even self-
recognition and identification. Rejected figures, once portrayed as evil monsters, are now humanized
and sympathized with, while the systems that reject them are perceived as oppressive, inhuman, and
cruel. This reversal of roles indicates a significant shift in values and identification, as well as
valorization of boundary-crossing and otherness. One of the main questions guiding this thesis is how
particular texts embody the anxieties of the time in which they were written and how events, settings,
characters, and the vampire figures in these works project images of historical eras.

Several critical approaches are utilized in analyzing the construction of monstrosity in each text,
including psychoanalytical, feminist, and social readings based on theories of gender and sexuality
and other postmodern theories, which are introduced in the first chapter. Postmodern criticism of the
Gothic is primarily dominated by readings and interpretations that find a variety of personal,
ideological, theological, and even technological conflicts underlying monstrosity in different
historical periods; hence, the material is viewed in terms of latent and hidden content that reveals
subconscious anxieties, fears, and desires.

The choice of fictional material is determined by a desire to trace and illustrate the development
of the vampire motif in British, Anglo-Irish, and American fiction, starting from what was allegedly
the first appearance of a vampire character in Robert Southey’s Thalaba the Destroyer (1801). It
seems that critics have rarely approached this text in terms of vampirism, presumably because the
depiction of the encounter with the vampire is very brief. The list continues with other nineteenth-
century tales representing various facets of vampire monstrosity: John Polidori’s “The Vampyre”
(1819), James Rymer’s Varney the Vampire (1845), and Sheridan LeFanu’s “Carmilla” (1872), to
reach the overwhelming super-monstrosity of Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1879). The late-twentieth-
century selection includes Anne Rice’s Interview with the Vampire (1976) and The Vampire Lestat
(1985), widely acknowledged for the development of the sympathetic vampire, along with another,
perhaps not as well-known but equally intriguing novel, Kim Newman’s Anno Dracula (1992).

Fictional vampires’ “monstrosity” and “heroic” status can be found in the traits that authors ascribe
to them in different periods, and in the ways in which these traits are allegories of contemporary
relationships, anxieties, fears, and hidden desires, as they are felt and perceived by writers and readers.
There is not just one single type of literary vampire, but many “strands” of vampirism that are
constantly changing and possess the highly adaptive quality to assume the form that most accurately
embodies the anxieties of their time.

Lorenzo Zaggia (University of Padova, Italy)
Discretion in The Cloud of Unknowing

The project seeks to investigate the role of discretion in the fourteenth-century Middle English
devotional manual The Cloud of Unknowing. The central hypothesis is that discretion is a virtue and
a form of knowledge to be developed in the practice the book describes, but also employed by the
author as an interpretative and compositional principle to organize some parts of the text, so that by
reading the disciple can develop that ability.

The premise to this study is that The Cloud of Unknowing is a text of vernacular theology engaged
in the transmission of intellectual content to a lay audience. It can then be argued that a key element
of the text is the rewriting, revisitation and appropriation of previous didactical and theological
discourses. Close reading and comparative close reading, with a special attention for translation, can
highlight such processes and identify where the author’s own concerns emerge. The Cloud of
Unknowing introduces the reader to the religious practice of the highest degree of Christian life,
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contemplative life. Its centre is the keeping of a desire for the nakedness of God, hidden behind the
titular cloud of unknowing. To perform this practice correctly, however, everything else, including
the disciple’s own feelings and thoughts, must be kept under a cloud of forgetting.

Discretion is a virtue that reaches back to the biblical and patristic discourse on discretio spirituum.
Originally the ability to recognize false and true prophecy, it developed into the means to assess the
authenticity of a visionary experience. Later it also became associated with the virtue of prudentia,
and in texts intended for monastic practice it was re-interpreted as a form of self-knowledge and self-
control.

The Cloud of Unknowing integrates the different senses of discretion. Spiritual visitations are
possible during contemplation: God can make himself known or the devil might try to dissuade or
deceive the disciple. It is also necessary to find the right way to display the desire for God: it cannot
be expressed through the body but only in the spirit. Another step towards the right form of
contemplation lies in understanding that the images that had an important role for the previous modes
of Christian life must now be discarded, but that by doing so the disciple enters in a deeper relationship
with them.

As of now the project has mostly investigated one central aspect of discretion: its inclusion within
the qualities that should be developed in the practice of contemplation. This emerges mostly at the
conclusion of the text, where the author must avoid an excessive association of their practice with
ecstasy and thus constructs an image of the contemplative community unified by the common
experiential knowledge acquired in the practice of contemplation. But these shared qualities form a
common epistemology and language that can find an expression in literary production. To prove such
claims, I prove that the author supports themselves with Beniamin Maior, a book by Richard of St
Victor on contemplation, which they alter and redirect to respond to their necessity.

Elpida Ziavra (National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece)
Poetics and Politics of Mourning in Trans-Canadian Literature in the 21st century

My doctoral thesis examines a series of literary and visual (plastic art and photographic) texts, created
by different ethnic communities in a Trans-Canadian context, in order to dramatize their politics of
survival and resistance that stem from an aesthetics of ellipses, lacunae and spectral silences and
speak to the disasters of the human and the misrepresentation of the black and native others in the
colonial archive. The thesis examines postmodern poetic works by Marlene Nourbese Philip, Dionne
Brand, Louise (Sky-dancer) Halfe, Leanne Betasamosake Simpson, Natasha Kanapé Fontaine and
Anne Carson to excavate their literary stories of resistance, resilience and affirmation that survive
despite expropriation, better rendered by the term survivance, as a combination of Gerald Vizenor’s
(Anishinaabe) and Jacques Derrida’s deconstruction of the concepts of survival, remembrance and
perseverance. Survivance is a key decolonial concept for my research, as it signifies the continuation
of native storytelling, as well as cosmological and mythological beliefs, what Walter Mignolo calls
gnoseologies,' that is, conditions of knowing not limited to the Western rational and logocentric
epistemologies. Vizenor coins the concept of survivance to deconstruct the colonial archive and the
discourses that attempt to silence and omit the Natives from the dominant frames of representation
through the reproduction of “state fantasy” structures? that simulate the indians and reduce the Native
cultures to empty signifiers. In another but relevant context, Derrida analyses survivance as that which
emanates from a politics and poetics of survival that defies the binary opposition between life and
death and invites the survivants and remaining witnesses of the disaster to contemplate the specters
that live on and haunt them, entrusting them with the debt to care for the dead body, mourn, remember
and testify to the histories of the deceased.

Following upon last year’s overview of my dissertation’s topics and questions, this year I aim to
focus on the third chapter of my thesis, examining contemporary Trans-Canadian poetic works in
apposition with photographic portraits of Native American and Black subjects, which become
testimonies of resistance and survival and echo the deconstruction of the abusive frames of
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representation of the “internally excluded.”

I will present selected photographic portraits from the 19th to the 21st century, in order to unravel
the frames that misrepresent the Native and Black figures into staged poses, but also symptomatically
reveal how the portraits can be read in an otherwise way that echoes their histories and stories of
survivance. The abusive portraits of ethnology and anthropology are transformed by contemporary
art that represents the Native and the Black subjects as actants of resistance and perseverance, as well
as agents of creativity and community that have developed despite and beyond race thinking.

' Mignolo Walter, The Politics of Decolonial Investigations, Duke University Press, 2021, p. 24.
2 Pease, Donald E. The New American Exceptionalism. University of Minnesota Press, 2009, p. 4.
3 See Balibar, Etienne. Equaliberty: Political Essays. Duke University Press, 2014, p. 245.
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Seminars

No. Title Sessions (Rooms) Modality

3] Information structure and cognitive and 3 (A5060), 4 (A2106) | In person
pragmatic aspects of communication

S English phraseology through the prism of other | 7, 8 (S1216) In person
languages’ phraseology

33 Conceptual Metaphor, Metonymy, and Their 7, 8,9 (A5060) In person
Interaction

4 Approaching manipulation in current discourses: | 7, 8 (A4129) In person
A growing interdisciplinary research endeavour

35 The success of invisible Anglicisms: a global 1,2,3 (A1031), In person
trend? 4,5 (A5071)
Multidisciplinary Approaches to Ecological 4,7, 8,9 (A2064) Online

S6 . :
Discourse and Ecological Challenges
Lexicography, Discourse, and Power: 7 (S2212) In person

S7 Dictionary-Making in History and the
Construction of Hegemonic Discourses

S8 Teaching Specialized Translation in the Machine | 8 (S2218), 9 (2024) In person
Translation Era

39 Critical Issues in English Language Teacher 1,2,3,4,5(S1216) In person
Education

310 New perspectives on English for Specific 2,3 (A2044) In person
Purposes (ESP) and interfaces

311 inglish Language and Nationalism Through the | 9 (A2044) In person

ges

312 Specialised language and specialised texts from | 7, 8, 9 (A5071) In person
medieval England
Shakespearean Drama in (Re)Translations, 1, 3 (A2064) In person

S13 Audiovisual Adaptations and Media
Accessibility

314 Beyond Borders: Contemporary Novels of 7, 8,9 (A5136) In person
Migration

315 Modernist continuities in contemporary 8 (S2212), 9 (A5146) | In person
Anglophone fiction

316 Adaptation in the Second Degree: The 1,2 (A2042) In person
Eighteenth Century and Beyond

S17 Salman Rushdie and the Historical Novel 2 (A2064) Online
Literary representations of sport(s) in 1 (A2044) In person

S18 :
Anglophone fiction
Food and Eating in Anglophone Literature and 7, 8,9 (A1031) Online

S19 Travel Writing from the Nineteenth Century to
the Present

S20 What’s the Point of Modern Editions? 5,6 (A5136) In person

901 The Challenges of Auto/ Biography: Old and 2,3 (A4078) In person
New Trends

$22 Voicing Otherness: Reconfiguring Australia’s 1,2,4 (A5146) In person
Postcoloniality?

