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• Verb anomia → common symptom in logopenic
variant primary progressive aphasia (lvPPA)1

• Few interventions specifically target verb anomia in
lvPPA2

• POEM therapy → sensorimotor-based approach:
- Action observation
- Motor execution
- Mental imagery
demonstrated efficacy in chronic post-stroke aphasia3

• Telepractice → promising outcomes in 
neurodegenerative disorders4,5
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PARTICIPANT
• 74-year-old woman, 9 years of education
• Diagnosis: lvPPA

INTERVENTION: POEM THERAPY via TELEPRACTICE (phase B)

PRE- AND POST-ASSESSMENT
• Linguistic functions
• Cognitive functions
• Motor abilities
• Mood

BASELINE (phase A)
• 121 Video-Based Action Naming Task 

• 20 trained verbs
- 16 consistently failed items + 4 successfully produced items

• 40 untrained verbs
- matched on frequency, number of syllables, and valence (p > 0.05)
- 35 consistently failed items + 5 successfully produced items

• Repeated Measures 
- 6 verbs selected from the trained set, every 2 sessions

across the three POEM strategies

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS

* Visual analysis of POEM treatment effects during the naming task using Non-overlap of All Pairs (NAP)

across the three POEM strategies

* Visual analysis of baseline trend stability 

* Visual analysis of POEM treatment effects during the naming task using the 2-Standard Deviation Bands (SDB) method

across the three POEM strategies

QUALITATIVE RESULTS ON CONNECTED SPEECH

EFFECTS OF POEM ON UNTRAINED VERBS

• No significant difference between pre– and post-therapy performance (W = 110.0, p = 0.506)

• Significant increase in the use of co-verbal gestures during naming task between pre-
(Baseline 1) and post-therapy assessment (W = 109.0, p < 0.001)

* Visual analysis of POEM treatment outcomes across the naming task, based on the Dual-Criterion Test

METHODSINTRODUCTION

DISCUSSION

         AIM

To evaluate the effects of POEM therapy via telepractice 
in a  person with lvPPA presenting with verb anomia

• Stable verb naming with increased frequency and quality of co-verbal gestures, particularly for untrained verbs, suggesting generalization of the gesture
execution strategy

• Improved narrative discourse and functional communication, despite stable verb naming, supporting a possible prophylactic effect
• By encouraging semantically congruent gestures, POEM therapy may promote compensatory sensorimotor pathways supporting lexical access in lvPPA
• Longer intervention periods and larger controlled studies are needed to determine the robustness and generalizability of POEM effects, and to compare

telepractice with in-person delivery

QUANTATIVE RESULTS

• No significant difference between pre- and post-therapy performance (W = 232.0, p = 1.00)

         RESULTS
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