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Origine of symbiotic interactions

Eukaryotic cell Prokaryotic cell
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But… What’s a symbiosis?

A close and long-term relationship between at least two heterospecific organisms

Endosymbiosis

0,5 mm

Ectosymbiosis

2,5 cm
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Ectosymbionts of corals

850
species of ectosymbiotic invertebrates
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The case of branching corals: Acropora spp.
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The case of branching corals: Pocillopora spp.
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A mutualistic relationship
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How can they make the difference? 
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All together: the holobiont 

Protection of corals 
=

Protection of a 
whole ecosystem
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Our research work
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