S23 Poetic Form in Historical Context 6 (A2044) In person

304 Anxiety, Fear, and Dis-ease in Contemporary 7 (S2218) In person

Anglo-American Drama and Performance
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305 Transnational Perspectives on Women and the 5,6 (A5146) In person
Nineteenth-century Ghost Story
Collaboration, networks, and supporting new 1 (A4129) In person
S26 . . : .
work in medieval English studies
S27 Conceptualising the Novella 2,3 (A4129) In person
308 Transnational Narratives: European Women’s 7, 8 (A2024) Online
Fiction in the Early Modern Period
S29 Heights, Depths and Other Extremes in Dickens ;: g gézzé?; (?))’ In person
330 British Radical and Revolutionary Women 2,3 (A5071) In person
Writers (1770s—1830s)
331 Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? — Aesthetics, 6 (A4129) In person
Politics and Ethics in Woolf’s Oeuvre
Literature and Mental Health: Diagnosis, 1,2,3 (A5136) In person
S32
Syndromes and Symptoms
333 Liminality and Border-Crossing in 7, 8 (A2106) Online
Contemporary English-Speaking Theatre
334 The Development of Narrative from the Middle | 4,5 (A4129) In person
Ages to the Eighteenth Century
335 Sound and Mysticism in Medieval English 3, 6 (A2024) Online
Literature
S36 The End of Traditional Fixed Forms in Poetry 1,2 (A2106) In person
Contemporary Crises in the Anglosphere: 4,5, 6 (A5060) In person
S37 Fragmentation and Relationality in 21st- century
Narratives
Class and Conflict in Anglophone Literatures: 8,9 (A1129) In person
S38 S . .
The Historical Dimension
339 Transformations of the Environment in 4,5, 6(S2218) In person
Victorian, Edwardian and Modernist Essays
S40 Fictional Criminality and Humour 4,5 (A4078) In person
S41 Latest Developments in Reception Studies 5 (A1129) In person
S42 Multifaceted India in Travel Literature 1,2 (A1129) Online
Word and Image in Process: Adaptation, 6,7, 8 (A4078) In person
S43 : o
Repurposing and Re/Transmediation
S44 Facing Trauma in Contemporary American 3,4 (A1129) In person
Literary Discourse
S45 Petrofiction 3 (A2106) In person
S46 Boundaries of American identity 1 (A5071) In person
S47 Neo-Victorian Biofiction 6 (A1031), 7 (5146) In person
S48 Imagining the Railway in the 20th Century 1 (52420),2 (S2218) | In person
S49 Exploring the Scandalous 1 (A4078) In person
S50 Travel Writing Poetics 1,3 (S2218) In person
351 Victorian Heterotopias: Alternative Spaces and | 4, 5 (A2024) Online
Places in Nineteenth-Century Britain
Representing Gender-based and Sexualized 8 (A5146) In person
S52 . =
Violence in Literature
S53 Energy Ecologies 2 (A5060) In person
354 Waters and Environmental Crisis in the 4 (A2042) In person
nineteenth century
355 Fictional Representations of Journalistic 5,6 (A2106) Online

Practices in Literature, Film and Television
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S56 What do the Humanities have to say to Law? 1 (A5060), 2 (A4165) | In person

357 Exploring epistemic and effective stance in 6,7 (A1129) Online
discourse on racism, immigration and refugees
Professional and disciplinary cultures in English | 4, 5, 7, 8 (A2044) In person

S58 .
for specific purposes (ESP)

359 Gendered discourses of nation- and community- | 9 (A4129) In person
building in the English-speaking world

360 The Complexities of the Contemporary Concept | 4,5 (A1031), 6 Online
of Motherhood (A2064)

Categories:

o English Language (1-11)

o English Language, Literatures in English (12-13)
o Literatures in English (14-42)

o Literatures in English, Cultural and Area Studies (43-55)
e Cultural and Area Studies (56)

e Cultural and Area Studies, English Language (57-58)

o Cultural and Area Studies, English Language, Literatures in English (59-60)
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* English Language

1. Information structure and cognitive and pragmatic aspects of communication [in person]|

Convenor:

Jana Chamonikolasova (Masaryk University, Czech Republic)
chamonik@phil.muni.cz

Abstract:
The seminar presents current approaches to the study of human communication. The focus is on the

cognitive pragmatic aspects and the information structure of discourse. The papers deal with
various topics in the field, especially the theme-rheme / topic-focus structure of the sentence; the
perception of communicative importance of language units by communication participants; the
role of context and intonation; syntagmatic and paradigmatic structure of sentences and texts; and
other topics related to the study of mental processes of communication. The studies presented in
this seminar are based on the material of written and spoken texts and parallel bi-lingual or
multilingual corpora.

Names and Affiliations of all Presenters:

Gabriela Brihové, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Katefina Vasku, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Jana Chamonikolasova, Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic

Libuse Duskova, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Jiti Lukl, University of Ostrava, Ostrava, Czech Republic

Azad Mammadov, Azerbaijan University of Languages, Baku, Azerbaijan

Lalandar Ziyadova, Azerbaijan University of Languages, Baku, Azerbaijan

Renata Pipalova, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Veronika Rausova, Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic

Vladilav Smolka, University of South Bohemia, Ceské Budgjovice, Czech Republic

Session 3 (Tuesday, 27 August 2024, 16:00-18:00, Anthropole 5060)

Vladislav Smolka (University of South Bohemia, Ceské Bud&jovice, Czech Republic):

‘Is there an open window or a window open?’ Intuitive FSP interpretation of the structure by
native speakers of English

Veronika Rausovéa (Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic):

Structural economy in casual spoken discourse: Focus marker LIKE as a pragmatic alternative
to clefting

Renata Pipalova (Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic):

What constitutes the thematic flow in academic discourse? On thematic movement in different
sections of research articles

Libuse Duskova (Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic):

Correspondence between theme/given and rheme/new

Session 4 (Wednesday, 28 August 2024, 10.30-12.30h, Anthropole 2106

Azad Mammadov & Lalandar Ziyadova (Azerbaijan University of Languages, Baku,
Azerbaijan):
The role of information structure in the discourse of translation
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e Jiii Lukl (University of Ostrava, Ostrava, Czech Republic):
Emphatic italics as a means of revaluating and non-revaluating intensification in written
communication: A task-based approach
¢ Jana Chamonikolasova (Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic):
The Information Structure of Emotively Marked Speech
e (Gabriela Brihova & Katefina Vaskl (Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic):
The Dynamics of Passivization: A Study of English Ditransitive Verbs of Giving and Obtaining

Seminar 1 Abstracts:

The Dynamics of Passivization: A Study of English Ditransitive Verbs of Giving and Obtaining
Gabriela Brithova & Katefina Vaski

This paper explores the passivization of ditransitive verbs in English, particularly focusing on verbs
of giving (e.g., give, hand, lend) and obtaining (e.g., buy, get, order), from the FSP standpoint. English
ditransitive verbs generally allow two types of passive transformations: the indirect object (O1) or the
direct object (Od) in active sentences can become the subject in passive constructions, known as the
first and second passive respectively.

Huddleston and Pullum (2002: 249) highlight the variability in the occurrence of ditransitive verbs
in passive clauses. While for verbs of giving, where the indirect object is an actual recipient
(alternating with a prepositional object using t0), both passive forms are generally accepted (ex. 1),
for verbs of obtaining, where the indirect object alternates with the prepositional object using for and
represents an intended recipient (beneficiary), neither passive form is fully acceptable (ex. 2)
(Huddleston and Pullum 2002: 249). However, our analysis indicates that passive constructions in
this case are in fact possible.

The aim of the paper is twofold: a. to investigate the distribution of first and second passives with
selected verbs of giving and obtaining and b. to identify factors influencing the choice of passive
construction. A significant factor in this appears to be FSP, as the passive is a major device used to
achieve the basic distribution of communicative dynamism. The data for this study were excerpted
from The Corpus of Contemporary American English.

(1) a. I sent Sue a copy.

b. Sue was sent a copy.

c. A copy was sent to Sue.

(2) a. I ordered Sue a copy.

b. ?Sue was ordered a copy.

c. *A copy was ordered for Sue.

The information structure of emotively marked speech
Jana Chamonikolasova

Most studies of the information structure of discourse take into consideration syntactic, semantic,
contextual and — in spoken discourse — prosodic criteria. The focus of the present study is emotively
marked intonation in spoken discourse. The analysis is based on the theory of Functional Sentence
Perspective developed by Jan Firbas, in which intonation is considered as a factor that in unmarked
speech confirms the outcome of the interplay of the non-prosodic factors: linear modification,
semantics, and context. Deviations from the correspondence between the prosodic prominence of a
language unit and its degree of communicative dynamism determined by the interplay of non-
prosodic factors often occur in English marked utterances signalling the speaker’s emotions and
attitudes to the extra-linguistic reality. The deviations are manifested by different types of prosodic
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intensification and attenuation; in some cases, intonation comes into complete conflict with the
interplay of non-prosodic factors.

The study follows up on Firbas’ research of emotiveness in English. It presents different patterns
of intensification and attenuation of communicative units identified in samples of spoken texts of
different genres. The study provides a comparison of the analyzed texts in regard to emotiveness and
a comparison of the means of expressing emotiveness in English and Czech.

Correspondence between theme/given and rheme/new
LibuSe Duskova

The paper addresses basic concepts of information structure/functional sentence perspective, the
theme and the rheme, from the aspect of correspondence between theme and given vs. rheme and
new. In general, the theme presents given information and the rheme is new: a sentence starts with
known, given information, and the new information appears at the end. In addition to the four
determining factors, context, semantics, position and intonation, and leaving aside second instances,
two aspects appear to play a role in regard to the respective function: the realization form of the noun
phrases implementing the function and the position of the sentence in the text or text unit. Simple
noun phrases constituted only by the head noun and a determiner indicate givenness/newness
primarily by the determiner. Modified noun phrases may contain given and new elements both in the
theme and the rheme, and their overall givenness/newness results from the interplay of the four
determining factors. Position in the text or text unit appears to play a role in text-initial sentences and
within the text in connection with the development of the story. This question is examined in finite
clauses drawn from continuous text of two contemporary novels.

Emphatic italics as a means of revaluating and non-revaluating intensification in written
communication: A task-based approach
Jifi Lukl

It is generally acknowledged (cf., Quirk et al., 1985, p. 1635) that one of the uses of italics in writing
is for emphasis: in effect, to indicate the placement of tonic stress — in terms of information structure,
the placement of information focus/rheme. If this is the case, then the question arises whether the use
of emphatic italics in writing could have comparable effect to the placement of tonic stress in spoken
communication as outlined by Firbas (e.g., 1985), namely, that of non-revaluating and revaluating
intensifications. This possibility was explored in Lukl (2020) which analysed an extract from a John
Irving novel and found that in the majority of cases (63%) emphatic italics were used for non-selective
non-revaluating intensification, while in 19% of cases, they were used for revaluating intensification.
This topic is revisited in the present study; however, it relies on intuitive judgements on the part
of the respondents, rather than an expertise in information structure analysis. This could more
felicitously approximate the manner in which people naturally process written texts. To limit bias,
the study also involves more respondents and samples of text from various authors. Procedurally, the
respondents were first assigned the analysed texts without italics. Their task was to select what they
perceived as the most important word in each clause, effectively indicating its information focus.
Their responses were subsequently compared to the original text (with italics): their selection of a
word which was originally italicized pointed to a case where the italics were used for non-selective
non-revaluating intensification; and conversely their selection of a word other than the originally
italicized one pointed to a case of either selective non-revaluating or revaluating intensification.

The role of information structure in the discourse of translation
Azad Mammadov & Lalandar Ziyadova
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Despite the numerous studies in the field of the relationship between information structure and
translation (Korzen and Gylling 2012, Maciej 2019, Jimenes-Fernandez 2020), there are still
potentially perspective areas for research. One of these areas is the study of the role of the translator,
who has a broad range of linguistic and extra-linguistic instruments to deliver information structure
from the source text to the target text. In this connection, the paper explores certain ways in which
the translator reconstructs the information structure of the source media texts in English in the target
texts in the Azerbaijani language. The reason why the authors have decided to focus on the media
translation from English into the Azerbaijani language is the desire to demonstrate how the
typologically different (English and Azerbaijani) grammars can be used to reconstruct information
structure during production of the discourse of translation.

For this purpose, the methods of contrastive and discourse analysis have been used for the study
of 30 pieces of media texts (mostly news and newspaper articles) produced by the leading UK and
US media outlets and their translations (made by the authors) into the Azerbaijani language.

There are various grammatical devices (the indefinite and definite articles, indefinite determiners,
personal and demonstrative pronouns, adverbs, word order and its changes), which are used in text to
distribute information within discourse (Arnold et. al 2013). Their ability to ensure strong
communicative dynamism in the source text provides invaluable assistance to the translator to reach
functional equivalence in the target text. On the other hand, the typological differences between
English and the Azerbaijani languages seriously influence the choice of the translator during this
process of reconstruction.

What constitutes the thematic flow in academic discourse? On thematic movement in different
sections of research articles
Renata Pipalova

Thematic flow (movement, progression) has been widely recognized as contributing significantly to
the recipient’s perception of coherence. This paper investigates the thematic flow in academic
discourse. It reports the findings of a study scrutinizing three recent linguistic research articles in view
of the thematic progressions (e.g., Dane§ 1974, 1989, Duskova 2015) featured in them, the unit of
research being set at the main clause. The paper strives to verify a recent claim on the relatively lesser
role played by thematic flow in academic discourse (see Pipalova 2023, 2024). It is framed in terms
of three main objectives. Firstly, it aims to find out which proportion of themes is not integrated in
thematic progressions at all. Secondly, it examines the ratio between simple and derived progressions.
Lastly, since the research articles scrutinized exhibit the same structure (subgenres/ sections), the
investigation is designed to show the similarities and differences between the types of thematic
progressions employed across the diverse sections of research articles. The paper should enhance the
current understanding of the genre thematic build-up.

Structural economy in casual spoken discourse: Focus marker LIKE as a pragmatic
alternative to clefting
Veronika RauSova

One of the discourse-pragmatic functions the word /ike performs in casual spoken discourse is a
marker of focus, allowing speakers to highlight various elements of their utterances. The present study
draws data from two corpora, the demographically sampled component of the BNC1994 and the
Spoken BNC2014, and shows that all the analysed instances of the focus-marking like are
paraphraseable by either it-clefts or pseudo-clefts. Therefore, it is suggested that the focus marker /ike
can be considered a more flexible, structurally simpler, lexical focusing device, which speakers can
use along with prosody to signal salience in spoken casual discourse. Unlike clefting, the focus marker
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like is not formally constrained regarding the highlighted element and does not require complex
syntactic reorganisation (Miller & Weinert, 1995: 379 — 380). Furthermore, the comparison of the
two corpora reveals that such usage has been a stable part of the discourse-pragmatic repertoires of
British English speakers for several decades.

PSOE2: Yeah, so er we want to get like a corner laundry cupboard like just a wood one, whi whi white
wood one. (BNC1994DS)

* Regular W-O: We want to get a corner laundry cupboard |[...]

* Pseudo-cleft: What we want to get is a corner laundry cupboard [...]

» It-cleft: It is a corner laundry cupboard that we want to get [...]

The focus marker /ike is presented as an economical interpretational cue saving production effort for
the speakers while yielding sufficient contextual effects to achieve the intended interpretation of
salience by the addressees, aligning with the trends towards higher efficiency in spoken
communication.

This work has been supported by Charles University Research Centre program No. 24/SSH/009.

‘Is there an open window or a window open?’ Intuitive FSP interpretation of the structure by native
P y

speakers of English

Vladislav Smolka

In the theory of Functional Sentence Perspective, the existential ‘there is’ construction is one of the
essential means of implementing the presentation scale, frequently used in everyday communication,
which introduces onto the scene the subject as the most dynamic clause constituent. If the subject
includes modification, it may in some cases either precede or follow the nominal head. Where both
options are available, this paper explores the relationship of the two variants and looks at the factors
affecting native speakers’ choice of one of them. These will include the context, formal realisation of
the modification, intuitive FSP interpretation of the structure reflected in the position of the intonation
nucleus, the interpretation of the sentence as consisting of one or more fields of CD distribution, etc.

The research will be based on theoretical literature and on data obtained from recordings of native
speakers of English uttering examples of the structures in question in well-defined communicative
situations and on their comments.
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2. English phraseology through the prism of other languages’ phraseology [in person]|

Convenors:

* Ramoén Marti Solano (University of Limoges, France)
ramon.marti-solano@unilim.fr

» Alicja Witalisz (Pedagogical University of Krakow, Poland)
alicja.witalisz@up.krakow.pl

Abstract:

A contrastive approach to English phraseology is essential in order to identify and describe the
specificities of its lexicogrammar, imagery and figurative and formulaic language. This seminar
invites participants interested in exploring contrastive phraseology and phraseotranslation. We
welcome papers focusing on English collocations, idioms and other fixed phrases, conversational
formulae and proverbs as well as phraseological patterns with open slots and other phraseological
constructions in contrast or in comparison with other languages. Methodological stances and
theoretical frameworks can include corpus linguistics, translational studies, construction grammar,
cognitive linguistics, conceptual metaphor theory, linguo-cultural analysis and lexicography, among
others.

Names and Affiliations of all Presenters:

« Jaroslav Emmer, University of South Bohemia, Ceské Bud&jovice, Czech Republic

» Paola Attolino, University of Salerno, Fisciano, Italy

+ Sabine Fiedler, Leipzig University, Germany

« Vladimir Z. Jovanovi¢, Marta Velickovi¢ & Mladen Popovié, University of Nis, Nis, Serbia
 Irene Simonsen, University of Southern Denmark, Senderborg, Denmark

 Ivo Fabijani¢, University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia

 Rita Juknevicieng, Vilnius University, Lithuania

« Inesa Seskauskiené, Vilnius University, Lithuania

Session 7 (Thursday, 29 August 2024, 10.30-12.30h, Synathlon 1216)

¢ Introduction — Ramén Marti Solano (University of Limoges, France)

e Paper 1 - Paola Attolino (University of Salerno, Fisciano, Italy): Anthroponymic Expressions in
American Political Discourse: Cross-Cultural Translation Challenges

e Paper 2 - Jaroslav Emmer (University of South Bohemia, Ceské Budgjovice, Czech Republic):
The translation of standard English adjectival similes into Czech

e Paper 3 — Irene Simonsen (University of Southern Denmark, Senderborg, Denmark):
How English Idioms Adapt in Danish: Exploring Potential Loan Translations

Session 8 (Thursday, 29 August 2024, 15.30-17.30h, Synathlon 1216)

e Paper 4 - Rita Juknevi¢iené¢ & Inesa Seskauskiené (Vilnius University, Lithuania): Collocations
with GIVE and TAKE in the language of Lithuanian learners of English

e Paper 5: Vladimir Z. Jovanovi¢, Marta Veli¢kovi¢ & Mladen Popovié (University of Nig, Nis,
Serbia): Image-Schematic Structure of Metaphorical Phrasemes of Motion in English and Serbian
Journalistic Register

e Paper 6 - Ivo Fabijani¢ (University of Zadar, Zadar, Croatia): 4 Contrastive Study of
Phraseological Units with War/Rat Element in English and Croatian

e Paper 7 - Sabine Fiedler (Leipzig University, Germany): English phraseology from a German
point of view
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Seminar 2 Abstracts:

Anthroponymic Expressions in American Political Discourse: Cross-Cultural Translation
Challenges
Paola Attolino

American political discourse provides numerous examples of phraseological units containing proper
names, assuming connotational or metaphorical-metonymic meanings that can (re)construct social
reality. Proper names, in fact, are not merely linguistic signs, they are also social constructs that may
be often ideologized and enter various text and discourse relations. For this reason, proper names are
not to be seen as isolated figures but analyzed for their use within specific (con)texts. Expressions
like full Ginsburg, Johnson treatment, or Sister Souljah moment are worth investigating due to their
intertextual character, as they refer to specific socio-cultural, historical, and/or ideological contexts.
The analysis of these expressions can reveal power relations, different concepts of governance, as
well as declared or implied ideologies, as proper names are not only related to historical and social
worlds, but can also convey these cultural and social worlds, involving a reflection on society and
values. This paper, rooted in the examination of various glossaries of American politics, political
dictionaries, and newspaper corpora, aims to provide an overview of the distinctiveness of American
political expressions that share the commonality of featuring a proper name - whether it be a given
name, family name, or nickname. The purpose is twofold: on the one hand, to explore the origins and
the circulation of such phraseological units within the journalistic sphere, fostering a reflection on
how attitudes, practices, power relations, and value judgments are rapidly and effectively conveyed
by specific anthroponymic elements which may function as idiom carriers in a specific context. On
the other hand, the study incorporates a comparative analysis of selected idioms, closely examining
the intricate challenges associated with translating these expressions into Italian and assesses the
extent to which potential Italian equivalents can maintain both accuracy and resonance within the
target language context.

The translation of standard English adjectival similes into Czech
Jaroslav Emmer

One of the challenges for translation is undeniably dealing with multi-word expressions (MWE's),
especially those with specific functions, such as adjectival similes. Adjectival simile (e.g. blind as a
bat) is a well-established figure of speech which ascribes a feature (tertium) to its target by employing
analogy and whose primary function is emphasis, for example, quiet as a mouse typically means ‘very
quiet’. Although sometimes permitting transformations, the lexical representation in standard
adjectival similes is predetermined. While the emphasis function remains universal, the constituting
elements of adjectival similes tend to be different in each language, thus posing a translational
challenge. This paper aims to explore how English similes are translated into Czech using a corpus-
based investigation of a parallel corpus InterCorp v16 (at Cesky narodni korpus). Three categories
were designed to assess the translated Czech form: (i) a corresponding standard simile, (ii) a non-
standard simile (loan translation/calque), and (iii) other means (idioms, avoidance). The data reveal
that the most frequent approach to translating English similes into Czech is to avoid using a standard
simile equivalent regardless of its existence. This typically involves either using a different MWE
with a similar function or changing the structure of the proposition completely. Additionally, the
number of loan translations is alarmingly large. This specifically impacts lexicography, as the loan
similes tend to appear in adjectival simile lists extracted from corpus data. Furthermore, the data
suggest that loan similes typically occur in translations of (originally English) literature. Increased
exposure to loan similes might make them compete with standard Czech similes and result in their
wider acceptance or, possibly, even cause them to become perceived as domestic by Czech speakers.

76



How English Idioms Adapt in Danish: Exploring Potential Loan Translations
Irene Simonsen

Exploring the Danish translations of English idioms, this study, based on the research project The
peculiarities of the phraseology of English from a contrastive perspective, examines cases where
idioms lack full or partial Danish equivalents. The focus is on translations employing either
established Danish idioms or non-idiomatic expressions, despite recent potential loan translations
from English into Danish. This research investigates whether the acceptance of these loan translations
depends on the presence of established idiomatic or non-idiomatic equivalents in Danish, or if other
factors such as diaphasic or diastratic considerations play a significant role. The study comprises two
parts: a corpus analysis using Danish Web 2020 in Sketch Engine, Infomedia, and KorpusDK to
explore contextual influences, such as medium, discourse, theme, and style concerning selected
examples of loan translations, and a survey assessing Danish language users’ preference for these
selected potential loan translations versus established idiomatic or non-idiomatic expressions. The
survey aims to determine the tendency to use loan translations in the absence of established Danish
idioms and to explore the correlation between diaphasic and diastratic factors and the acceptance of
these translations.

Collocations with GIVE and TAKE in the language of Lithuanian learners of English
Rita Jukneviciené & Inesa SeSkauskiené

Foreign learners of English at all stages of proficiency face situations when they struggle with
collocations carrying semi-idiomatic meanings that have no literal correspondence in their mother
tongue. The treatment of metaphor and metonymy in the cognitive linguistic framework helps account
for many cases of misuse, especially when language- and culture-specific collocations remain rather
opaque semantically.

This study is an attempt to explore the usage of two high-frequency English verbs, namely, give and
take, collocating with abstract nouns in the corpus of spoken and written language of advanced
Lithuanian learners of English. The corpus contains ca. 273,700 words and consists of Lithuanian
components of the ICLE (Granger et al. 2020) and LINDSEI (Gilquin et al. 2010) corpora.
Collocations with give and take often realize object metaphors, e.g. take responsibility, give guidance.
However, as this study reveals, Lithuanian learners tend to choose ‘Lithuanian’ objects for the verbs,
e. g. *take a law (cf. Lith. priimti jstatymgq) or *give traditions (cf. Lith. perduoti tradicijas). Our
findings confirm that 80-90% of deviations in the use of collocations for both verbs can be traced
back to cognitive-conceptual differences between English and Lithuanian. As a result of the study,
we suggest that cognitive incongruence of concepts between the target language and learners’ mother
tongue should be considered to better address the specific needs of proficient language learners.

Image-Schematic Structure of Metaphorical Phrasemes of Motion in English and Serbian
Journalistic Register
Vladimir Z. Jovanovi¢, Marta Velickovi¢, Mladen Popovié¢

The present study concerns the so-called referential phrasemes, i.e. (lexical) collocations, irreversible
bi- and trinomials, idioms, similes, phrasal verbs and compounds. The central interest of the research
is the investigation of the underlying structure of referential phrasemes in terms of their image-
schematic composition, basic to their conceptual formation. The main objectives include comparing
the structural characteristics of English metaphoric motion-related phrasemes (predominantly verbs
and verbal nouns) and their density with regard to the particular source and topic with their
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equivalents in Serbian. By analyzing the scalarity as a higher-order principle attributable to the
schemas within any image-schema complex, the research aims at validating certain assumptions
regarding the potential differences in the types of image schemas engaged in the conceptualizations
for the same/similar phraseological units in the two languages. The results of the analysis are meant
to show the correlation between different values on the scalarity range and the variables such as the
type of newspaper, the issue in focus considering the politico-economic domain, and others. The
corpus is composed of 400,000 words from 8 online editions of English and Serbian dailies, with a
total of over 5,000 motion-based conceptualizations excerpted therefrom, manually annotated for
image-schematic complexes involving the schemas of FORCE, PATH, CONTAINMENT, LINK and
BALANCE and analysed both qualitatively and quantitatively. The quantitative analysis was carried
out by means of one-way MANOV As and #-tests.

A Contrastive Study of Phraseological Units with War/Rat Element in English and Croatian
Ivo Fabijani¢

Due to the contemporary, global geo- and socio-political situation, the lexeme war/rat has
unfortunately become a frequent element in political discourse. This paper will provide a descriptive,
comparative and contrastive study of phraseological units including the war/rat element by
comparing numerous lexicographic sources (general and phraseological monolingual and bilingual
dictionaries) in English and Croatian. The lexicographic overview, which will be implemented by
using chronologically different dictionaries (within a time span of approximately 70 years) will ensure
a comparative insight into units that were lexicalized, institutionalized, and referenced in the earlier
editions of dictionaries and others that have been included in the latest updates. The aim is to
determine their similarities and differences as well as the influence exerted by the English language
in Croatian phraseology. Although the corpus is still under construction, the analysis of some of the
examples has revealed the possibility of including them in three classifications: full equivalence (En.
a war of nerves / Cr. rat zZivaca/rat nerava, En. cold war / Cr. hladni rat), partial equivalence or
grammatical difference (En. ‘price war’ vs. rat cijena), and zero equivalence, as in war paint and an
act of war, which do not have Croatian counterparts.

English phraseology from a German point of view
Sabine Fiedler

Comparative studies of phraseology show that the phrasicon of any language consists essentially of
two types of units. Firstly, there are phraseological units that are internationally (or at least trans-
linguistically) known. The correspondence between them goes back to common sources, such as the
Bible, Greek mythology or works of world literature. Language contacts also lead to the adoption of
phraseological units, with English currently being an important source language. In addition, general
human behaviour, experiences and parallels in thought patterns and metaphors can be the basis for
the emergence of the same or similar expressions. The second group includes the phraseological units
that are specific to a language and culture. They are based on the history, traditions and values of a
language community and not only difficult to understand without knowledge of this extra-linguistic
background but also difficult to render directly into other languages. The expressions to send someone
to Coventry and a catch-22-situation are examples of such culturally specific units in English. The
aim of this study is a linguo-cultural analysis of the phraseologies of English and German with regard
to these two groups of phraseological units, based on corpora (www.english-corpora.org; www.ids-
mannheim.de/cosmas2) and dictionaries (CCID 2004, Duden Redewendungen 2020). The working
hypothesis is that the specificity of English phraseology lies less in the imagery of the individual
expressions than in the existence of specific types of phraseological units (such as phrasal verbs and
discourse markers) and their pragmatics, i.e. the traditions of their use.
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3. Conceptual Metaphor, Metonymy, and Their Interaction [in person]

Convenors:

» Robert Kieltyka (University of Rzeszoéw) rkieltyka@ur.edu.pl

» Réka Benczes (Corvinus University, Budapest) rbenczes@gmail.com
* Mario Brdar (University of Osijek) mbrdar@ffos.hr

* Goran Mili¢ (University of Osijek) gmilic@ffos.hr

* Marcin Kudta (University of Rzeszow) mkudla@ur.edu.pl

Abstract:

Almost three decades after A. Barcelona organized a seminar on metaphor and metonymy at the ESSE
conference in Debrecen (1997) it seems apposite to take inventory of what insights we have gained
meanwhile. By taking a cross-linguistic/cross-cultural perspective (involving English, on which
researchers have mostly concentrated so far, and/or going beyond), the proposed seminar aims to
provide a comprehensive understanding of conceptual metaphor and metonymy and how these mental
processes interact in language, thought and culture. By examining their fundamental principles,
mechanisms, and implications, the seminar will explore the intricate dynamics that shape our
conceptual systems.

Possible topics to be covered: interaction between metaphor and metonymy; blending and integration
of metaphor and metonymy in conceptualization; complementary and contrasting roles of metaphor
and metonymy; case studies and empirical research on the interaction of metaphor and metonymy;
the role of metaphor/metonymy in shaping cognition, language, and culture; cultural variation and
context in metaphor/metonymy usage; metaphor and metonymy from a multimodal perspective;
metaphor and metonymy in word-formation; analysis of metaphor and metonymy in specialized
discourse (e.g., politics, business, science, advertising, film, religion)

Names and Affiliations of all Presenters:
 Ida Ruffolo (University of Calabria, Italy)
Assunta Caruso (University of Calabria, Italy)
+ Valentina Apresjan (Nazarbayev University, Russia)
+ Kirill Koncha (University of Groningen, Netherlands; HSE University, Russia)
* Anastasiya Lopukhina (University of London, UK)
» Alexander Orlov (HSE University, Russia)
» Vladislava Staroverova (HSE University, Russia)
» Ziyi Zhao (PGR) (University of Glasgow, UK)
« Lidija Strmelj (University of Zadar, Croatia)
* Mario Brdar (University of Osijek, Croatia)
+ Rita Brdar-Szabo6 (ELTE, Budapest, Hungary)
» Réka Benczes (Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary)
» Utku Bozdag (Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary)
+ Lilla Petronella Szab6 (Corvinus University of Budapest, Hungary)
* Bozena Kochman-Hatadyj (University of Rzeszoéw, Poland)
» Agnieszka Grzasko (University of Rzeszow, Poland)
* Goran Milic (University of Osijek, Croatia)
» Tanja Gradecak (University of Osijek)
* Marcin Kudta (University of Rzeszow, Poland)
* Robert Kiettyka (University of Rzeszéw, Poland)

Session 7 (Thursday, 29 August 2024, 10.30-12.30h, Anthropole 5060)
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10:30-12:30 Session 7: Metaphor and metonymy in discourse

room A5060 / chair: Robert Kieltyka

10:30-11:00 Geopolitics meets journalism: The CAPITAL FOR GOVERNMENT metonymy in

American news media

Réka Benczes, Utku Bozdag and Lilla Petronella Szabd (Corvinus University of Budapest)

11:00-11:30 Metonymic chameleons and snowballs:

Dynamic construal of metonymic meanings in English instructional texts
Mario Brdar (University of Osijek) & Rita Brdar-Szaboé (ELTE, Budapest)

11:30-12:00 Schematicity of metaphors as a euphemistic strategy

Tanja Gradecak and Goran Mili¢ (University of Osijek)

Session 8 (Thursday, 29 August 2024, 15.30-17.30h, Anthropole 5060)

15:30-17:30 Session 8: Metaphor and metonymy in literature and paremiology

room AS5060 / chair: Goran Milié

15:30-16:00 Metonymic operations in proverbs with place names

Bozena Kochman-Hatadyj and Agnieszka Grzasko (University of Rzeszow)

16:00-16:30 How to stomach the idea that a body part can be a verb: A cognitive semantic view of
conversion

Robert Kieltyka and Marcin Kudta (University of Rzeszow)

16:30-17:00 Christian metaphors in The Rockes of Christian Shipwracke

Lidija Strmelj (University of Zadar)

Session 9 (Friday, 30 August 2024, 10.30-12.30h, Anthropole 5060)

10:30-12:30 Session 9: Metaphor and metonymy in interplay and contrast
room AS060 / chair: Mario Brdar
10:30-11:00 Exploring proximal and distal metaphors in the mental lexicon

Valentina Apresyan (Nazarbayev University)
Kirill Koncha (University of Groningen, HSE University)

Anastasiya Lopukhina (University of London)

Alexander Orlov (HSE University)
Vladislava Staroverova (HSE University)
11:00-11:30 Multimodal metaphor and metonymy in environmental social advertising
Assunta (Susie) Caruso and Ida Ruffolo (University of Calabria)
11:30-12:00 From Metonymy to Metaphor: A Corpus-based Diachronic Comparison of English and
Chinese Colour Metaphors

Ziyi Zhao (University of Glasgow)

Seminar 3 Abstracts:

Multimodal metaphor and metonymy in environmental social advertising
Assunta (Susie) Caruso & Ida Ruffolo (University of Calabria)

Climate change and environmental sustainability are often referred to as topical and crucial to the
survival of humanity. Indeed, there is a widely accepted view that environmental and climate change-
related issues should be addressed urgently. However, many scholars have argued that one of the
major difficulties involved in visually communicating climate change is how to raise public
awareness of a relatively invisible problem, the effects of which are accepted only once they have
become visible (Doyle, 2011). The current situation makes the communication of environmental
protection a necessary and important area of investigation, particularly from a Conceptual Metaphor
Theory (CMT) perspective. According to CMT, the idea that “metaphor is a figure of thought rather
than a figure of language has led to the examination of non-verbal and multimodal manifestations of
metaphor” (Kashanizadeh and Forceville, 2020:78).
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Against this background, this presentation aims at exploring how metaphor-metonymy interaction in
the visual/multimodal realm of noncommercial advertisements fulfills different cognitive and
persuasive roles, with a focus on the evaluative potential and pragmatic effect of the campaigns. The
study follows Steen et al.’s (2010) metaphor identification procedure and Hidalgo-Downing and
O’Dowd’s (2023) multimodal metaphor coding protocol. Therefore, a corpus of 130 social ads -
created in English and published in 29 countries — is investigated to understand how metaphor-
metonymy interactions are employed to communicate environmental and climate change-related
issues to stakeholders and the public at large in an attempt to contribute to recent studies on the
interpretation of noncommercial advertising and their overall communicative effect.

Keywords: multimodal metaphor, metonymy, social advertising, environment.
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Exploring proximal and distal metaphors in the mental lexicon
Valentina Apresyan (Nazarbayev University)

Kirill Koncha (University of Groningen, HSE University)
Anastasiya Lopukhina (University of London)

Alexander Orlov (HSE University)

Vladislava Staroverova (HSE University)

The debate on the storage of polysemous words continues among scholars despite extensive research.
Frisson & Pickering (1999), Klein & Murphy (2001), Klepousniotou & Baum (2007) question
whether senses are stored separately or together. A hybrid approach, advocated by Lopukhina et al.
(2018), suggests metonymy is stored with the literal sense, while metaphor is separate. Apresjan et
al. (2021) argue for different patterns for “proximal” and “distal” metonymy and separate storage of
metaphor. We explore this through eye-tracking, lexical decision, and semantic clustering
experiments on Russian stimuli, focusing on proximal and distal metaphor. Testing 362 participants,
we expected proximal metaphor to share representation with the literal sense due to relatedness, while
distal metaphor would have separate representation, particularly in deep semantic processing tasks.
Our findings confirmed this, showing no significant distinctions in eye-tracking, longer response
times for distal metaphors in lexical decision, and more frequent miscategorization with literal sense
for proximal metaphor in semantic clustering. We observed differences in part of speech, highlighting
potential dissimilarities in mental representation between adjectival and verbal metaphors.
Comparing metonymy and metaphor, we found distinct processing and storage patterns. Metaphor,
mapping across domains, is perceived as more distinct from the literal sense than metonymy, which
maps within the same domain. We anticipate the cross-linguistic validity of our findings for English,
despite differences in linguistic expressions, as cognitive and linguistic processes underlying
polysemy are frequent if not universal.

Keywords: metaphor, metonymy, proximal, distal, grammaticalization, processing, mental lexicon
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From metonymy to metaphor: A corpus-based diachronic comparison of English and Chinese
colour metaphors
Ziyi Zhao (University of Glasgow)

Within studies on interaction between metonymy and metaphor, little cross-cultural research has
examined the development of metaphors that derive from metonymies. This paper compares the
development of colour metaphors in English and Chinese and shows the critical role of their
metonymic bases. It diachronically compares metaphors of three English colour terms and their
Chinese counterparts: pink-fen(hong), orange-cheng(se)/jvse, gold(en)-jin(se). Pink-fen(hong) with
a set of overlapping metonymic bases (flower, powder, skin) reveal how metonymies motivate
metaphors. Comparison of orange-cheng(se)/jvse and gold(en)-jin(se) illuminates metonymy’s role
in the metaphorical productivity of colours.

This paper uses corpora in four historical periods of English and Chinese, to compare the routes taken
during metaphorical development. These are supplemented by other resources — dictionaries,
Historical Thesaurus, and Metaphor Map of English.

The results confirm that metonymy is a significant motivation for the colour term to develop
metaphorical meanings in both languages. The metonymic bases establish the association between
the colour and the connotation of the metonymy, which then develops into a metaphorical mapping.
Thus, pink is associated with its metonymy of skin to express connotations of excellent health before
pink metaphorically refers to excellent health. The association becomes metaphorical after losing the
conceptual link of skin. Metonymy also influences the productivity of colour terms. Unlike gold(en),
orange does not develop metaphorical meanings, probably because it lacks connotations. Comparison
between two languages shows the development of colour metaphors is cross-cultural, influenced by
the interplay of conceptualisation and cultural factors.

Keywords: colour term; metonymy; metaphor
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Christian metaphors in The Rockes of Christian Shipwracke
Lidija Strmelj (University of Zadar)
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The article deals with Christian metaphors in The Rockes of Christian Shipwracke, originally written
in Italian by Dalmatian bishop Marco Antonio de Dominis at the beginning of the 17th c. As a typical
homiletic writing, the text is abundant with metaphors, whose source domains are kinship,
matrimony, natural environment etc. However, in the paper we shall focus mostly on the metaphors
based on maritime imagery such as ship-wrecks, rocks, shelfs and storms as most important, which
were close not only to the author of Dalmatian origin, but also wide readership in Europe of the time.

Firstly, we shall identify the metaphorical concepts underlying the metaphorical expressions in the
text, and secondly, investigate whether these metaphorical concepts are identical to those found in
early religious texts, specifically, the Old and New Testaments. Then we shall draw a parallel between
the metaphorical representations of seafaring in the Bible and ancient literature, such as the Odyssey,
on the one side, and between The Rockes of Christian Shipwracke and contemporary literature, in
particular, Shakespeare’s Tempest, on the other side. The comparison might show the consistency in
language specific and culture-framed conceptualisation, but also the possible reconceptualisation of
particular targets that has taken place over time. So, the article intends to connect Lakoff’s and
Johnson’s conceptual theory of metaphor and cultural linguistics, promoted by Farzad Sharifian,
however, from a diachronic perspective.

Keywords: Christian metaphors, conceptual metaphors, cultural metaphors, seafaring
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Metonymic chameleons and snowballs:
Dynamic construal of metonymic meanings in English instructional texts
Mario Brdar (University of Osijek) & Rita Brdar-Szab6 (ELTE, Budapest)

In this talk we argue for a new dimension along which metonymies could be studied as they interact
in discourse. Our central notion is cumulative metonymy. Metonymies can be paradigmatically
cumulative or syntagmatically cumulative. The former are cases of several conceptual metonymic
layers stacked onto each other, but clipped or telescoped with respect to their form. Syntagmatically
cumulative metonymies are realized as textual metonymic chains sharing the same metonymic source,
viz. vehicle, but exhibiting variable targets as the discourse evolves.

The inclusion of two types of cumulativity makes it possible to study how metonymic meanings are
dynamically constructed (how they emerge, how they are modulated, and how metonymies interact)
as the discourse evolves. The paradigmatic and the syntagmatic complexity can be simultaneously
modelled in this framework. As the discourse evolves, the target associated with a particular instance
of the same vehicle may flexibly change. There are many ways in which this can happen, but we
demonstrate just two patterns of metonymy-assisted dynamic meaning construal in English
instructional texts, specifically recipes. In the first of these, which we call oscillatory, the targeted
meaning changes from vehicle to vehicle like a chameleon, often oscillating forth and back between
metonymic interpretations. The second pattern of metonymy-assisted dynamic meaning construal is
when the reference of the target irreversibly changes, picking up more elements of meaning like a
rolling snowball as it indicates a real-world transformation of the referent. Needless to say, the two
patterns may interact, producing mixed metonymic networks.
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Geopolitics meets journalism: The CAPITAL FOR GOVERNMENT metonymy in American news
media
Lilla Petronella Szabd, Réka Benczes, Utku Bozdag (Corvinus University of Budapest)

In political journalism, capital cities such as Washington are often used to represent the incumbent
administration, a concept known as the CAPITAL FOR GOVERNMENT metonymy (Benczes &
Szabd, 2020; Benczes et al., to appear). This metonymy is more prominent in reporting on countries
viewed as allies or enemies, and less so for neutral governments (Brdar & Brdar-Szabo, 2011). The
use of this metonymy is influenced by the EMOTIONAL DISTANCE IS DISTANCE IN PHYSICAL
SPACE metaphor, where journalists metaphorically keep friends and foes closer. Thus, the question
arises whether the realignment of the political landscape is reflected in the use of CAPITAL FOR
GOVERNMENT metonymy.

Specifically, the research focuses on whether political shifts (such as the change of government in the
USA) has an effect on the arrangement of the spatial metaphor. It analyzes the CAPITAL FOR
GOVERNMENT metonymy in four capitals the public perceives as threats (Beijing, Moscow,
Tehran, Pyongyang) and as allies (London, Ottawa, Tel Aviv, Brussels), on major online news sites
(CNN, Fox News) between 2017 and 2023, based on Pew Research Center (2023) data. The findings
uncover patterns in the prevalence of this metonymy in U.S. news media with different political
leanings. The frequency of metonymic versus non-metonymic references are also compared to
understand how ideological shifts affect linguistic choices in reporting on international affairs,
especially during turbulent times of political crises and transitions.

Keywords: metonymy, CAPITAL FOR GOVERNMENT, USA, online news media, ally, enemy
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Metonymic operations in proverbs with place names
Bozena Kochman-Haladyj and Agnieszka Grzasko (University of Rzeszow)

As far as the motivation of proverbs in cognitive semantics is concerned, there emerge two contrastive
perspectives. On the one hand, proverbs are viewed as metaphorically conditioned — due to the
working of the GENERIC IS SPECIFIC metaphor (see Lakoff and Turner 1989) and on the other, on
account of their conceptual nature proverbs might be interpreted as metonymic — visualising the
general conceptual metonymy SPECIFIC FOR GENERIC (see Kovecses and Radden 1999, Panther and
Thornburg 1999, Szpila 2005, Bierwiaczonek 2014, Lemghari 2019, Kochman-Hatadyj and Kieltyka
2023). The article in question scrutinizes metonymic conceptualisations embodied in proverbs and
occasionally other phraseological units containing place names and coming from various linguo-
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cultures. As postulated by Radden and Kovecses (2007: 17-18), places align with, among others,
“people living there, well-known institutions located there, events which occur or occurred there |...]
and activities performed there.” Accordingly, in the analysed linguistic occurrences the following
types of metonymy are identified: PLACE FOR INHABITANTS (e.g. The village feeds the town (Bulgarian
proverb)), PLACE FOR INSTITUTION (e.g. The nearer the church, the farther from God (Anglo-
American proverb), PLACE FOR EVENT (e.g. Every man meets his Waterloo at last (Wendell Phillips’
quote)), PLACE FOR ACTIVITY PERFORMED AT THAT PLACE (e.g. A house without books is like a room
without windows (Anglo-American proverb)). Such cognitive linguistic inroads into the
paremiologists’ domain demonstrate that this combined agenda appears as a win-win situation for
both sides and therefore provides potential for explaining the motives behind the use of proverbs as
well as analysing them cross-linguistically and cross-culturally.

Keywords: proverbs, place names, cognitive semantics, metonymy, metonymic operations
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Schematicity of metaphors as a euphemistic strategy
Tanja Gradecak and Goran Mili¢ (University of Osijek)

The English language as a lingua franca in expert discourse was found to influence the development
of meaning networks related to refugees and the phenomenon of migration, the socio-pragmatic effect
of which is crucially shaped by conceptual mappings underlying specific linguistic choices regarding
the actors and the process itself. In our research we follow the development of euphemistic
expressions related to migration discourse in a ‘top-down’ process where international institutions as
policy makers suggest, or rather dictate, the preferred jargon.

Baker & McEnery’s (2005) claim that coverage of refugee and asylum issues makes ample use of
metaphors related to large quantities and elemental forces such as water and flooding and that these
metaphors depict refugees and asylum seekers as anonymous, voiceless and even dehumanised
groups. We hypothesize that the metonymy GENERIC FOR SPECIFIC is drawn upon in order to create
the least metaphorically elaborated and a more neutral term — movement of refugees/migrants as a
step further in the process of euphemisation of the notion of migration.

The aim of this study is to examine the euphemistic effect of the metaphor’s degree of schematicity
(Clausner & Croft 1997), in this case of the MOVEMENT domain, as a schematic representation of all
human movement in the EVENTS ARE ACTIONS generic-level metaphor (Kdvecses 2002: 46) in official
publications on migration published by EU institutions and the UN.

The focus is on a comparative corpus analysis of official EU and UN publications about migration
movements in English in the periods from January 2015 to January 2016 and from Jan 2022 to Jan
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2023. The extracted texts were analysed in SketchEngine with a specific descriptive quantitative goal
of observing the increase in the use of generic metaphors as an indicator of the degree of
euphemisation in discourse and the potential impact specific metaphorical expressions may have on
wider audience. The secondary research goal was to observe the use of the English construction as it
was adopted in the Croatian expert discourse and the media and compare them to the use of the
constructions with water as the source domain.
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How to stomach the idea that a body part can be a verb: A cognitive semantic view of conversion
Robert Kieltyka and Marcin Kudla (University of Rzeszow)

In this paper, we explore the relationship between metonymy and conversion, focusing on English
verbs derived from nouns denoting parts of the body. Revisiting the concept of conversion as
metonymy, we build on the work of Dirven (1999), Martsa (2013), and Brdar (2017). We argue that
the process of converting nouns representing body parts into verbs can be elucidated through
metonymy. In the realm of denominal verbs based on body parts, the prototypical case involves an
action utilizing a specific body part, adhering to the pattern INSTRUMENT FOR ACTION,
exemplified by verbs like to knee ‘to hit someone with one’s knee’ or to stomach ‘to eat something
without becoming ill’. However, we contend that this framework does not fully capture the
complexity of the phenomenon. Since body part-based denominal verbs are often metaphorically
extended, as seen in examples like to stomach a thought or to face a problem, we assert that such
cases should be considered instances of metaphtonymy, where the source domain of a metaphor is
metonymically expanded (cf. Ruiz de Mendoza Ibanez and Diez Velasco 2002).

Keywords: conversion, metonymy, metaphor, metaphtonymy, instrument, salient property
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4. To Believe or not to Believe: Approaching Manipulation in Current Discourses [in person]

Convenors:

» Jacopo Castaldi (Canterbury Christ Church University, UK) jacopo.castaldi@canterbury.ac.uk
» Ewa Konieczna (University of Rzeszow, Poland) ekonieczna@ur.edu.pl

* Bozena Duda (University of Rzeszoéw, Poland) bduda@ur.edu.pl

* Paulina Mormol-Fura (University of Rzeszow, Poland) pmormol@ur.edu.pl

Abstract:
Given the difficulty to ascertain the intentions of text producers (Maillat, 2013; Maillat and Oswald,
2009; Oswald, 2014), studying manipulative discourses presents challenges at different levels.
Firstly, as a matter of definitions, manipulation and persuasion are often difficult to differentiate
(but see de Saussure, 2005 and Sorlin, 2016 for some attempts). Secondly, at analytical and
interpretative levels, establishing whether manipulation occurs often relies on speculative arguments
on the part of the researcher.

In view of the above, the main aim of the seminar is to encourage contributions that offer
proposals of innovative analytical tools and theoretical frameworks which:

1) would explore the nature of verbal and non-verbal (e.g. pictorial/visual) manipulation and
establish its definition;

2) could be applied to the study of various types and degrees of manipulation (including fake
news);

3) would enable to identify manipulation in various types of mono- or multimodal discourses

(in the sense of Forceville, 2020), and possibly to find out whether or not manipulative techniques
vary depending on the genre.

We invite researchers working within various frameworks and engaged in studying various types of
English language media, including — albeit not limited to — online portals, social media, television, the
press, or posters.

20-minute presentations plus 5 minutes for Q&A

Session 7 (Thursday, 29 August 2024, 10.30-12.30h, Anthropole 4129)

¢ Introduction: Jacopo Castaldi and Ewa Konieczna (20 minutes)

e Paper 1 - Persuasion cultures on Reddit: the cases of r/changemyview and
r/unpopularopinion;
Daria Dayter, Tampere University, Thomas Messerli, University of Basel

e Paper 2 - Manipulation on Social Media: Disguising Ageist Hate Speech through Mock
Politeness
Isabel Ermida, University of Minho

o Paper 3 - Intertextuality and manipulation in immigration discourse during 2023
parliamentary election campaign in Poland
Bozena Duda, University of Rzeszow

Session 8 (Thursday, 29 August 2024, 15.30-17.30h, Anthropole 4129)

e Paper 4 - Persuader extraordinaire? Or expert manipulator? Different forms of intention,
manipulation and persuasion in advertising discourse across various media;
Elsa Simdes, Pessoa University

e Paper 5 - Commodification of misinformation: a multimodal analysis of conspiracy apparel
Beata Kopecka, University of Rzeszow, Paulina Mormol-Fura, University of Rzeszow

e Paper 6 - Approaching Manipulation through the Analysis of Pragmatic Markers
Péter Furko, Karoli Gaspar University of the Reformed Church in Hungary
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e Paper 7 - Verisimilitude in Inno Uzoma Nwadike’s Uwa Bu Agha and Adaeze: Connecting the dots
of make-belief and realism
Ikechukwu-Ibe Chioma Juliet, University of Salerno

e Final discussion: 20 minutes

Seminar 4 Abstracts:

Persuader extraordinaire? Or expert manipulator? Different forms of intention, manipulation and
persuasion in advertising discourse across various media
Elsa Simoes, Pessoa University

Manipulation discourse presents singular aspects: it is eyed with suspicion, seen as a ‘failure in
communication’, or, from an ethical perspective, as a ‘perverted’ form of it. Epithets gathered by
Sorlin (2017) in her overview of academic judgements on manipulative discourse include
‘misleading’, ‘morally wrong’, ‘fallacious’, ‘lacking in transparency’, ‘persuasion gone wrong’ or
‘arousing wrong passions’. In advertising, the ‘manipulative discourse’ slur is embedded in its very
nature, permeating the way it is perceived. In this case, the intentions of the text producer are, and
have always been, clear from the start, especially in the case of ads broadcast in traditional (‘paid’)
media. In advertising, the use of manipulation is not norm-breaking: rather, it is the norm. Both
commercial and social advertising thrives on it. Although it is always taken with a pinch of salt by
the (mostly) savvy and ad-literate contemporary consumers, it still makes an impact and manages to
get its message across, whether by repetition, intrusiveness, by resorting to an array of creative
strategies, or even borrowing credibility from surrounding discourses. Based on de Saussure’s
working definition of manipulation (2005), it is the purpose of this paper to look into strategies used
in ads from different media in order to influence audiences. We can even contend that its manipulative
nature does not really deceive but is used for purposes which transcend simplistic appeals to
acquisition. Considering advertising as an attempt to change demand by means of communication (as
proposed by Cluley, 2017), we will (1) analyse the elements that influence consumers, (2) reflect on
the way they do it, resorting to Forceville’s proposals (2020) on the readings of visual and multimodal
documents and, lastly, (3) delve into the way this discursive manipulation (persuasion?) shapes the
way we communicate.

Persuasion cultures on Reddit: the cases of r/changemyview and r/unpopularopinion
Daria Dayter, Tampere University
Thomas Messerli, University of Basel

Within the context of polarized digital discourses, some spaces operate as sites of more reasoned and
self-reflective debate. A case in point is the r/changemyview subreddit dedicated to playful debates
on topics that community members choose themselves. The original posters (OPs) display expertise
and position themselves as having a clear and typically unpopular opinion on the topic, but also as
open to having their view changed by others, whose responses constitute attempts at persuasion.
Another subreddit, r/unpopularopinion, similarly brings forth unpopular submissions as instigations
for debate, but does not prescribe persuasion as a goal, instead foregrounding the unpopularity of the
OP opinion.

For our study, we exploratively compare persuasive strategies in submissions and comments on both
subreddits. We argue that in the case of r/changemyview, where successfully changing a user’s
opinion results in gaining social capital, the persuasive activity is better understood as manipulation,
since the authors are focused on obtaining the result rather than the affective benefits of disclosing
their genuine beliefs (see Dayter & Messerli, 2022). We understand prescribed rules as an
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independent variable that is likely to shape subreddit members’ behaviour and ask: Given that
r/changemyview prescribes persuasion and leaves undefined the status of the addressed opinion, and
r/unpopularopinion defines the addressed opinion as unpopular and leaves undefined the
perlocutionary effect of comments, what differences emerge in persuasive and non-persuasive
strategies between the two conditions? To what extent can attempts at persuasion and manipulation
be identified in submissions, directed at readers/commenters, and in comments, directed at OPs?

Verisimilitude in Inno Uzoma Nwadike’s Uwa Bu Agha and Adaeze: Connecting the dots of make-
belief and realism
Ikechukwu-Ibe Chioma Juliet, University of Salerno

The imaginary worlds that various authors create in literary works establish the foundations of
literature’s world-building. Though ‘invented,” sometimes to manipulate the readers, the worlds
perhaps exist somewhere in reality (Wolf, 2014). If fantasy, for instance, can reside in human minds,
then literature is everything. Thus, literary works are products of inspiration, experiences, and
observations (Thrash, 2021). This paper examines verisimilitude in Uwa Bu Agha and Adaeze,
historical prose narratives. Drawing insights from the content (Miller, 1974) and the likeness or
similarity approaches (Oddie, 2014) to truthlikeness, the paper establishes the relationship between
the worlds of make-believe, invented by Inno Uzoma Nwadike in Uwa Bu Agha and Adaeze and
contemporary society. Using the descriptive method of data analysis and the data set from the two
literary texts, the paper demonstrates that Uwa Bu Agha manifests verisimilitude in the form of
favouritism and politics, marginalisation, laxity, and conspiracy and manipulation, which are themes
identifiable in the novel. It is also observed that verisimilitude, as it relates to Uwa Bu Agha and
Adaeze, is utilised to satirise social constraints and norms that the author saw and assumed to be very
unsettling, plainly upsetting, ridiculously comic, and undilutedly ironic. Nwadike uses the power of
his mighty goose feather quills (pen) to expose such unscrupulous phenomena, with the hope that his
ink-scribbled writings will be able to voice out eye-opening critiques and constructively manipulate
the readers for better societies in return.

Manipulation on Social Media: Disguising Ageist Hate Speech through Mock Politeness
Isabel Ermida, University of Minho

This article aims at analysing how mock politeness strategies signal the expression of manipulation in
online news commentary. It resorts to a subset of the NETLANG hate speech corpus, collected from a
pool of user-generated texts posted on the comment boards of the Daily Mail news website in response
to articles dealing with sensitive age-related issues. By examining four different types of (surface)
politeness strategies used in the texts — thanking, complimenting, agreeing, and apologising — the article
looks into the indirect, disguised ways in which such strategies voice ageism. More specifically, it
assesses whether their positive and negative face-enhancing function is genuine or, as the hypothesis
goes, insincere (i.e. infelicitous), hence manipulative, playing a triggering, enabling, and strategic role
in the illocutionary expression of hatred. In other words, the analysis of mock politeness strategies will
hopefully show that they “manipulate” readers into assimilating, or indeed accepting, prejudiced and
discriminatory views on the elderly. In linguistic terms, the findings confirm the occurrence of
pragmatic mismatch, as anticipated in the literature on mock politeness, and reveal a two-phase process
under which it is accomplished. The article thus hopes to shed light on a relatively neglected aspect of
im/politeness studies, i.e. mock politeness, by describing its dually formulaic and creative linguistic
realisations. At the same time, it contributes to understanding the exploitation of mock politeness for
manipulative, potentially harmful, ideological portrayals of the elderly, an equally neglected social
group in hate speech research, leading to the group’s ostracism and marginalization.
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Approaching Manipulation through the Analysis of Pragmatic Markers
Péter Furko, Karoli Gaspar University of the Reformed Church in Hungary

Micro-analyses in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) concerning political discourse typically
concentrate on the manipulative potential of lexical and morpho-syntactic choices, such as
activation/passivation, nominalization, pronoun usage, and ergative constructions. Simultaneously,
there has been a growing interest in CDA regarding pragmalinguistic and socio-pragmatic
phenomena, such as face management, the realization of specific speech acts, as well as
conversational strategies and topical organization.

The present paper draws on research in a sub-field of pragmatics, pragmatic marker research, often
considered a growth industry within pragmatics. The primary goals of the paper are, firstly, to
demonstrate that the analysis of pragmatic markers can function as a heuristic tool for revealing
various manifestations of manipulative intent, and secondly, to showcase the advantages of the
interdisciplinary exchange between CDA and pragmatic marker research.The paper adopts a Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) approach to evidential markers, general extenders, quotation markers, and
markers of (un)certainty in political interviews aired by the BBC, CNN, and Hungarian ATV.
Following a brief overview of the formal and functional characteristics of pragmatic markers and
their significance in CDA research, I explore distinct features of the political interview within the
realms of political discourse, institutional discourse, and media discourse. The second part of the
paper involves a reevaluation of previous, primarily descriptive and genre analytical research through
the lens of CDA. I link specific pragmatic markers to various expressions of manipulative intent,
encompassing suppression, polarization, recontextualization, conversationalization, and intended
ambiguity.

Commodification of misinformation: a multimodal analysis of conspiracy apparel
Beata Kopecka, University of Rzeszow
Paulina Mormol-Fura, University of Rzeszow

Clothing, and especially T-shirts, can be seen as a means of communication, used to display various
social messages for public consumption (Macomber, Mallinson and Seale 2011). T-shirt slogans,
often combined with visual elements, can reveal one’s attitudes, values, or identity, as well as voice
support for certain causes (Crane 2012). By providing physical surface for the expression of ideas
and views, they are instrumental in circulating various messages in the public arena (Paterson 2017),
regardless of their validity and veracity. Given the above, the existence of a thriving market devoted
to selling apparel with misleading, manipulative or conspiracy messages is hardly surprising.

Following the theory of multimodal discourse put forward by Kress and van Leuween (2010), in the
following study, conspiracy T-shirts will be treated as examples of multimodal texts. Having amassed
a corpus of such texts derived from various e-commerce websites, selected examples will be subjected
to multimodal analysis rooted primarily in Stockl’s (2016) multi-level model. The primary aim of the
study is to investigate how (and what) verbal and non-verbal means are used to spread conspiracy
theories and misinformation by the agency of clothing. Additionally, the author intends to illustrate
how the wearers’ establish and embrace their identity through the use of verbal and non-verbal irony
and reclamation.

Intertextuality and manipulation in immigration discourse during 2023 parliamentary election
campaign in Poland
Bozena Duda, University of Rzeszow
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The fact that intertexuality can take the visual form has already been acknowledged by, for example,
Forceville (2006) and Janich (2008). In turn, Hart (2017) managed to show the inteplay of metaphor
and intertextuality from the multimodal perspective. The theoretical background for analyzing
immigration discourse with the use of cognitive science relies here on Hart (2010), whereby a
methodological tool is proposed for employing cognitive linguistics to illustrate how communication,
also that for manipulation, is structured.

Some topics are more prone to manipulation than others, and immigration definitely belongs to the
former category. The reason for this being, as Tandoc et al. (2018: 13) explain, “[that] fake news
needs the nourishment of troubled times in order to take root. Social tumult and divisions facilitate
our willingness to believe news that confirms our enmity toward another group.” Hence, it seems
justifiable that immigration as a divisive topic was at the core of the election campaign in Poland in
2023.

The analysis aims to show how intertextuality plays a role in the manipulation of information in
immigration discourse during an election campaign. The corpus for the analysis includes a number
of posts published in social media between August 2023 and mid-October 2023, which was the period
of parlimentary election campaign in Poland. The posts were labelled as manipulation or fake news
by one the leading fact-checking agencies in Poland, namely Demagog, Pravda Association or AFP.
The aim is to examine how cognitive and linguistic means are employed to build intertextual links
(verbal, visual or multimodal) with the view to manipulating the recepients.
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5. The success of invisible Anglicisms: a global trend? [in person]

Convenor:
* Henrik Gottlieb (University of Copenhagen, Denmark) gottliecb@hum.ku.dk

Abstract:

Previous ESSE conferences — including the one in Kosice in 2014, at which the Global Anglicism
Database Network (GLAD) was founded — successfully included seminars focusing on the worldwide
lexical impact of English.

For the 2024 conference, we propose a seminar on invisible Anglicisms, i.e. English-based
semantic borrowings, loan translations and syntactic calques. Now attested as highly frequent in
several Germanic speech communities (Gottlieb 2020, Andersen 2021), such invisible Anglicisms —
tokens of English impact unnoticed by most speakers — may experience increasing usage in Romance,
Slavonic and other speech communities, too (Witalisz 2015).

We welcome contributions from Europe and abroad testing or challenging this claim.

References:

Andersen, Gisle (2021). On a daily basis ... a comparative study of phraseological borrowing. In Ramén Marti Solano &
Pablo Ruano San Segundo (eds) Anglicisms and Corpus Linguistics. Corpus-Aided Research into the Influence of
English on European Languages. Peter Lang. 13-30.

Gottlieb, Henrik (2020). Echoes of English. Anglicisms in minor speech communities — with special focus on Danish and
Afrikaans. Peter Lang.

Gottlieb, Henrik et al. (2018). Introducing and developing GLAD — The Global Anglicism Database Network. The ESSE
Messenger 27(2): 4-19.

Witalisz, Alicja (2015). English loan translations in Polish: Word-formation patterns, lexicalization, idiomaticity and
institutionalization. Peter Lang.

Session 1 (Monday, 26 August 2024, 16:00-18:00, Anthropole 1031)

Time Room | Presenter Title

16:00-16:30 | A1031 | Virginia Pulcini & Stefania Cicillini Speakers’ perceptions of invisible Anglicisms in
Italian

16:30-17:00 Anabella Niculescu Invisible Anglicisms in present-day Romanian

17:00-17:30 Sabine Fiedler The influence of English on Esperanto

17:30-18:00 Keisuke Imamura Invisible Anglicisms in the Japanese GLAD
contribution

Sessions 2 & 3 (Tuesday, 27 August 2024, 11:00-13:00 and 16:00-18:00, Anthropole
1031)

Time Room | Presenter Title

11:00-11:30 | A1031 | Henrik Gottlieb Semantic English influence on Danish since 1800

11:30-12:00 Anglicisms around the Globe

12:00-12:30 Lieven Buysse English phraseological borrowings in Dutch

12:30-13:00 George Xydopoulos Prenominal NP’s in Greek due to English
influence

Lunch break

etc.

16:00-16:30 | A1031 | Alicja Witalisz Overt vs. covert borrowing: an experimental
study

16:30-17:00 Eva Sicherl Visible and invisible Anglicisms in Slovene youth
slang

17:00-17:30 Ivana Bozdéchova & Ales Klégr English-based loan translations & semantic loans
in Czech

17:30-18:00 Jiti Rambousek Czech and English: Between interference and
influence
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Sessions 4 & 5 (Wednesday, 28 August 2024, 10.30-12.30 and 14:00-16:00, Anthropole
5071)

Time Room | Presenter Title
10:30-11:00 | A5071 | Svitlana Pereplotchykova ‘Quiet’ Anglicisation of Ukrainian: 2014-2024
11:00-11:30 Yuliia Kroviakova The adoption of Anglicisms by Ukrainians: a
questionnaire
11:30-12:00 Jovanka Lazarevska-Stanchevska Invisible vs. visible Anglicisms in Macedonian
12:00-12:30 Biljana Misi¢ Ili¢ English phraseological loan translations in
Serbian
Lunch break
14:00-14:30 | A5071 | Dubravka Vidakovi¢ Erdelji¢ Invisible Anglicisms in Croatian
14:30-15:00 Nika Zorici¢ The hidden impact of English on Russian and
Croatian
15:00-16:00 Global Anglicism Database Network | Open meeting with latest updates on GLAD
(GLAD) projects:
steering committee the Database, the Routledge Anthology, this
seminar, etc.

Seminar 5 Abstracts:

Alicja Witalisz
University of the National Education Commission, Krakow, Poland

Overt vs. covert borrowing: the evaluation of contact-induced phenomena through the prism
of sociopragmatic factors and self-declared purism

This presentation reports on the results of an experimental study aimed at verifying corpus-sourced
data and explaining recipient-language speakers’ lexical preferences as manifested through the
alternate use of direct borrowings (loanwords) and loan translations, both based on a common English
etymon, e.g. Pol. happy hours and Pol. szczesliwe godziny < Eng. happy hour. The very coexistence
in the recipient language of two different types of loan that render a single foreign concept is corpus
verifiable (Witalisz 2021), but mere quantitative data explain neither: 1) why some speakers prefer
English-sounding direct borrowings (happy hours), while other speakers opt for native-looking loan
translations (szczesliwe godziny), nor 2) why these two synonymous expressions coexist in the lexical
stock of a single speaker. A questionnaire (whose design was preceded by a corpus-based study and
a pre-test) was carried out on a representative group of 375 speakers of Polish asked about their lexical
preferences and attitudes to loans, as well as some national identity- and demographics-related
questions. The major research questions were: 1) what factors govern speakers’ lexical choices
(between a loanword and a loan translation), 2) to what extent are these choices conscious, 3) whether
and how they correlate with sociopragmatic factors, self-declared linguistic purism and the feeling of
national identity. Corpus-based data were then compared to those obtained from the respondents.
Our study is innovative in that it concerns contact-induced synonymous expressions that coexist in
the recipient language as two different types of loan, both based on a single English etymon. Previous
similar research focused exlusively on the choice between a direct borrowing and a native semantic
equivalent (e.g. van Meurs et al. 2014; Hansen et al. 2018; Calude 2020; Crombez et al. 2022),
variance in gender assignment (Rothe 2014), or made use of invented loanwords, loan translations
and loan creations based on a single model (Banko et al. 2021).

References
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Anabella-Gloria Niculescu-Gorpin
lorgu lordan—Alexandru Rosetti Institute of Linguistics, Romanian Academy & University of
Bucharest, Romania.

Invisible Anglicisms in present-day Romanian. A case study

Research is still needed on the global English influence, as quietly — but steadily — the influence has
spread at the morphosyntactic level, less open to contact-induced phenomena as opposed to the lexical
one, the most permeable in any given language. The current presentation identifies ‘invisible’
Anglicisms (Gottlieb 2020, Andersen 2021) in present-day Romanian from incorrect use of
prepositions to semantic and syntactic calques. Most cases are still considered mistakes, as they
infringe upon the Romanian morphosyntax, but native speakers use them without even realising that,
most often, they are due to the English influence; I say ‘most often’ as there might be cases when
speakers that do not know English are indirectly influenced, i.e. they are exposed to such ‘invisible’
Anglicisms through the language of their friends, through the Romanian media, etc. The analysis is
focused on written and spoken sources: I have analysed students’ translations, most of them spoken,
made on the spot during classes, and other instances from the online press. Examples such as Ro. in
Londra instead of Ro. la Londra (En. in London) are common, and most speakers find them perfectly
correct. Amazingly, the same attitude is observed for more complicated cases (e.g. Ro. Henry trebuise
[En. had needed, as the tense in Romanian is not formed with an auxiliary] niciodata [never], correct
Ro. nu trebuise niciodata for En. Henry had never needed to, where Romanian requires obligatorily
double negation marked by the negative particle Ro. nu and the negative adverb Ro. niciodata). The
preliminary results suggest that important transformations are taking place in Romanian under the
current English influence, especially in speech, transformations that native speakers seem to embrace
at ease.

References
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Biljana MiSi¢ Ili¢

Department of English, University of Nis, Serbia

In someone else’s shoes: English phraseological loan translations in Serbian

The abundant literature on linguistic borrowing from English into other languages has only recently

turned attention to less direct types of borrowings such as pseudoanglicisms, loan translations and
phraseological borrowings. Though not easily detected as foreign in the recipient language,
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phraseological loan translations have been claimed to exert indirect and hidden influence and have
pragmatic and cultural implications (Fiedler 2017).

Following the theoretical and methodological frameworks for the study of phraseological anglicisms,
loan translations, and the pragmatic approach to the study of borrowing (Furiassi, Pulcini &
Rodriguez Gonzalez 2012; Fiedler 2014; Witalisz 2015; Andersen, Furiassi & Misi¢ Ili¢ 2017;
Fiedler 2017; Furiassi 2018), the paper analyses several English phraseological loan translations in
Serbian: nije moja Solja caja (‘not my cup of tea’), nema besplatnog rucka (‘there is no free lunch’),
staviti tacku na i (‘to dot the I’s’), biti /hodati u tudim cipelama (to be in someone else’s shoes’),
imati leptirice u stomaku (‘to have butterflies in your stomach’), hvala sto ste koristili nase usluge
(‘thank you for using our services’). The study combines a corpus-based approach (three e-corpora
and a small personal corpus) with a small-scale questionnaire-based survey of Serbian native speakers
to analyze linguistic, sociolinguistic, sociopragmatic and sociocultural aspects of the examined
phraseological expressions, focusing on structural and functional adaptations, types of discourse,
contexts and users, as well as the recognition and perception of and attitudes towards the use of these
expressions.
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